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Some Account of the Difeafes that occurred on board the Ship 
China, during a Voyage from Philadelphia to Batavia, until her 
return to the Delaware. Communicated to the Editor. By 
StTusBins Frirtu, M. D. 


HE China of 1co8 tons, ten guns, and eighteen men, 
left New Caftle, fune and after a fhort detention 
by contrary winds at Bombay Hook, proceeded to fea on the 
28th of June, 1804. We had a paflage of days to the 
line, and arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, September —— 
During our run from the capes of Delaware to the line, 
fome cafes of diarrhoea, a few of catarrh, three of chronic 
rheumatifm, and fome remittents occurred: the nearer we ap- 
proached the line the more cafes of difeafe occurred, particu- 
larly amongft a number of the Dutch paflengers which we 
had on board. As the weather about the line was very wet, 
we had frequent /gual/s, heavy rain with calms, which kept 
our men bufy; and the fudden viciflitudes from wet to dry, 
one hour expofed to torrents of rain, the next to the direét 
rays of a burning fun, were very unfavourable to health, and 
produced feveral cafes of bilious remittents ; many complained 
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of vertigo, others of cephalalgia: thefe difeafes all foon yield- 
ed to moderate blood-letting, gentle purging, emetics, and fu- 
dorifics, with fometimes an epifpaftic to remove local difeafe 
or concentrate the morbid excitement ; fome accidents occur- 
red, feveral were wounded, and two or three had fractured 
bones ; they did very well, and in no inftance acted as an excit- 
ing caule of difeafe. It would perhaps be a good praétice in 
fhips from the northern or cold countries, to have their men 
well purged with a quantity of falt water, as foon as they ar- 
rive in warm climates or approach the line; I believe it would 
frequently be a means of preventing the advances of dileafe, 
and would recommend it particularly to thofe who have na 
furgeon, for when men get fick at fea, when they can receive 
no medical aid, they are in a deplorable condition. 

From the line to the Cape of Good Hope, we had no feri- 
ous cafes of difeafe; trifling wounds from accidents occurred, 
flight cafes of difeafe, a few cephalalgias, three or four cafes 
of febricula, one of dyf{pepfia, and two of hemorrhoids; but 
after we had been a very fhort time at the Cape, feveral cafes 
of remittent fever occurred, owing to our men getting intox- 
icated on fhore, and lying in that condition all night expofed 
in the ftreets of Cape Town, or on the fhip’s deck, but they 
yielded to depletion and the antiphlogiftic mode of treatment. 
One cafe of mania occurred, which yielded ‘o bleeding, blifters, 
cathartics, and a /a/vation, after continuing for feveral weeks. 
From the time thefe recovered until we arrived at Batavia, the 
fhip continued very healthy, two or three cafes of colic oc- 
curred, and we had one cafe of ulcer of the leg, which had 
been of long ftanding, I believe feveral years. 

Oétober 24th, 1804. We arrived at Batavia in good health, 
but before we had remained here Jong, difeaf> invaded us and 
continued to increafe during all the time of our ftay, which 
was until the oth of December, during which time however, 
we loft but one man, named Alexander Steel, of malignant 
fever, after an illnefs of ten days or thereabouts. The dif- 
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eafes we experienced here, were fever and flux; the firft put 
on various forms, in fome cafes continued, others remittent, 
in others it affumed the type of a tertian fever :—of dyfentery 
we had che acute and chronic. 

We left Batavia as I have before obferved, December 
oth, 1804, and went through the Java fea, fo as to pafs the 
{treights of Balli: as the monfoon had {fet in with confiderable 
force, our fhip large and a confiderable number of our crew ill, 
it would have been impoffible for us to beat through the 
ftreights of Sunda, and had we attempted it, we fhould in all 
probability have loft great part of our men, and been obliged to 
defift at laft. In coafting along Java and Madura, we had 
very light winds with frequent calms, during which the heat 
was fo intenfe that it was fcarcely to be borne, and in a number 
produced vertigo and cephalalgia. Owing to the frequent calms 
we did not make the entrance of the ftreights of Balli until the 
inftant, during which time our men were fickening daily ; 
and even after we had entered the ftreights and pafled a con- 
fiderable way into them by beating up, we were driven back 
again by the changing of the current; however, after confider- 
able trouble, at the next change of the current, we entered 
again and anchored before Balambuan; here we remained a 
day and a half, took in fome water, &c. and loft one man, John 
Coats, with dyfentery. We fet fail about noon with a pleafane 
breeze, and beat through the ftreights by daylight the next 
day; during which time all hands were kept conftantly and 
Jaborioufly employed, which ated as the exciting caufe of dif- 
eafe, for the very next day we had taken ill, and it is re- 








markable that every one of the boat’s crew who were on (hore 
at Balambuan were taken down; {fo that the fhip in a fhort 
time refembled a hofpital, as we had one-half of our men ill, 
and two-thirds of them complaining, before we had been at fea 
very long. At one time during our run between the {treights of 
Balli and the Cape of Good Hope, we had but eight well men in 
a watch, and they weak, as moft of them had been fick ; for as 











AEE nih Se ph Oe Lo cae Sen Raa a= chee ——7 borse well yee 
Sa ers ie ay ie Piece a 


os teh ier meen re gta 


nave teases 


I ney aeons erence i 


aah Lg pe ot Tee <a ~ 
; : S. 
Ramee A ga ea Oy cae 8 om EBT sa et es + 








124 Ffirth, on the Difeafes of a Voyage to Batavia. 


faft as fome got well others were taken down, and relapfes 

were very frequent: the fever predominated moft, but a num- 

ber of cafes of dyfentery occurred with very malignant fymp- 
toms. So general had been the fever and flux, that when we 
made St. Helena, there were but eight perfons in the China 
who had not been fick ; however there were then only on 
the fick lift; and we had loft by difeafe ; of the dy- 
fentery, of the fever or effeéts thereof. 

About this time the feurvy began to make its appearance ; 
the fever had nearly iubfided, many were very feeble, and fome 
were confined to their beds with the effects of it; feveral chro- 
nic cafes of the dyfentery exifted, and cafes of the acute con- 
tinued to occur. ‘Vhe fcurvy attacked thofe who had been very 
ill previoufly, and who continued fo much debilitated {fo as to be 
unable to take exercife ; in fuch cafes its advances were pretty 
rapid, and it did not appear to yield to acids or any of the an- 
tifcorbutic remedies that were exhibited. A rob made from 
the eflence of fpruce afforded an agreeable drink for them, 
but rarely that I could perceive, checked the difeafe much. 
The difeafe continued to increafe during the remainder of the 
voyage, notwithftanding all the remedies that were exhibited, 
infomuch that when we arrived, near two-thirds of the crew 
were more or lefs affeéted ; feven died thereof before we made 
land, and one in the lazaretto (ill of dropfy and {curvy come 
bined) after he arrived. Perhaps this man would have recover- 
ed had he not been expoied fo mich after the fhip ftruck, and 
after he was taken off the wreck, being crowded in a {mall 
pilot boat for feveral days without the conveniences or comforts 
of life. Quaffia, bark, and wine, fupported the ftrength, but 
nothing would cure it at fea, that we had it in our power 
to ufe. 
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Or tHE DysENTERY. 


Tue dyfentery commonly commenced with a degree of lan- 
guor, fometimes a rigor; lofs of appetite foon enfued, the pa- 
tient had been coftive for a day or two, or he had been afflict- 
ed with a diarrhoea which foon changed its nature, and the 
patient became much troubled with a difpofition to go to ftool, 
without ability to pafs feces, or with a difcharge of mucus and 
flime ftreaked with blood, attended with great ftraining, pain 
in the abdomen and anus, which foon became excruciating. 
About this time the difcharges of mucus, or mucus and blood, 
were fuperfeded by pure blood; the pulfe which in the begin 
ning was moderately active and frequent, but eafily comprefled, 
(refembling what Dr. Rufh has in his emphatic manner ftyled 
the foap-bubble pulfe that occurs in drunkards), evincing a 
fmall degree of {thenic action, begins to fink and foon becomes 
weak, feeble, quick, and tremulous; the fkin which at firlt 
was hot and dry, lofes a part of its drynefs, and on fome parts 
of the body, efpecially the neck and breafts, a degree of 
moiftnefs is apparent; but the feet begin to grow cold, and the 
hands are cold, with a cold {fweat on them; the patient is 
forced to go to ftool every few minutes, which gives him ex- 
ceflive torture, a prolapfus ani taking place every time: he 
complains of being fainty, is very dry, and wifhes to be con- 
tinually drinking cold water, and if indulged in it will drink 
large quantities; a puking takes place which is very trouble- 
fome to a patient, now almoft exhaufted and finking rapidly 
under his difeafe; he moans continually, even when afleep, 
which is generally fhort, and interrupted-by frequent flartings 
and troublefome dreams, from which he awakes with but lit- 


tle relief of his fymptoms; his abdomen is tenfe, hard, and pain- 
ymip ’ ’ p 


ful tothe touch. In the commencement of the difeafe, the 
head was fometimes affected with pain, and the eyes were red and 
inflamed, a puking fometimes ufhered in the difeate, and acrid 
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bile was difcharged in confiderable quantity. A convulfion takes 
place, after which the patient appears in many cafes infenfible, 
with low delirium, and inability to retain his feces; the blood 
runs from him as he lies, but fo thin as not to coagulate, at 
firft of a florid colour, now dark and grumous; he has fubful- 
tus tendinum and hiccup; his countenance changes, and ‘mall 
purple fpots appear on various parts of his body; his eyes be- 
come glafly, his nails blue, his extremities cold; his pulfe weak, 
fcarcely to be felt and intermitting, foon ceafes entirely ; a con- 
vulfion enfues which carries off the patient ; fometimes he fur- 
vives it and gradually becomes weaker and weaker until life 
ceafes; he appears to expire without a ftruggle, and like a per- 
fon falling afleep. But the progrefs of the difeafe was not always 
thus regular, even when uninterrupted in its progrefs by me- 
dical treatment ; for fometimes there was uo puking, in fome no 
prolapfus ani, and in others no convulfion; fome had little fe- 
ver, while more had an intenfely hot fkin; fome had profufe 
perfpiration from the beginning, with an open regular pulfe, 
but in very few cafes fo ftrong as to admit of bleeding, which 
I think was always injurious in the difeafe at Batavia, as it 
tended to make the patient fink more rapidly. In fome cafes 
the difeafe affumed an intermittent form, and in many remitted. 
In anumber of cafes it ran its courfe in a very few days, in 
fome only three, in others five, while in others it ran on a con- 
fiderable time, afluming a chronic nature and producing obfti- 
nate, and frequently fatal ulcers of the inteflines. : 

Cafes occurred where the difeafe alternated with the inter- 
mittent fever, and with the remittent; fometimes the difeafe 
would be violent for a day or two, then ceafe, and an affeétion 
of the liver or fpleen would enine. The difeafe appeared to 
partake more of an intermittent after we had been coafting 
along the fhores of Java for a week, and the men had been ex- 
pofed confiderably, and were fatigued with beating the thip 
through the ftreights of Balli. 
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Of the Treatment. 


I generally began the cure by giving a {trong emetic, com- 
pofed of the antimoniated tartrite of potafh, combined with 
eight or ten grains of the mild muriate of mercury. This 
Operated very {martly, during which, the patients were 
directed to drink very plentifully of rice water, barley water, 
thin oatmeal gruel or chicken water: they were enjoined to 
drink not lefs than one, and if poffible two galions, fo as to 
clear the {tomach and prime vie of their contents. After pro- 
ducing copious emefis, and difcharging bile very often, it turn- 
ed downwards, and operated as a cathartic, difcharging acrid 
and bilious feces and fcybala, by which the patient was con- 
fiderably relieved. At bed-time I gave a draught compofed of 
forty or fifty drops of laudanum, a drachm of antimonial wine 
and half a drachm of fpt. nitri dulc. pro re nata: this gave 
eafe and found fleep through the night, and commonly produc- 
ed a copious perfpiration, which was encouraged by wrapping 
the patients up in blankets, and giving warm diluent drinks; 
camomile tea was fometimes given for this purpofe and with 
advantage. Ifthe tormina of the bowels had not ceafed, Inow 
adminiftered a mild mucilaginous injection, and gave a modes 
rate dofe of the oleum ricini: frequently I diffolved fix grains 
of tartar emetic in two pounds of barley water, and pave from 
an ounce to an ounce and a half every hour, at the fame time 
giving barley or rice water for. their conftant drink. If 
the griping was gone or inconfiderable, I gave fmaill dofes of 
calomel, rhubarb, and opium, every two hours through the day, 


ordering the patients to drink chicken broth, and eat fome 
panada, fago or tapioca, and occafionally to take an ounce of 
warm camomile tea: by this time the flate of the fyftem was 
fuch, that I could fafely and:frecly adminifter columbo, either 
in fub{tance or decoction. ‘Thefe remedies were gradually in- 
creafed according to the ftate of the fyftem, and in fome cafes 
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the quaffia and gentian were given inftead of the columbo, and 
with equal advantage. During the convalefcence the diet was 
gradually changed, the white meats were advifed, and nourifh- 
ing foups ordered, by which means the patients recovered their 
ftrength and fpirits. 

In a few cafes where complete intermiffions occurred in the 
fever, tormina, &c. I ufed the Peruvian bark combined with. 
elixir of vitriol, and tincture of opium, with fuccefs. 

Befides the primary remedies already mentioned, there were 
feveral auxiliary ones that ought not to be paffed over in filence ; 
thefe were, the warm bath, blifters, finapifms, fomentations, 
and tonic and anodyne plafters applied to the fuperficies of 
the body, &c. 7 

The warm bath I found a very valuable and ufeful auxiliary ; 
it relieved the pain and tenfion of the abdomen, produced an 
equable excitement on the furface of the body, and by difpofing 
the patient to perfpire freely, induced gentle and refrefhing 
flumbers. 

Blifters and finapifms, by recalling the excitement to the fur- 
face, and creating a new action there, generally relieved the 
inteftines ; while at the fame time they afforded a new inlet for 
the introduction of medicines; as by drefling them with ftrong 
mercurial ointment, or fimple cerate and calomel, I was enabled 
in feveral inftances to produce a ptyalifm ; and I never Joft a 
patient that was falivated. I derived advantage from plafters 
compofed of mercurial ointment, extract of bark, and a {mall 
proportion of opium applied to the abdomen ; fometimes I add- 
ed a portion of tartar emetic to thefe plafters, efpecially if 
there were any tormina of the bowels exifting ; they were alfo 
applied to the extremities with equal advantage. 

In a number of inftances I derived great advantage from fub- 
ftituting the extract of hyofciamus niger for opium, efpecially 
where there was confiderable tormina of the bowels: we all 
know that opium, befides its incitant and narcotic power, is an 
aftringent, and therefore injurious when given alone in dyfcn- 
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tery; whereas the hyofciamus is the reverfe, as in dofes of 
three grains, I always found it to prove gently purgative, at 
the fame time that it gave refrefhing fleep. It appears there- 
fore to be the defideratum fo frequently wifhed for by medi- 
cal prattitioners- In all cafes of acute dyfentery, I think it to 
be a medicine of very great importance, much preterab!e to 
opium, and equally fafe : fome writers have obferved that it is 
apt to produce delirium, but I never have experienced this 
effect from its ufe, and cannot avoid believing that whenever 
it has been produced, it was in confequence of the injudicious 
adminiftration of the medicine. All aétive medicines will do 
harm when ufed improperly, yet who avoids prefcribing them 
on this account ? From all my experience of its ufe in dyfentery, 
I am Jed to believe that the hyofciamus, in dofes of two or three 
grains of the extract, pro re nata, may be fafely ufed in dy- 
fentery even when there is confiderable inflammation, pain and 
acute tormina of the inteftines; that it may be repeated if ne- 
ceffary every three or four hours, that it is much preferable 
to opium in this difeafe, but that when the difeafe has become 
chronic, and it is neceflary to employ aftringents, then it will 
do no good, and ought to give place to thofe medicines which 
unite aftringency with their narcotic virtues, as opiuim. 

Thofe cafes of dyfentery that occurred after we had croffed 
the line on our return to America, and got into the northern 
latitudes, began to exhibit fome fymptoms of increafed arterial 
action; the farther we proceeded northward the more inflam- 
matory they became, fo as to admit of bloodletting, and in fome 
cafes very freely; whereas had I performed venefeétion in thofe 
cafes that occurred at Batavia, on the Java fea, or foon after we 
left Balambuan, I fhould have injured my patients very ma- 
terially; as upon the fmalleft lofs of blood the pulfe funk ra- 
pidly, the powers of the fyftem being fo proftrated that no 
reaction could poffibly take place, and therefore bloodileiting 
only tended to haften the fatal termination of the difeate. 
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Or THE MALIGNANT Fever of BATAVIA. 


Tue fever of the climate is in fome circumftances like the 
American yellow fever, the fymptoms in many inftances are 
alike, it has a great tendency to intermit, and in a number 
of cafes is a complete tertian ; the fymptoms however are va- 
rious, and it is feldum ieen exaétly alike in any four perfons, 
although its chara¢terif{tic marks render it eafily known and its 
frequentiy fatal termination evinces its extreme malignancy, as 
weil as the little influence medical treatment has in fome of the 
motft violent cafes ; fur there are cafes which have fo {peedy 
a termination that medicine can do no good; diffolution 
appears to commence the inftant the difeafe icizes the un- 
fortunate patient, and all the powers of the fyftem are fo 
proftrated that it is impoffible for reaction to take place, as 
the excitability is exhaulted ; and it is owing to this exhauftion 
thereof, in all the difeafes of hot climates, that medicines can 

e given in fuch large dofes, and that the difeafes are fo very 
difficuit to cure, medicines in ordinary dofes producing no ef- 
fect. This may perhaps enable us to account for the very 
great diverfity in the fymptoms of difeafe in hot climates, for 
as the excitability is more or lefs exhaufted, the re-action will 
be greater or lefs ; and this will give origin to the various forms, 
appearance, and fymptoms, evident in difeafe, which will alfo be 
influenced by the previous habits of the patient, the age, fex, 
and degree of expofure to the remote, predifpofing, and excit- 
ing caufes. 

‘The difeafe frequently commences with ennui, languor, laffi- 
tude, liftleffuefs, attended with a pain upon motion ; this con- 


tinues for a few hours, fometimes for a day or two, (in my 
own cafe two days,) before the other fymptoms come on, then 
follows a rigor, (but the moft malignant cafes are without,) fuc- 

eeded by a pain in the head, generally in the forehead ; fome- 
times the head is free from pain while the limbs are violently 
affected, and there is great pain in the back: foon the patient 
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complains of pain in the epigaftric, and fometimes in the umbi- 
lical, region, attended with vomiting, and frequently a copious 
difcharge of bile, but I have feen cafes where no bile was 
difcharged. The pains foon become excruciating, the eyes 
red, fometimes of a dingy hue, occafionally uncommonly bril- 
liant and {parkling. The pulfe frequent, full, and foft or {mall, 
quick, irregular and jirking, often intermitting and very eafily 
comprefled ; very rarely hard or tenfe, and finking rapidly after 
bleeding ; the fkin, hot, dry, and fmooth, the face fwelled, the 
body occafionally appeared puffed up as though the patient 
had tympanites : in a very few cafes fpontaneous perfpiration 
enfued early in the difeafe, but this occurred more frequently 
after a few days continuance; the rigor that ufhered in 
the difeafe was fucceeded by a fever, fometimes aitended 
with delirium, and generally continued for two days, when 
it fubfided, an intermiffion enfued, and the patient appeared free 
from difeafe but much debilitated; this intermiffion continued 
for about twelve hours, more or lefs, when another paroxy{m 
enfued, attended by achill; in this, delirium was much more 
frequent than in the firft; it was never of the raging kind, 
but commonly low, as occurs in the typhus mitior: the fe- 
cond paroxy{m continued for twelve or eighteen hours, when 
another intermiffion took place, but left the patient very weak 
and feeble, unable to fit up without fainting ; the pulfe being 
remarkably quick ard weak, the eyes yellow, the {kin of the neck 
and face tinged of the fame hue; the patient now perfpires co- 
pioufly, his voice is low, his fpeech flow, his intellects natural, 
a morbid irritability of the fenfe of feeling frequently exifts, 
the flighteft touch caufing pain. The nanfea is very diftreffing in 
the third paroxy{m, and iufficiently troublefome in the firft and 
fecond. He continues in this ftate growing weaker and weaker 
until the third paroxy{m takes place, which frequently carries 
him off: fometimes he furvives even the fourth—and cafes 


occurred where it degenerated into typhus, and continued 
for thirty, and in one cafe for forty-two days; but more fre- 
quently it becomes a complete tertian, occurring every other 
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day, and preceded by a violent chill, which frequently lafted 
for an hour. Cafes occurred where the patient was attacked 
with talignant fymptoms ; foon the difeafe affumed a tertian 
form, which after continuing for fome time became remittent, 
and afterwards typhus. 

I thuft here obferve, that cafes occurred in which few or 
none of thele fymptots were feen ; fome complained only of 
a little naufea, appeared ttupid and inclined to doze, but with- 
out pain: others were weak and feeble, had no uneafinefs or 
pain, yet a wildnefs in the eyes was perceptible. In both thefe 
forms of difeafe the patients frequently walked about until a 
few hours before death, and even after the abfence of pulfe at 
the wrift. Befides the fymptoms already mentioned, there 
were others that indicated greater or lefs danger to the patient ; 
for inftance, a fwelling of the ale nafi and upper lip was 
a fign of recovery, fo were boils breaking out in the facey | 
neck, or any part of the body; they frequently occurred after 
blifters, and on the parts to which they had been applied; in 
fome they maturated perfeétly, in others not. I obferved 
that where they fuppurated perfe&tly and kindly, the patients 
quickly recovered ; but where they were a long time in com- 
ing toa head, the difcharge was thin, ichorous and bloody, 
and the patient had a very tedious convalefcence, and was very 
fabject to relapfes. Some recovered who had no boils. 
Thefe fometimes had an eruption on the {kin like urticaria, and 
in fome cafes fimilar to the eflera ; in a very few like the pfora. 
Some had an eruption like the prickly-heat; others like the 
fearlatina. Thofe who died had neither eruptions nor boils. 
A fore throat was a frequent fymptom, and generally fa- 
vourable. A diarrhoea was frequent in the beginning of the 
difeafe, but fometimes an obftinate coftivenefs attended. I 
faw no great difadvantage from a diarrhoea in the beginning, 
but when it came on near the crifis, it was extremely alarm- 
ing and dangerous, as it carried off the patient very foon, and 
in fome cafes baffled all medical efforts to ftop its progrefs. 
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An intermitting pulfe was in general a dangerous fymptom; 
abfence of pulfe occurred in a feaman of the name of Beggs, 
for five hours ; it then returned, and he furvived for thirty 
fix hours after. 

A delirium was a dangerous fymptom. All thofe who died 
(one excepted} had it, but fome recovered who were afflicted 
with it toa vialent degree. A deafnefs occurred in fome; 
it was a dangerous fymptom, being generally fatal; very few 
recovered who had it. 

A deficiency of vifion was very common. Many complained 
that they could fcarcely fee, and fome of the convalefcents 
on walking a few fteps, were taken with blindnefs, and vertigo, 
and fell down immediately. In all, the eyes were remarkably 
weak. The recoveries were very flow, and relapfes frequent. 

When the difeafe appeared in the intermittent form, it was 
defs dangerous than when it aflumed the continued or remit- 
tent type. When remittent, it generally degenerated into an 
intermittent ; but fome inftances occurred where the intermit- 
tent became remittent ; then continued, and laftly, typhus. 

Some had an enlargement of the liver, and numbers had 
an enlargement of the fpleen. In fome, the enlargement of 
the {pleen was very troublelome and painful; in others, it gave 
no pain, but occafioned a fenfe of weight, oppreffion and nau 
fea; others fcarcely experienced any inconvenience from it. 
In one cafe it fuppurated, and occafioned fudden death by dif 
charging internally. Whenever the liver or fpieen became 
affected, it protracted the recovery of the patient, difpofing 
to frequent relapfes. A yellownels of the eyes was a com- 
mon fymptom, though not a very dangerous one. It om 
curred in the worft cafes; however, I faw it in many who 
were not violently affected. Great debility was a dangerous 
occurrence: I think I never faw any difeafe which fo foon de- 
bilitated men ; the ftrongeft and moft robuft were in a very few 
days rendered as helplefs as children. ‘The old, the infirm, 
and thofe who led irregular lives, fuffered moft by it; but 
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none were exempt from its influence: eight perfons only of the 
whole crew, (feventy-fix in number,) efcaped both the fever and 
the dyfentery. ‘The fever appeared to alternate with the dy- 
fentery; when the weather was bad the latter prevailed ; 
when good, the former. In fome cafes the fever would at- 
tack the dyfenteric patients; but more frequently, patients who 
were affected with the fever, would be feized with the dyfen- 
tery. Cafes occurred of perfons being feized with the fever, 
upon which the dyfentery would fupervene ; and after conti- 
nuing a few days, ceafe, and the primary difeafe again recur, 
thus alternating one with the other. Borborigmi was a fymp- 
tom of convalefcence. Great thirft attended the fever, and 
was a dangerous fymptom; naufea was a very troublefome 
fymptom, and dangerous near the crifis. Hiccup was always 
very unfavourable, being one of the laft fymptoms that occur- 
red before death. 

The fkin was in general intenfely hot, fo that the hand 
could fcarcely be kept five minutes on the bodies of the fever 
patients without experiencing pain; and I obferved that the 
more ardent the fever, the greater was the danger of the pa- 
tient. By the heat of the fkin, &c. this dileafe aniwered to 
the true Caufus of authors. 

A difagreeable, cadaverous odour, accompanied the difeafe, 
and the greater or lefs degree thereof indicated greater or 
Jefs danger to the patient. The cuticle of the convalefcent 


generally feparated from the cutis vera and came off; when- 


ever, therefore, I faw the cuticle feparating, I had great hopes 
of my patient, and was enabied to prognofticate a favourable 
termination, in which I was never difappointed. A cold fkin, 
with low muttering delirium was a dangerous fymptom ; 
coldnefs and torpidity of the extremities were always unfa- 
vourable. Involuntarily paffing of the feces and urine 


were very dangerous omens ; the inability to pafs urine 
was likewife unfavourable. It was generally of a blood-red 
colour, though in fome it appeared of a dirty brown colour, 
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and was difcharged with pain: thefe generally were very 
bad cafes. Some cafes, where it depofited a dark lateritious 
fediment, terminated favourably. A tremor, picking at the 
bed-clothes, low muttering, or a lofs of {pcech, were gene- 
rally fatal fymptoms. 


Methed of Cure. 


The treatment was very different, as the difeafe varied its 
appearance or type, and as the fymptoms, indicated. How- 
ever, it frequently admitted of a little evacuation, and when- 
ever the ftate of the fyftem would permit, the antiphlogiftic re- 
medies were ufed ; butin the greater part of the cales it was 
neceflary to purfue the Brunonian practice, or tonic plan of 
cure, from almof? the commencement of the difeafe. 

I did not fee a fingle cafe that would admit of blood- 
letting ; but found in the beginning, if the fever was very 
high, the thirft great, and the eyes of a dingy red, that {mart 
cathartics were of great fervice. I generally gave jalap and ca- 
lomel, but in fome cafes ufed Glauber’s falts, and gave cremor 
tartar and water for drink: I had the patient placed where he 
could have the benefit of a free circulation of air. Enemata 
were exhibited every two or three hours during the paroxyfm, 
with advantage. Emetics were ufeful; they difcharged the 
acrid and fometimes bilious contents of the duodenum and 
ftomach. During the operation I gave large quantities of bar- 
ley water, or weak camomile tea moderately warm. By 
thefe means the prime viz were cleared of their contents and 
a diaphorefis was induced. If the patient did not fweat freely, I 
now gave acetate of ammonia in {mall dofes, frequently re- 
peated, or a mixture compofed of antimonial wine, laudanum, 
and fpiritus nitri dulcis, pro re natas; which feldom failed of 
producing the defired effeé&t. Sound fleep enfued, and a re- 
miffion of the fever followed. Blifters were then prefcribed, 
and applied to the extremities. If the head continued affected 
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I applied one to the back of the neck, or two behind the ears. 
If the patient complained of uneafinefs in the ftomach, one 
was placed on the epigaftric region. They were fuffered to 
remain on for a confiderable length of time, after which they 
were taken off, and the parts drefled with very {trong mercu- 
rial ointment, with a few cantharides in it. In a number of 
cafes I fprinkled calomel all over the veficated part and ap- 
plied an unguent compofed of fimple cerate and calomel. By 
thefe means | in /everal cafes produced a gentle ptyalifm; all 
fymptoms of difeafe vanifhed, and the patient quickly reco- 
vered. 

In feveral cafes where no difpofition to remiffion appeared, 
blifters were applied with the beft effect in producing one. 
After a remiffion had taken place, they were remarkably 
ufeful in removing local difeafe, concentrating the excitement 
to the furface; and thus relieving parts effential to life, from 
the effects of morbid action. I applied them on Mr. John 
Hunter’s principle, and with the happieft effects; for as no 
two actions of unequal force can exift at the fame time in the 
fyftem ; fo blifters, by tranfcending the morbid aétion, cured 
the difeafe ; for which purpofe I kept them open for fome 
length of time, and wherever the patient complained of pain, 
applied one over, or as near the part as poffible. After a re- 
miffion had taken place, they had great effects in preventing 
an acceffion of the difeafe, and I always applied one or two 
at the time I expected the paroxy{m to commence. 

Whenever the liver or fpleen became affected, I found great 
advantage from a blifter over the part, and kept open for fe- 
veral weeks. In fine, for this difeafe, in all its various fymp- 
toms, and Protean forms, blifters are a fine gua non in the 
treatment, and whoever expects fuccefs mult employ them, 

As foon as a remiffion took place I exhibited tonics and in- 
citants. ‘The Peruvian bark was the moft powertul. I gave 
it in the commencement in {mall dofes, frequently repeated. 
In fome cafes I combined an aromatic with it, efpecialiy where 
it lay heavy on the ftomach. Many could take it when’ com- 
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bined with caffia and nutmeg, that could not without; to 
thofe who could not take it in fubftance, I gave the infufion, 
decoction, and Huxham’s tincture ; the latter was very grateful 
to the ftomach. The dofe was gradually increafed as the fto- 
mach could bear it, or the indications of the fyftem required 
it. Where great debility exifted I applied it in fine powder 
to the extremities, to the breaft, and back of the neck. In 
one cafe where it could not be kept on the ftomach, the pa- 
tient derived great advantage from having it quilted between 
two pieces of muflin, and tied round his body—at the fame 
time that large plafters of the extract were applied to his 
arms and legs. I found, in feveral cafes, a plafter of the ex- 
tract applied to the epigaftric region, produce very pleafing 
effects. A decoction of bark ufed as a bath was very advan- 
tageous. On account of the expenfe attending this method 
of ufing it, oak bark was fubftituted for the Peruvian, and ap- 
peared to anfwer nearly as well. When a patient’s legs and 
feet were placed in a {trong deco¢tion of oak bark, the effect 
produced was as great as if he had taken half an ounce of 
the cinchona. Cafes occurred in which I was neceffitated to 
give two and three ouuces of bark daily, or I fhould have 
loft my patient. I found the extract to anfwer better than 
the cortex, on account of its fmaller bulk, in cafes that re- 
quired fuch powerful ftimuli, as it was lefs liable to produce 
a fenfe of oppreffion on the ftomach. When the difeafe af- 
fumed a typhus grade, or very great debility exifted, I derived 
advantage from a * mixture compofcd of extract of bark, 


* The following were the prefcriptions— 

R Gum. tragac. 3fs. 
Extract. cort. Peruv. 3ijfs vel iij. 
Vol. fal. ammon. 3). 
Gum. opil, grs. iv. 
Aq. pur. 4 viii. m. ft. mift.-—figne, to take a table fpoonful 

every hour or two. 

R. Extract. amar. 33j. 
Tine. opii. 3 1ij. 
Gum. camphor. 33). 


! : dian: aateie. 

Pulv. gam. tragac. 3 ifs. 

Aq: pur. <viij- mifce et ft. miftura—figne, to take a table 
{poonful every two hours—if very low, every hout. 
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ammoniac and opium, combined with gum tragacanth and 
water, and given every hour. In fome cafes I ufed camphor, 
myrrh and extract of bark, with advantage. 

Columbo was ufed in fubftance and in tinQure with ad- 
vantage; quaflia, gentian, camomile, feneka and ferpentaria, 
were ufed and alternated with the bark. In fome cafes where 
bark failed they effected a cure; but more frequently the 
bark would cure where they failed. ‘The fyftem will fre- 
quently accommodate itielf to the impreffion of certain arti- 
cles, fo that their good effects are loft by habit. If in fuch 
a cafe a weaker tonit is given, it will cure where a ftronger 
has failed, becaufe its impreffion is new. 

In feveral cafes that refifted the ufe of tonics, I found a 
falivation to fucceed; and asthe liver and fpleen were fo h- 
able to become affected, I found it neceffary in almoft every 
cafe to modify my prefcriptions, if poffible, fo as to prevent 
thefe fecondary effects of the difeafe from occurring, by ufing 
mercury in fmall, but frequent dofes, when I had reafon to 
fufpect the former, and uiing the preparations of iron libe- 
rally, when f expected the latter. I have already obferved, 
that where the dileafe was remittent, and continued for fome 
time, the liver generally became affected; but where it ap- 
peared in the form of an obftinate intermittent, an enlarge- 
ment of the fpleen enfued. In the former cafe I ufed calo- 
mel with the tonics; in the latter, the rubigo ferri, combined 
with cinnamon, was very ufeful, I cured feveral cafes by 
the fulphate of zinc in fmall dofes, frequently repeated. 
Sometimes I combined it with rubigo ferri, and am of opinion 
that the virtues of both were thereby improved. I derived 
confiderable advantage from, the nitric acid in thefe- cafes. I 
began with it in {mall dofes largely diluted with water, and 
increafed it gradually as the patient could bear, unti! I gave to 
the amount of two and three drachms per day. It produced 
a ptyalifm in every cafe, but the fetor attending it was dif- 
ferent from that produced by mercury, and not nearly fo difa- 
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greeable. I found it very ufeful when the liver or f{pleen 
were enlarged ; in many cafes preferable to mercury, as it is 
a tonic and can be given in cafes of great debility, where 
mercury cannot. It is particularly well adapted to this difs 
eafe, and I believe its ufe cannot be too ftrenuoufly enforced. 
In feveral cafes it effefted a cure by itfelf. Its effects feem 
as ufeful in the difeafes of the liver and fpleen, as thofe of 
mercury in the cure of fyphilis. Dr. Scott of Bombay de- 
ferves great credit for bringing it into practice. It is particu- 
larly adapted to cure the difeafes of warm climates. 

I ufed the fulphuric acid ; it made a very pleafant drink, 
but its effects were not fo powerful as thofe of the nitric 
acid ; neverthelefs it may be advantageoufly ufed, efpecially 
while the febrile paroxy{fm exifts, as it quenches the thirft 
and allays the fever at the fame time that it proves incitant: 
but I would objeét to its being ufed in the firft attack; here 
it would not anfwer fo well; but after the difeafe has con- 
tinued fome days, it will be found very grateful to the pa- 
tient. I never faw it affect the falivary glands as the nitric 
does. 

I ufed the muriatic acid at firft, but cannot recommend it. 
I was foon obliged to lay it afide, on account of the great thirft 
it produced; I alfo thought it increafed the febrile heat. 

The acetic acid mixed with fugar and water formed a very 
pleafant drink, which the patients were fond of ufing. No- 
thing was more advantageous during the progrefs of the dif- 
eafe than great attention to cleanlinefs and pure air. Without 
attention to thefe the difeafe will be much more difficult to 
cure. With this view I found it advantageous to have the 
feamen wafhed all over with warm water as foon as they were 
taken fick. When the patient was convalefcent, nourifhing 
diet haftened his recovery ; Port wine and Madeira were very 
nourifhing drinks; they were prefcribed in large quantities in the 
typhus ftage of the difeafe. Porter did not appear to anfwer 
-fo well as wine: but two or three cafes occurred where the 
patients became tired of the wine, and ufed the porter with 
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advantage but thefe were confiderably advanced in a ftate of 


convalefcence. & 
Sago, tapioca, panada, &c. were grateful to the convalef- 


cents. Soup, fowls, &c. they were fond of, and ufed them 
with advantage. 

Sinapifms were very ufeful in this difeafe. In the typhus 
ftate they fhould never be difpenfed with, as by acting more 
powerfully than blifters, they concentrated the diffuted ex- 
citement in a fuperficial part, thereby relieving the fyftem 
from fome of the moft troublefome fymptoms. When the 
patient became comatofe, if applied to the arms, legs and 
feet, they feldom failed of relieving him. When applied to 
the back of the neck their effects were moft powerful. They 
fucceeded in feveral cafes where blifters would not draw. 
Convinced of their powerful effects, 1 frequently applied them 
to the feet, and ufed them alternately with blifters, to various 
parts of the body. They have all the virtues of blifters, and 
being more powerful, are to be preferred in that exceffive tor- 
por of the fyftem that occurs in this difeafe, which frequently 
prevents blifters producing any effc&t before a confiderable 
lapfe of time ; whereas thefe at almoft immediately. 





+ 





A Cafe of long Continuance of Pulfation in the Funis Umbilicalis 
after the Birth of the Child. Communicated to the Editor by 
Dr. Wm. DEwEEs. 


N the 12th May, 1794, at 8 o’clock A. M. a lady was 
delivered of a female child. The child did not cry or 
breathe as is ufual immediately after delivery, but remained 
motionlefs for three or four minutes, before any figns of re- 
fpiration manifefted themfelves. I was furprifed at this unufual 
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delay, as neither the circumftances of the labour, nor the ap- 
pearance of the child could account for it—the Jabour was 
quick and natural; the child though not very large was appa- 
rently healthy and well formed ; the pulfations of the umbilical 
arteries brifk ; in a word every thing was as ordinary except 
the want of refpiration : to eftablith this, I inflated the child’s 
lungs, after waiting the three or four minutes juft mentioned, 
which in part fucceeded as to its object ; the child after this be- 
gan to infpire lowly, the expiration was protracted and attend- 
ed by a peculiar creaking kind of noife---refpiration was for 
fome time carried on in a flow and irregular manner---ihe child 
fometimes breathing pretty freely for a minute or two, and then 
appearing to be much oppreffed and in pain---refpiration 
would now be entirely fufpended from ten to thirty feconds ; 
the child during this time would writhe its little body as if 
much pained, its face would become livid, and the pulfation in 
the funis would be much augmented ; after this kind of flrug- 
gle would fubfide, it would appear pale and lifelefs.as though 
it had fainted. In this manner did things go on until half 
paft two o’clock in the afternoon, a period of fix hours and 
an half---at which time the umbilical arteries ceafed to beat and 
the child expired ; the cord during the whole of this period was 
of courfe fuffered to remain entire: the pulfation in the cord did 
not ceafe fuddenly, as the forces of the arteries were obferved 
gradually to diminifh fome minutes before they ceafed to beat. 

During all this period of fix hours and an half, nothing un- 
toward happened to my patient, fhe had neither flooding nor 
pain. 

The ftate of the placenta was from time to time examined 
---it adhered to the inferior anterior part of the uterus---its low- 
er edge could be felt above the pubis, and juft within the mouth 
of the uterus. 


‘There were no particular pains taken to prevent the funis be- 
ing expofed to the air, or to maintain its warmth by any appli- 
cations. 
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When I proceeded to deliver the placenta, I found it lying 
loofe in the vagina, its extraction was effected without any dif- 
ficuity, nor was it followed by any uncommon difcharge of 
blood: but pains fucceeded. 

Upon the hiftory of this cafe I beg leave to make a few re- 
marks : firft, theresbeing no hemorrhagy in this cafe during the 
retention of the placenta proves, I think almoft to demonftration, 
that it only happens from that part of the uterus to which the 
placenta is attached:---{econdly, that the tonic* contra¢tion of the 


“uterus may for a long time be fufpended without danger, if the 


placenta continues its connection with the uterus :—thirdly, that 
the uterus was ina ftate of torpor or in-elafticity for the whole, 
or the greater part of the time; for had its tonic action ta- 
ken place, the placenta would have been thrown off, or at leaft 
the circulation in it would have been deftroyed ; as we find, 
even during fome laborious labours, where both the tonic and 
{pafmodic contractions,+ after the evacuations of the waters, are 
powerful, that the blood paffes with fuch difficulty through 
the uterus, that the circulation in the placenta is with difficul- 
ty maintained ; and is in fome inftances, entirely deftroyed, to 
the deftruction of the child, long before its delivery :—fourthly, 
that nothing could have been more fortunate than this uncom- 
mon attachment of the placenta in the cafe before us ; for had 
it been thrown off before the uterus had recovered from its 
{tate of torpor or in-elafticity (as is fometimes the cafe) a fatal 
hemorrhagy might have fucceeded, for it is but by this tonic 
action that hemorrhagy is prevented always following the de- 
tachment of the placenta---it is on this power, that the praétice 
of Puzos is founded, of rupturing the membranes in a certain 
fpecies of flooding cafes, that the uterus may contra¢t, and (hut 


* By tonic action or contraction, we mean that conftant and regular action 
whereby the uterus reduces itfelf to its original ftate after having been diftended. 


+ By fpafmodic contraction we mean, that irregular action of the uterus that 


“is excited by ftimuli, and is commonly labour, or after pains. 
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up the mouths of the bleeding veffels :—fifthly, her having no 
pains during the attachment of the placenta, fhews that the 
f{pafmodic contra¢tion is dependant on the tonic ; for were it noty~ 
we cannot conceive why it fhould not have taken place, fince 
the placenta (a fufficient fource of irritation) remained to ftimu- 
late the uterus for more than fix hours ; and the pains which 
fucceeded the delivery of the placenta, were, confequently, after 
the tonic contraction had taken place :—fixthly, there having 
been no particular pains taken to prevent the expolure of the 
funis to the air, nor any warm application to maintain its heat, 
fhews that the death of children, in cafes where the funis is 
prolapfed into the vagina, or is without the labia, is not owing 
to the influcnce of the air ftopping the circulation in it (as fome 
have imagined), but is in confequence of fome preffure exerted 
on it at the margin of the pelvis or ellewhere, more efpecially 
as this muft almoft neceffarily take place, in cafes where pro- 
lapfus muft readily happen, that is, in belly prefentations :—fe- 
venthly, the gradual diminution that was obferved, in the force 
of the umbilical arteries, for ten or fifteen minutes before they 
ceafed to beat, marks, I conceive, the uterus recovering its tonic 
contraction ; for fo foon as it began to pucker up, the circulating 
force, both in it and in the placenta, was diminifhed ; at length 
it contracted fo much, as to entirely impede that of the placenta, 
and eventually throwit off At what precife moment this happen- 
ed I cannot determine, as about fifteen minutes were employed 
in exertions to fave the child, and during which time, I did not 
touch ; but fuppofe it took place at the time the circulation in 
the funis ftopped, or very quickly after, for asI have obferv- 
ed before, when I went to deliver the placenta, I found it loofe 
in the vagina. | 


How much longer the child might have lived, had not its 
connection with thé mother been deftroyed, I cannot pretend 
to determine, but think it probable, it might have continued, as 
long as that circulation may have been maintained. It appeared 
to me to have been entirely dependant on the mother for the 
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fupport of its fhort life, for almoft inftantly after the pulfation 
in the funis ftopped, it expired. And if we take a nearer 
view of the circumftances that attended this cafe, we fhall not 
find the fituation of the child after its delivery to be fo very 
different as we at firft fight might imagine---It was ftill con- 
nected to, and fupported by, the mother ; it was not furround- 
ed by the liquor amnii, but this is by no means direétly effen- 
tial to the child, as we find many children born alive after it 
had been evacuated many hours, days, or.even weeks, agree- 
ably to fome. ‘The only circumftance o/ difference that {trikes 
us forcibly is, its having breathed; but, even this is not fuffici- 
ent to do away the poffibility of its continuing to live, as long as 
it could be nourifhed by the mother, fince it failed producing 
its moft common and important effe€t, a change in the circula- 
tion of the blood. 

Befides what has juft been faid, I think this cafe very natural- 
ly fuggefts the following queries. How was the circulation be- 
tween mother and child maintained ? Was it owing to any par- 
ticular {tructure of the heart of the child ? Was it owing to the 
foramen ovale remaining open unufually long, or in other words, 
to its having no difpofition to clote ? Or was it owing to any 
mal-conformation of the lungs, preventing that free circulation 
through them that is fo neceflary to the eftablifhment of life? 
Is this query rendered more probable, by the livid appearance 
of the face that occafionaily took place ? Should we not fuppofe, 
that a certain f{pecific irritation is neceffary to be excited in the 
lungs, either by the blood, the air, or by both, before the obli- 
terating procefs (if I may be allowed the expreflion) can take 
place at the foramen ovale ? and that fomething more is neceffa- 
ry to produce this, than the mere expanfion of the Jungs? or 
does it only fuppefe that, when this want of difpofition in the 
foramen ovale exifts, the circulation through the lungs can- 


not properly be eftablifhed ? 


~~ 
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TO DR. JOHN REDMAN COXE. 


Dear Sir, ? 
FORWARD the cafe of a ftill-born child, that I pros 


mifed you fome time ago. I join with it fome experiments 
made with the black oak bark, in the cure of fevers. Should 
you think them worthy of notice, you may give them a place 
in your Mufeum; they are neither lengthy nor fdowery, but 
they are true and correct, and vouched by your well-wifher 
and friend, 

J. C. ROUSSEAU. 
Philadelphia, 29th Fuly, 1805. 


Cafe of a frill-born Child reffored to Life ; proving, that in the 
moft defperate Cafes, proper Means ought to be ufed to recal 
Juch Children to Life. By J.C. Rousseau, M. D. 


N the 21ft of March laft, I was defired to attend Mrs. 

O****, come to the full time of her pregnancy. Her 

labour began with a violent flooding, which being, by proper 
means, ftopped, every thing progrefled regularly. 

The head of the child having at laft engaged in the pel- 
vis, and beginning to make its appearance at the os externum, 
I gave her hopes of a prompt delivery; upon which fhe in- 
formed me, that fhe had never been, in any previous labour, 
delivered in bed 5 and it was her wifh to, and the immediately 
did, place herfelf kneeling down at the foot of the bed. 

Her labour being quick, the child was foon born, and as I 
fufpeéted from the flooding, without anv fign of life. I had 
hardly any time to turn the child in my hands, when, without 

Vol. I. Ls] 
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any warning, fhe jumped into her bed, leaving a lifelefs child 
in my hands, with its placenta pulled out upon the floor. 

My feelings upon this embarrafling occafion may be more 
eafily felt than defcribed. The mother had the firft right to my 
cares; the child’s life was in the utmoft danger: there was 
no alternative. I went to the mother, after having delivered 
up the child to an affiftant; and, at the fame time called for 
warm water, which fortunately was at hand. Finding no 
flooding, and every thing in a fair way with the mother, I re- 
turned immediately to the child. 

It gave no fign of life; but finding the pulfation ftrong i in 
the cord, and perfuaded, as I have always been, that an or- 
ganic life exifts a long time after birth, between the child and 
placenta, even when detached from the uterus, I immerfed 
both child and placenta in a tub of warm water, and thea 
ftooping over the child, and placing one of my hands on his 
back, and the other on its breaft, I enclofed his nofe and mouth 
in mine, began to inflate its lungs, and expel the air alter 
nately by the preflure of my hands. 

I continued this operation for three quarters of an hour, 
before the child exhibited any figns of life, {topping now and 
then to obferve whether I could perceive any natural motion of 
the thorax. It was not long after, when the thorax began 
to move, and the child infpired once. About half a minute 
elapfed between the firft and fecond infpiration. This inter- 
rupted life, if I may fo call it, lafted better than a quarter of 
an hour, during which time I ftimulated the nofe and fauces 
of the child. The refpiration becoming quicker and quicker, 
I began to ftop gradually by preffuré of my finger on the cord, 
the pulfation that was ftill very ftrong, and in a fhort time I 
feparated the child from the placenta, and had the fatisfa¢tion 
to fee both mother and child perfeétly free from danger. 

This child is now as hearty and robuft as any other child 
of its age, appearing to have received no injury from fuch an 
uncommon entrance into life. 
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Can we not infer juftly from this cafe, that unexperienced 
midwives, daily lofe children whofe lives might be {pared by 
the fame means ? 

I have feen a number of inftances where I recalled ftill-born 
children to life, after half an hour; but with this difference, 
that the placenta was in utero, and I took every precaution 
not to injure the funis. : 

I cannot leave this fubject without mentioning a cafe of pre- 
ternatural labour, where, after the birth of the child, hardly 
any pulfation was to be felt in the cord; but it rapidly in- 
creafed as foon as I began to inflate the lungs, although full 
half an hour elapfed before the child exhibited figns of life, 
and I have the fatisfa€tion to fay that this child is now ro- 


buft and hearty. 








On the Efficacy of the Black Oak Bark of America in all Difeafes 
in which the Peruvian Bark has been ufed with Succefs. By 
J. C. Rousseau, M. D. 


ee high price of Peruvian bark and its fcarcity induced 
me, fome time paft, to try whether it could not be re- 
placed by fome fubftitute.. The black oak bark had been 
ufed in our Difpenfary, but finding that it had-not the leaft 
effect, I had defifted prefcribing it. 

Being, fome months after, by the politenefs of Mr. lie 
fupplied with a parcel of the powder of the fame kind of bark, 
prepared by himfelf in his manufactory, I found it fo elegantly 
manufactured, and fo much fuperior in finenefé to any other 
powder ufed in medicine, that I refolved to make a new and 
complete trial of its virtues. 

Upon a ftricter inquiry, I found that the black oak. bark, 
that had been given to my former patients, under the care of the 
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Difpenfary, was fo coarfely powdered, that few or none of 
them had taken it; and nothing could be faid, either in favour 
of, or againft it, from all my former trials. 

The firft patient, T. G. who fell under my care, was a jour- 
neyman printer, a drunkard. He laboured under a tertian fe- 
ver, and had been trying himfelf fome of the Peruvian bark, 
without effect. 

I adminittered the black oak bark, and he took it in the 
dofe of nearly two ounces a day, in the time of the intermif- 
fion. The enfuing paroxy{m was very moderate, and he miff- 
ed entirely the next. Having continued the bark for a few 
days, he had no return of the difeafe. 

Extremely fatisfied of my fuccefs,1 went in fearch of pa- 
tients labouring under intermitting fevers. A fecond trial an- 
{wered as completely my expectation as the firft. A third, 
fourth, fifth and fixth, gave me not the leaft difappointment, 
and all were free from fever in three or four days, after ufing 
the bark. 

I had until then given it in a very large dofe, but thought of 
trying whether a {maller one would not be as efficacious. Nu- 
merous trials, where the bark was not taken in a dofe of more 
than an ounce in twenty-four hours, met all with the fame 
fuccefs. 

During the lapfe of time that I was engaged in my experi- 
ments, I had feveral opportunities of trying the fame bark in a 
number of cafes where Peruvian bark alone would have been 
adminiftered, and it proved equally as beneficial as if this laft 
had been taken. | 

it remained to try it in thofe fevers defcribed by Alibert, * 
and cured fo fuccefsfully by the Peruvian bark; I did in no 
inftance whatever, fail to ftop the paroxyfm in two or three 
days at fartheft. 

The laft cafe that I had the fatisfaétion, I can fay to cure, 
although it is an expreffion that I make ufe of extremely 
rarely, was in a Jady attacked with a cephalalgick fever, des 


* Medecin de Ia Salpetriere a Paris. 
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{cribed by Alibert: her fever was intenfe, and the head-ache 
fo violent, that, to repeat her own words, “ fhe had never 
heard of or felt any thing equal to it. All the other fymptoms 
taken into confideration, I determined to adminifter the bark, 
and, fully perfuaded of the efficacy of the black oak bark, I 
reforted to it, finding that this lady’s ftomach could not bear 
the fmalleft dofe of Peruvian bark. She took the black oak 
bark in the dofe of a drachm, fix or eight times a day; was 
almoft immediately relieved; and her ftomach did not reject it 
a fingle time. 

It is a remark I have generally made, that the black oak 
bark is lefs naufeous, and not fo apt to excite vomiting as 
I have found the Peruvian bark to be. I do not even recol- 
le&t a fingle inftance where the black oak bark was thrown up, 
at the time I adminiftered fuch a large dofe as that of two 
ounces a day. 

Upon the whole, and efpecially from the fuccefs of my tri- 
als, I cannot but recommend the introduétion of the black oak 
bark in our fhops, warrant its efficacy, and place it on a pa- 
rallel with the coftly and very often adulterated Peruvian 
bark. 

An enumeration and relation of all the cafes which I cured 
with th. black oak bark, would be too lengthy for a perio- 
dical work; its merit muft reft, until further trials, by other 
medical gentlemen, upon my own chara¢ter and veracity. * 


* The editor is happy to be able to confirm the merits of the above-men- 
tioned remedy, from the refult of feveral cafes which have occurred to him ; 
and he trufts thefe facts will lead our practitioners to a more frequent trial of 
our own indigenous and valuable articles of the materia medica. 
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Account of the Lfficacy of Sugar of Lead, in a Cafe of Epilep/y. 
By Dr. THomas R. P. SPENCE, of Accomac ‘County, Vir- 


ginia. 


Fuly 23d, 1805. 
SIR, | 
Sas duty I owe fociety, the medical faculty in general, 

« and Drs. Church, Wiftar and Ruhh in particular, induces 
me to make this communication, being a hiftory of my own 
cafe of epilepfy—requefting for it, if you fee proper, a place 
in your Mufeum. 

My firft attack was in the 23d year of my age. On Oétto- 
ber 13th, 1803, as I was riding I fell from my horfe, with- 
out any premonitory fymptom whatever, and remained infen- 
fible (by eftimation of the perfon with me) half an hour. The 
fit was fucceeded with a violent pain in my head, a full, flow 
and hard pulfe, not exceeding fixty-four ftrokes in a minute. 
Being confident it was an epileptic attack, from being heredi- 
tarily predifpofed ;* 1 immediately loft fixteen ounces of blood, 
and purfued an antiphlogiftic conrfe, tolerably ftrict, until my 
fyftem was reduced pretty confiderably ; I then began with 
the cuprum ammoniacum, and continued fome time; but was 
fubje&t to attacks, or fulnefs and pain in my head, at every 
full and change of the moon; which leads me to believe the 
human fyftem, particularly in this difeafe, is fubjeét to lunar 
influence ; for when I did not recollect the full and change, 
I could difcover it by my feelings, particularly by a fenfation 


of falnefs and pain in my head. 
I continued more or lefs fubjeét to attacks of the fame kind 


until 27th of May, 1804: I went to Philadelphia, and confult- 


ed the above mentioned medical gentlemen, who recommended 


me to perfevere in the plan I had adopted, and to make trial of 
mercury, zinc, and lead. I firft began with mercury, and found 
that it would fufpend the difeafe, particularly the pain in the 


* My eldeft brother was firft attacked at about the fame age; another had 


it from his infancy, and died about the age of puberty. 
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head, for two months ; but when the fyftem was unimpreg- 
nated with mercury, would immediately have an attack, at the 
next lunar period; which induced me to keep up for feven 
months, a pretty confiderable ptyalifm, and twice a falivation. 
I muft atfo obferve, that I ufed bleeding once a month, regu- 
larly. My pulfe during this time was from feventy-cight to 
ninety, but feldom exceeded eighty-four in a minute. 

I experienced no inconveniency from the mercury, more 
than the fore mouth. There was a greater difcharge of urine 
during its ufe: and that quite tranfparent, which had not 
been the cafe for three years previoufly. 

Having confiderable practice during the autumnal months, 
I found that riding on horfeback in the fun, at this feafon, 
produced great fatigue, and operated as an exciting caufe, af- 
fecting my head very much with pain. I had only four fits 
from the 27th May until the 6th December of the fame year. 
All kinds of exercife producing fatigue had fimilar effects ; but 
I think gunning was moft injurious. The report of a gun would 
affect my head and pulfe. I was pleafed with the amufement, and 
undertook it on horfeback to prevent the fatigue of walking ; 
but the report was ftill injurious. I was moft fubjeét to the 
complaint after going to bed, during the ina¢tion of fleep. In 
September 1804,1 was fo much reduced by the regimen and 
medicine, that I left off the mercury during this month, and 
tried the cold and fhower bath; but with confiderable difad- 
vantage. ‘I'wo attacks during this month. I then continued 
the medicine, Oétober and November, and had another fit after 
gunning, on the 6th of December. 

All hopes of recovery being nearly extinguifhed, and life 
irkfome, I determined to give the fugar of lead as fair a trial 
as I had done the mercury, and to pufh it to a confiderable 
extent, let the confequence be what it might. The good ef- 
fects of its ufe in children by Dr. Ruth, gave fome encourage- 
ment; while the infignificancy attending its ufe in adults, min- 
gled rather more fears than hopes. In feveral cafes in which the 
Doéter ufed it, not one cafe was cured ; and only one was fuf- 
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pended a few weeks. I therefore, with reluctance, began arid 
took of facch. faturni one-fourth of a grain three times a day, 
and increafed the dofe in one week to one grain; and conti- 
nued with that for the fpace of two weeks, and then increafed 
it to eight grains twice a day; and continued taking it in this 
quantity three or four weeks, with, I may fay, happy effects ; 
not one fymptom of my former complaint all this time; my 
pulfe from feventy-eight to eighty-four in a minute. 

The fenfible effect of the lead for the firft two weeks, was 
only a little coftivenefs; afterwards, a fponginefs of the gums 
came on, with a dark livid appearance around the dentes inci- 
fores ; {mall flow of faliva; feetid breath ; although my teeth 
were loofe, my mouth was not fore; a very great increafe of 
urine more than when I took mercury ; coftivenefs, fometimes 
for two days, and then the feces quite black and compact; my 
upper extremities, particularly my elbows, affected with pain 
in the morning. 

Although apprehenfive of ferious confequences I ftill deter- 
mined to go on with the medicine, and lofe fome blood to 
aflift it; accordingly, on the evening of the 24th January I 
loft fixteen ounces; my arm bleeding accidentally the next 
morning, I loft, by eftimation, eleven ounces more. I now for 
the firft time, loft all appetite for food, and continued three 
or.four days without eating any thing; this was fucceeded by 
pain in the epigaftrium, extending down below the navel, in 
the fpine, and region of the liver, which continued ten days, 
very excruciating indeed; I took laxatives, opiates, in large 
and repeated dofes, together with a long catalogue of medi- 
cines without any relief for the time above fpecified. 

The pains continued very obftinate, but lefs fevere, about 
fix weeks ; thofe in my arms were not gone, and extending to 
my legs, rendered ftanding impracticable. During the conti- 
nuance of thefe pains I was bled five times; the blood after 
{tanding twelve hours had very little or no ferum; and the 
craflamentum was of a dark, livid appearance. 
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After trying almoft every medicine that imagination could 
fuggeft, and being in a ftate of flow convalefcency, I found 
the greateft effectual relief from chalybs ppt. and myrrh; this 
firft reftored my appetite.* Since recovering my health, my 
ftomach appears to be fo much contra¢ted, that I cannot eat 
more than two-thirds or half as much as I could, or was 
wont to eat before, without a fenfation of confiderable ful- 
nefs. During the artificial difeafe from lead, my pulie did 
not exceed fixty or fixty-four ftrokes in a minute; and fince, 
from feventy-eight to eighty-four is its natural ftandard. 

It has now been feven months fince I began with the inter- 
nal ufe of the fugar of lead; fince which time I have not had 
the leaft fign of my former epileptic complaint ; except once, 
after fatigue in the hot fun, 1 had confiderable pain in my 
head. 

I was bled every month during the time I ufed mercury, 
without any fenftble relief from it; and am led to believe it 
an injurious plan to purfue in this complaint, from the fol- 
lowing confideration. Hemorrhage, or blood-letting to ex- 
cefs, will produce plethora, and I believe where that is ufed 
in a healthy ftate of the fyftem, as in epilepfy where there 
is no general morbid excitement, it muft do harm by occa- 
fioning a predifpofition. Moreover, if it has any good ef« 
fe&t, that good effect is loft by not attending particularly 
to the operation at a particular period of the moon; which, 


* I was very fanguine in my expectations from opium on hearing my friend 
Dr. I. Stevenfon fay, “ That he attended the cafe of two children, one feven, 
the other nine years old, who eat a quantity of white lead for chalk ; they both 
had very fevere pains in the abdomen, occurring at intervals; their fkins were 
remarkably yellow ; their bowels were nearly natural or rather coftive ; laxa- 
tives produced very black ftools, but no alleviation of pain; opium was fo 
good a palliative that he had recourfe to nothing elfe; it feemed plainly indi- 
cated, neither of their pulfes beat oftener than thirty-fix, and very foft; opium 
rendered the intervals of eafe longer and longer, until the pains vanifhed alto- 
gether in about five or fix days.” 
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when neglected, renders the attacks more frequent and more 
violent. 

Queries. — Whether or not has my taking the fugar of lead 
fo {oon after a courfe of mercury, produced thofe happy effects 
of relief, which were not obtained in adults by the ufe of the 
fame medicine ? 

Whether or not have the good effects of the medicine pro- 
ceeded from its direct fedative operation; or from its contract- 
ing the ftomach, and by that means obviating plethora ? 

What is the modus operandi of faccharum faturni taken in- 
ternally? Is it a fedative or a ftimulant? 

Perhaps the pen of fome f{peculative theorift might be ad- 
vantageoufly employed in an{wering thefe queries. Iam con- 
tent with having experienced the beneficial etfects of the me- 
dicine, and giving a narrative of facts and circumftances which 
led me to it. 

Thefe fa&s I have thrown together without much regard 
to order, or fyftematic arrangement; they are related with all 
the fidelity my memory will admit of; I with I could have 
avoided reafoning on them; but as a celebrated author ob- 
ferves—‘ As thorny as the fubject appears we muft approach 
and handle it ;” perhaps they may ferve as one round in the 
ladder, by which we may finally climb to the fummit of medi- 
cal fcience. 


THOMAS R. P. SPENCE. 


Dr. Jonn RepMAN Coxe. 
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On the Generation of the Septic Acid, from Negleé of Cleanlinefs. 
By Dr. Joun Bricke t. 


Savannah, Fune 15th, 1805. 
SIR, 


I HAVE been waiting for time and circumftance to furnifh 
fomething new and interefting, when I fhould reply to the 
letter with which you were pleafed to honour me fome time 
ago. 

I recolleé&t that previous to my attending the hofpitals in my 
youth, the Effay of Mr. Percival Pott, of London, was pub- 
lifhed, relative to fome inftances of mortification of the toes, 
which he found extremely difficult to cure. 

Cinchona, he ftates, did no good, the excruciating pains in- 
duced him to give opium, and he wafhed the parts with milk. 
After long fuffering, fome of his patients died, fome reco- 
vered. 

Two or three patients with mortified toes were received in 
the hofpital at different times; which, on being reported to, 
and examined by, the phyficians and furgeons, they direéted 
to be treated according to Mr. Pott’s method. In purfuing this 
plan, I had their fores often wafhed with mild foap fuds. 
They all got well much fooner than we expetted. 

Some time ago a perfon came to me for advice for his toes, 
which had begun to mortifye On examination, it was evident 
that he had not wafhed between his toes for a long time. Re- 
collecting fome important difcoveries of Dr. S. L. Mitchill, of 
New York, I put fome flips of litmus and other teft papers, 
between the toes of each foot. The litmus paper foon be- 
came red, which, together with the fimell, fatisfied me, that 
the long continued contaét of the Jocal fordes, united with the 
local difcharge, had, by generating the feptic acid, begun the 
procef; of mortification. 

I had, between the toes of one foot wathed with lime water ; 
and a weak folution of carbonated potath applied as often be- 
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tween the toes of the other. The man got well very foon: 
thofe wafhed by the lime water were fooneft well, which may 
be attributed to the antifeptic quality of the lime united with 
its aftringent effects. 

Here then is the folution of the problem, of the patients 
under my care in the hofpital, getting well fooner than expedct- 
ed; the alkali of the foap wafh, which entirely efcaped us at the 
time. 

Some healthy perfons are fubject to ftinking breath. This 
moftly arifes from the contents between the teeth rotting for 
want of cleanlinefs: let thefe contents be removed, the parts 
be wafhed with water very flightly warmed, daily, and then 
well wafhed with lime water, the breath will be fweet, and 
the caufe of rotting the teeth will be removed. 

In the pyrofis fputatoria, I examined the fluid vomited up ; 
it proved to be ftrongly alkaline; acid of any kind cures it. 
The perfpiration however ought to be examined, and if ftop- 
ped ought to be reftored; for fpafm on the furface is apt to 
produce vomiting, which may, by inverting the periftaltic mo- 
tion, draw into the ftomach the bile poured into the duode- 
num. It is indeed to be remarked that fometimes an acid, 
fometimes an alkali, prevails in the ftomach, which are eafily 
dete“ted, in the contents vomited, by chemical tefts, and cured 
by their oppofites. 


Iam, Dear Sir, 


Yours, with great refpect. 


JOHN BRICKELL. 
Dr. Joun REpMAN Coxe. 


P. S. Laft fummer a friend of mine fent me a brace of plo- 
ver, in the afternoon; I ordered them cleaned and kept for 
next day’s dinner. When the time came for cooking them 
they fmelt offenfively: I directed the cook to wath them well 
in ley, and broil them; when brought to table they had not 
the leaft offenfive fmell, and were extremely delicious. 
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An Account of the Virtues of fome American Trees, Shrubs, and 
Plants. By James Mease, M. D. 


Philadelphia, Auguff 15, 1805. 
Dear SiR, 


I SEND for publication, a fhort account of the medicinal 
qualities of certain American trees, fhrubs, and plants, 
which deferve much more attention from our brethren, than 
they appear hitherto to have experienced. The effects which 
I have ftated to be produced by them, have either been never 
publicly ftated before, or fo flightly noticed, as not to make 
any general impreffion: however, their importance fhould induce 
medical gentlemen in the country, to attend to their cultivation, 
and I hope they will omit no opportunity of adding to the 
re{fpectable lift which we have already obtained of 4 merican re- 
medies, as an immenfe faving would thereby be caufed not only 
to themfelves, but to the country in general; whence we now 
export many thoufand dollars annually for remedies, which 
with few exceptions might be fafely difpenfed with. 
With the fincereft wifhes for the fuccefs of your work, 


I remain, 
Affectionately Yours, 
JAMES MEASE. 
Dr. Joun RepMan Coxe. 





1. Ulmus Americana of Marhall, American rough-leaved 
elm tree. Red elm. 

From the great importance of this tree, I am induced to 
tranfcribe Marfhall’s defcription of it. 

“¢ This tree ris to the height of about thirty feet, with a 
pretty ftrong trunk; dividing into many branches, covered 
with a lightifh-coloured rough bark. ‘The leaves are oblong, 
oval and fharp-pointed, fomewhat unequally fawed on their 
edges, unequal at the bafe, very rough on their upper fur- 
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face, and hairy underneath. The flowers are produced thick 
upon the branches, upon fhort, collected footftalks; and are 
fucceeded by oval, compreffed, membranaceous feed veffeis, 
with entire margins, containing each, one oval compreffed 
feed.” Arbuffrum Americanum, Philadelphia, 1785. Cruck- 
fhank. 

The virtues of this tree, were firft publicly noticed by Dr. 
Samuel L. Mitchell, in the year 1789: He obferves, «* That 
the inner bark, by infufion, or gentle boiling in water, af- 
fords a great quantity of infipid mucous fubftance, that may 
be employed with fafety as food; I have eaten it repeatedly, 
and found it to agree with me perfectly well, and when mixed 
with fugar or with lemon juice, it became very palatable. ‘The 
knowledge of this fact may be very ferviceable to fuch tra- 
vellers, in the unfettled parts of our country, as lofe their 
way, or fall fhort of provifions. It has been beneficially ad- 
miniftered in catarrhs, pleurifies, quinfies, and applied as a 
poultice to tumours, and as a Jiniment to chaps and fefters.” 
Carey's American Museum, Vol. VIL. 1790. 

The following additional fa&ts upon this tree which were 
communicated by Dr. Jofeph Strong of Philadelphia, have 
already been inferted by me in the Domeflic Encyclpedia, (Art. 
Elm) but may be with great propriety introduced in this place, 
on account of the important information they furnith. 

Dr. Strong ftates, that during the time he ferved as furgeon 
in the army on our weftern frontiers, he experienced the moft 
happy effects from the application of poultices of the red elm 
bark, to gun-fhot wounds, which were foon brought to a good 
fuppuration, and to a difpofition to heal. It was applied as 
the firft remedy. When a tendency to mortification appear- 
ed, the bark bruifed and boiled in water, produced the moft 
furprifing good effects. After repeated comparative experi- 
ments with the other common emollient applications, as poul- 
tices of milk and bread, and linfeed, its fuperiority was firmly 
eftablifhed. He particularly ftated to me the cafes of the 
wounded in the action, in which the late general Wayne de- 
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feated the Indians, in Auguft 1794, as proving, in the moft 
evident manner, the beneficial effeéts of the poultice. In old 
ill-conditioned ulcers, and in frefh burns, equal benefit was 
derived from it. In diarrhceas and dyfenteries, an infufion of 
the bark was ufed with advantage as a diet drink. A foldier 
who loft his way in the woods, fupported himfelf for ten 
days, upon the mucilage of the elm, and on faffafras twigs. 
From the above-faéts, the red elm tree may be confidered as a 
highly valuable addition to our ftock of medicines, exclufive- 
ly American, and ought to be carefully fearched for by all 
medical gentlemen in the country, and its virtues proclaimed, 
in order that the farmers upon whofe plantations it may be 
found, may preferve it from the indifcriminating axe. 

2. Sefamum Orientale, or Vangloe, of the Weft Indies, Bene, 
or Binny, of theCarolinas, and Georgia. 

This plant has been known for a loag time in Africa, where 
the feeds were employed as horfe food, and for culinary pur- 
pofes. Sonini and Brown, mention the ufe of the feeds, for 
the above purpofes at the prefent day in Egypt, and in the 
Carolinas and in Georgia, they are conftantly boiled by the 
negroes with their allowance of mayz, by which it is render- 
ed more favoury. The feeds abound in oil of a very fine qua- 
lity, fully equal to that of Florence, according to Mr. Morel 
of Savannah. See his paper in the Amer. Phil. Soc. Tranf. 
Vol. I. 

We are indebted to the public-fpirited James Simons, Efg. 
of Charlefton, $. C. for a knowledge of the virtues of the leaf 
of Scfamum, in the dyfentery, a difeafe which unfortunately 
too frequently commits great ravages in our country fettle- 
ments. During the fummer and autumn of the year 1803, it 
prevailed to a great degree in the {tate of South Carolina; and 
from feveral ftarcements in the Charlefton papers, it appears, 
that a watry infufion of the leaf was attended with the moft 
remarkably good effects in the complaint. It is allo ftated, 
that the leaves retain their virtues in a dried ftate. As from 
my experience, the plant comes to perfection in Pennfylvania, 
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it would be well to cultivate it; and in order to give an oppor 
tunity of fo doing, I have placed feed procured from Georgia, 
in the hands of B. M‘Mahon, feeds and nurfery man, Chefnut 
{treet, who has undertaken to deliver it to applicants. I hope 
that thofe who may make future trials of the plant in the dy- 
fentery, will furnifh your ufeful work with the refult. 

3. Prinos Verticillata, Virginia winter berry of Marthall ; 
black alder. ‘The utility of the bark of this fhrub when join- 
ed with that of cornus florida, or common dogwood, in inter- 
mittent fevers, is very generally known to the people inhabit- 
ing the fickly parts of the ftates of Pennfylvania, New Jerfey 
and Delaware; but the knowledge of its efficacy in mortifica- 
tions, when united to the root of faffafras, is much more con- 
fined. JI have received however, fuch an account of the fuc- 
cefs of the combination, in the above complaint, from Jofeph 
Cooper, Efg. of New Jerfey, that I am induced to recommend 
in the moft urgent manner the ule of it. A decoction of the 
bark is to be mixed with a little {pirits, and when mixed 
with flour is to be applied to the parts. ‘The decoétion is alfo 
to be taken freely. Mr. Cooper related to me feveral inftances 
of the efficacy of this treatment in apparently defperate cafes of 
mortifications, even after the Peruvian bark had failed in check- 
ing the progrefs of the difeafe, which have determined me to 
add it to my materia medica. 

4. Sanguinaria Canadenfis, or blood-root, red root, is a very 
common plant in our woods. An inaugural experimental dif- 
fertation on it was written by Dr. Downey, of the Univerfity 
of Pennfylvania, in the {pring of 1803. Among the virtues af- 
cribed to it in that differtation, one is unnoticed, which pro- 
bably renders this plant of more value than any of its other 
virtues. I allude to its efficacy in removing jaundice. Shoepf 
barely mentions its ufe in that complaint; ,p. 86.) but my au- 
thority for its utility therein, is Thomas Cooper, Eig. of 
Northumberland, who in a letter which I lately received from 
him, mentions, that Dr. Smith of Wilkefbarre, in Luzerne 
county, has for fome years paft ufed the powdered root, with 
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great fuccefs in dofes of 15 or 20 grains ; and further obferves 
that it is a chief ingredient in the quack medicine, known by 
the name of Row/on’s bitters, which are in great repute among 
the illiterate. 

Dr. Muhlenberg of Lancafter, informed me, that in the cafe 
of a young woman, who {wallowed the feeds of /anguinaria, a 
temporary alienation of mind was produced. 

5- Afclepias Decumbens, or Pleuri/y root. Among the proper- 
ties which this vegetable poffeffes, that of being a diuretic has 
never yet been publickly noticed. I have not ufed this plant 
myfelf, but my friend Mr. James P. Willfon, of Lewes, Dela- 
ware, has affured me that it is both fafe and powerful, and 
has been frequently ufed with benefit in that part of the 
country. 

Collinfonia. Horfe-weed, knot-root, knot-weed. The hard 
knotty root of this plant, when infujed in cyder, has acquired 
much credit in dropfy, and in the cafe of an old lady, a cure 
was evidently effected by the remedy thus exhibited. 

6. Aralia Spinofa. Commonly called, prickly afh, angelica 
tree, tooth-ach tree. 

A watery infufion of the inner bark and root of this tree 
has a powerful effect in removing the pains of chronic rheu- 
matifm. It is poffeffed of a confiderable degree of acrimony, 
and powerfully affects the falivary glands. A moderately weak 
infufion, excites perfpiration and does not naufeate: but a 
{trong dofe feldom fails to produce that effect. Ihave had 
the moft decided proofs of the efficacy of this remedy in rheu- 
matic affections, and therefore can fafely recommend it. Some 
perfons infufe the bark in fpirits; but this practice I do not ap- 
prove of, being well convinced long fince, that where water 
can extract the active principle of a vegetable, a {pirituous 
tinéture ought never to be reforted to for internal purpofes. 
A ftrong tincture, however, of the berries is fuccefsfully ap- 
plied to hollow teeth when aching. 

4¢ Aralia Nudicaulis. 'The roots of this fpecies of ara/ia, 
may be fubftituted for farfaparilla, and doubtlefs: ufed with 
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more fuccefs than that expenfive medicine, of whofe virtues I 
have no opinion: indeed I cannot help wondering at the folly 
of medical men in continuing to prefcribe it, after the experi- 
ence which they muft all have had of its inertnefs. A watery 
infufion of aralia nudicaulis is taken in fome parts of this coun- 
try, as a remedy for that fpecies of eryfipelas ufually termed 
fhingles: it is alfo fometimes ufed by the farmers as a tonic, in 
cafes of a relaxed ftomach and lofs of appetite. 

8. Arum Triphyllum. Indian turnip. The acrimony which 
the frefh root of this common vegetable of our country poffeff- 
es, is well known. It would be well for thofe who are re- 
mote from medical aid, if the knowledge of its virtues was 
equally well diffufed. I have known it fingularly beneficial 
in the afthma, particularly in old people, and in the croup, 
and hooping cough. The following form of its exhibition 
anfwers beft. 

Grate one dried root, and boil it in half a pint of milk. The 
rule for its exhibition, in a general way, is to give it of fuch a 
ftrength, as that fome acrimony will be perceptible to the 
tongue and throat. It never affects the general circulation, 
but atts folely on the parts juft named; to the glands of which 
it is a powerful ftimulant, caufing a copious fecretion of 
mucus. 

9. Chenopodium Anthelminticum. Wormfeed. I fhould not 
have mentioned this well known plant, were it not for the 
purpofe of informing your readers, that an effential oil is ex- 
tracted from the feeds of it, which is equally, if not more 
powerfully deftructive to worms than the feed. The dofe be- 
ing fo much fmaller than that of the feeds, renders the oil 
highly valuable. The werms are killed by the oil and are dif- 
charged without form. ‘The preparation may be obtained at 
Baltimore. | 

10+ Geranium Maculatum. ‘This valuable plant is called in 
New Jerfey, and in fome parts of Pennfylvania, by the name 
crow-foot ; but as there are other plants which bear the fame 
trivial name, I will here defcribe the {pecies of geranium I 
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am now confidering. In England the common name of the 
genus geranium, is cranes-bill, and under that title, Dr. Willich 
treats of it in the Domeftic Encyclopedia. Martyn enumerates 
32 {pecies of geranium. 

Geranium maculatum. Root perennial, ftems feveral, about 
a foot high or more, dividing by pairs ; from the middle of the 
divifions come out the peduncles, which are pretty long and 
naked, each fuftaining two pale purple flowers, with entire 
petals. Leaves five-parted, gafhed, the uppermoft growing 
immediately to the ftem, without any foot-ftalk, (feflile).,; fow- 
ers in May. 

This excellent vegetable is happily very common near Phila- 
delphia; it abounds alfo about Woodbury, New Jerfey, and 
fhould be tranfplanted into every garden. The powerful ef- 
fects produced by a decoction of the root in milk, in bowel 
complaints, particularly of children, are well known ; but its ef- 
ficacy in {topping bleedings is known but to few. I have, how- 
ever, been fo well informed of two cafes, in which the moft ob- 
vious advantages were derived from the application of the root 
to the bleeding orifice, that I think proper to mention them, 
and to urge the trial of the remedy to all who may be fo un- 
fortunate as to require its ufe. 

The firtt cafe was related to me by the excellent Mr. W7/- 
liam Bartram, who ftopped a moft profufe hemorrhage in the 
ancle, from a wound by an adze. From the pulfatory manner 
in which the blood flowed from the wound, there could be no 
doubt of the divifion of an artery. 

The fecond cafe was ftated tome by Mr. Paul Cooper, of 
Woodbury, New Jerfey. The-particulars I do not at this time 
recollect, except, that the hemorrhage was very obftinate, and 
refifted a variety of powerful aftringents which were applied 
by the phyficians of New Jerfey, and of this city. 1 will pro- 
cure a {tatement of the cafe, and fend it to you. 
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Account of the Diffecton of a fingular Lufus Nature. By Dr. 
J. B. Davince. 


Baltimore, Auguft 6th, 1805. 
SIR, 
HE enclofed is a copy of a letter written to Dr. M‘Ken- 
zie of this city, in 1803. If you think it entitled to a 
place in your Medical Mufeum, a periodical work of confidera- 
ble merit, you have my permiffion to infert it. 


Accept the homage of my efteem, 


JOHN B. DAVIDGE. 
Dr. Coxe. 


Baltimore, March ioth, 1803. 
Dear Sir, 


GREEABLY to my promife, I fend to you a correét de- 

tail of the phenomena, as they appeared externally, and 

were difcovered upon diffection, in that fingular lufus nature 

of the human kind, your friendly courtefy furnifhed me with ; 

and I folicit you to accept for the favour you granted to me, 

of ufing the preparation in my lectures, that return which a 
mind confcious of an obligation naturally offers. 

On the firft view, the external fexual parts have all the cha- 
racters of thofeof man. The apparent penis emerges from the 
ufual part of the pubes. In fize and length it fully meafures 
with the penis of a youth of fourteen, the age of your pa- 
tient. Its glans and preputium are perfect and natural, to a 
youth at this period of life; but upon examining I can find 
no urethra or perforation at its apex ; a pit or flight excava- 
tion is all that is difcoverable. 

About half way down this fictitious penis, or real, though 
preternatural clitoris, there is, pofteriorly, an attempt at an ure- 
thra; but having penetrated about three-fourths of an inch, it 
ends in a kind of cul de fac, or blind duét. It receives with 
eafe the fmaller end of a blow-pipe. 
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Leaving this doubtful member, we are led to examine the 
two flefhy emboffments, which, forming the labia pudendi ot 
the moderns, or ale majores of the ancients, pafs from be- 
fore backwards; but nature, to aftonifh us the more, has de- 
parted more widely from her ordinary route in this ftep, than 
in forming a clitoris of- three inches in length. Inftead of 
labia pudendi, we have prefented to us a fcrotum, complete in 
its ftru€ture and figure, if we except a flit, of about an inch 
and an half from its anterior to its pofterior commiffure, run- 
ning from the inferior part of the fittitious penis pofteriorly, 
and conftituting the rima cunni of Albinus. So confounded 
with, and obfcured by the common and numerous ruge of the 
{crotum, is this flit, that it is not difcovered otherwife than by 
mechanically feparating the two lateral portions of this rugofe 
bag. From the pofterior commiffure, or angle of the rima, 
a raphe, analogous to that of man is continued to the anus. 
About three-fourths of an inch, tracing from the anus anteri- 
orly along the courfe of the feam of the perineum, is an auk- 
ward endeavour, in appearance, to effect a perforation ; but it 
€an remain as an index only, not being permeable to the {mall- 
eft briftle, that nature had not wholly loft fight of her gene~ 
ral laws, but chofe in the prefent inftance to play with their 
powers, and free herfelf a little from the dull formality of unity. 

The left lateral divifion of the fcrotum, has all the appear- 
ance it would have in a youth, who might force up to the ab- 
dominal ring, the tefticle, and leave the bag pendulous. It is 
otherwife with the right. ‘This contains a body fimilar to a 
tefticle, without its epididymis, and fufficiently mature for the 
age of fourteen. The dartos muicle is natural, and evidently 
capable of alternate, free relaxation and contraction. ‘The tef- 
ticle, or mifplaced and very much enlarged ovarium, has its 
proper tunica vaginalis, and is appended to a cord, in no ex- 
ternal charaéter diffimilar from the fpermatic. At the inferior 
end of which cord there are three diftinét fimbriez. But as 
above hinted, there is no epididymis; the cord afcends, and 
pafling through the abdominal ring, is foon loft in the liga- 
mentum rotundum of the right fide, to be defcribed hereafter. 
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The nymphz, fhielding the entrance into the vagina, are in 
a great degree natural, though rather ftarved, as they fhould 
protrude themfelves at the age of your patient, a little beyond 
the labia pudendi, or what, in ftrict juftice, we may call the la- 
teral portions of a perfect fcrotum. For by fome ftrange ca- 
price of nature, the labia pudendi have been forced to yield, in 
our fubject, their rights, to the: overbearing infolence of {cro- 
tal claims. 

A little fubfequent to the death of the perfon from whom 
our preparation is taken, you inform me that the vagina ad- 
mitted the finger with facility: it now admits of the introduc- 
tion of a large blow-pipe. 

The os pubis is much larger on the right fide, than on the 
feft. ‘The mons veneris is natural and well clothed with hair. 

The characteriftics of the parts, internally, decidedly an- 
nounce in behalf of the female. The uterus or matrix is na- 
tural. The ligamentum latum, tuba fallopiana, fimbria and 
ovarium of the left fide are not deformed with any thing pre- 
ternatural ; and the broad ligament with its fallopian tube are 
perfect on the right fide; but here there is neither ovary nor 
fringe. 

At the exterior edge of the right broad ligament there is a 
long narrow fac; the walls of which are of extraordinary 
thicknefs, and in their texture approach to callus. It will re- 
ceive about two drachms of water, and terminates in the va- 
gina, in the form of a meatus urinarius. This fac is un 
queftionably the urinary refervoir, or bladder. 

The ligamentum rotundum of the left fide, rifes naturally, 
from the body of the uterus, and paffing out through the ab- 
dominal ring of its own fide, lofes itfelf in the external parts. 

The round ligament of the right fide begins in that part of 
its correfponding broad ligament, where the right ovary fhould 
have been, and after paffling on a {mall diflance, fuddenly ex- 
pands to the fize of the fpermatic cord of the male, becom- 
ing, what I have already delineated the cord, to which the tef- 
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ticle, or preternaturally enlarged, and -preternaturally collo- 
cated ovary is attached. 

The right ovary or tefticle (let judges determine) equals the 
left, which is of common dimenfions, fix times multiplied. 

The above uncommon, and I may add, unparalleled pheno- 
mena, for fo far as the faithful light of natural and medical hif- 
tory enables us to advance, we explore in vain the archives of 
mature and medicine for a parallel, I demonftrated to the 
gentlemen, among whom I have the honour of allotting to 


yourfelf a place, who attended my courfe of lectures this 
feafon. 


I have endeavoured to be faithful and honeft, keeping the 
path intermediate to the hypothefis that nature is not uniform 
in her economy, and that, which admits of no fundamental va- 
riety. Ihave related facts as they are, without ftraining any 
one part of the general character to favour this or that natu- 
ralift. 

It would be highly gratifying to the curiofity of the phi- 
Jofophic naturalift to obtain fome hiftory of the amatorial ap- 
petencies, as they were difplayed during life, predominant in 
your patient ; but as the incidents neceffary to fuch private hif- 
tory are enveloped in fhade impervious to the ray of inquiry; 
and as any particular furnifhed by ftrangers, would ferve more 
to direct the pencil in the general outline of character, than 
to open a way to the individual f{prings of the paffions, we 
muft be content with interpreting the expreflion of the lead- 
ing features of this wild game of nature. 

It may juftly be queftioned whether the perfon we treat of, 
be of the hermaphroditical order, and eftablifh one affirmative, 
againft the many negatives of naturalifts, in behalf of a human 
hermaphrodite, as the poffeffion of all the fexual properties of the 
male and female, will perhaps be urged as necefiary to confti- 
tute a genuine hermaphrodite.—It is a ferious misfortune, that 
in America we have it not fufficiently in our power to {peak to 
the world, in the univerfal language of engraving. 

If you will excufe me, I will add what fome writers have 
faid and written on this fubject. 
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In Chefelden’s thirty-third plate we have a reprefentatior 
of “ the parts of an hermaphrodite negro, which was neither 
iex perfect, but a wonderful mixture of both. This perfon 
was twenty-fix years of age, and in fhape perfectly male.” 

As it is not unfrequently difficult for us to determine the fex 
from the general external form, which is I fuppofe what is 
meant by being “ in fhape perfectly male,” without taking into 
the account the external fexual parts, I think that this firft ftep 
needs farther interpretation. 

Figure 3 refers to “ labia or a divided fcrotum, in which 
were perfect tefticles with all the veffels.” 

Whether Chefelden intended that we fhould underftand. oti 


- thefe words, that each tefticle had its proper epididymis and vas 


deferens, I am unable to conclude; nor is the difficulty I meet 
with here, in any degree leffened by the circumftance of our 
preparation ; where there is, from every external character of 
the body itfelf, contained in the right fcrotal fac, every evi- 
dence of its being a genuine male tefticle; but how is this evi- 
dence affected by the abfence of the epididymis, and prefence 
of fimbriz within the tunica vaginalis? To which we might 
add the fact that there is no ovarium on the right fide. 
Chefelden has given us no account of the internal parts ; he 
has not faid whether there were a uterus and its appendages, 
the ovaria and fallopian tubes. He makes no mention of 
the urethra, and we are left to guefs whether it terminated in 
the vulva, or paffed down through the clitoris. Upon the 
whole, we have not fufficient authority to believe thofe bodies, 
by this learned anatomift denominated tefticles, to be of the 
fame nature and ftructure, although they be of the fame fize, 
of the male tefticles ; nor have we a right to ufe the language 
of this gentleman and give to the fubjects of his plates, a place 


among the hermaphrodites of nature; as it may be fairly ar- 


sued, according to a hint above, that a real hermaphrodite muft 
poffefs every fexual part of the male and female. 

Plate xxxiv of Chefelden is pretty much in character with 
his thirty-third. 
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Plato was of opinion that mankind, with all other animals, 
were, originally, during the infancy of the world, herma- 
phrodites, and in procefs of time were feparated into male 
and female. For this I have the authority of Darwin’s Zoo- 


nomia. 


‘“‘ La portion du clitoris qui eft apparente a peu de longu- 
eur, et de volume, fi ce n’eft dans quelques femmes, ou elle 
egale le bout du petit doigt, le pouce, et méme la verge de 
’homme.” Baudelocque, tom i. page 93- 


‘¢ Hermaphroditi veri non dantur.” Ru/ch. Thes. 
‘‘ Que extra venerem in cafta foemina, parva fuerat, fuo etiam 


modo arrigit et intumefcit ut prepofterz veneri fervire poffit 


multoque ufu ejus denique moles ejus augitur.” 
Haller. Phyfiol. 


In Bruce’s Travels, and in Travels in Africa, Egypt, and Sy- 
ria by G. W. Browne, we are told that ‘ the clitoris is always 
extirpated as a religious ceremony.” This ceremony was fug- 
gefted by its fize I fuppofe. ‘Thofe who have a {fufficient fa- 


cility of faith may accord credit to Bruce’s travels. 


Yours, with efteem, 


JOHN B. DAVIDGE. 
Dr. M*Kinzie. 


Vol. I. vs 
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An Account of the Difeafes of Queen Annes County, Eaftern Shore 
of Maryland, during 1802—3. By Dr. G. WILLIAMSON, 
in a Letter to. the Editor, dated Baltimore, Fune 12th, 1805. 


SIR, 


HE hiftory of a country fo notorious for autumnal dif- 
eafes, as that of the Eaftern Shore of Maryland, would 

no doubt be gratifying to the reader, who is unacquainted 
therewith; but as Ido not feel myfelf adequate to an under- 
taking of fuch magnitude, it muft fuffice to fay, that that part 


of the country in which I refided, is low and interfperfed with 


branches, ponds, and -fwamps, contiguous to fome of which 
there are -confiderable marfhes ; there is alfo a mill pond in the 
neighbourhood. The upland is a light fandy foil, and very 
famous for the production of wheat and Indian corn. 

As it has long fince been known that the neighbouring at- 
mofphere, in countries fituated like this, is, during the autum- 
nal months, much contaminated by the difengaged miafma ; 
and that this atmofphere is one of the grand caufes of autum- 
nal difeafes, I fhall not deem it neceffary to make any com- 
ments thereon. 

The cholera infantum, a difeafe fo prevalent in cities, and 
one fo much dreaded by parents, was not very prevalent here ; 
the moft of thofe cafes that did occur were eafily cured by 
calomel purgatives, abforbents, &c. 

The only cafe I fhall notice of this difeafe, was that of a 
child aged about feven months: this child had been labouring 
under the difeafe fix or eight weeks before I faw it, although 
{ had been fpoken to by his father on the occafion fome time 
previous to this; but not then having commenced prattice, he 
was referred to the family phyfician; the difeafe ftill progreff- 
ing, and the child confequently getting much weaker, a con- 
fulting phyfician was applied to, at which time I was not in 
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the neighbourhood. Soon after my return, the parents on 
getting up one morning, obferved the child much worfe; and 
in addition to the difeafe he had long laboured under, they 
difcovered an external affection that much alarmed them, 
which extended from the umbilical region down to his knees, 
and which they fuppofed to be a mortification. A number of 
the neighbours according to a country cuftom, were fummon- 
ed to fee the child pay the laft debt due to nature. AsI was 
at hand, and the other phyficians were not, fome of the attend- 
ants propofed my being called in; the father confented with 
obferving it was not worth while, as it was too late for any 
relief to be adminiftered: this prediction I at firft thought 
correct; but as I had been induced from experience to adopt 
the maxim of ‘* while there is life, there is hope,” I prefcribed 
according to the beft of my judgment, and am happy to fay, 
that however fimple my prefcriptions may appear, they had, 
I believe, the good effect of curing the child, as none others 
were had recourfe to: for the external appearance which I 
fuppofed to be an incipient gangrene, cataplafms of bitter herbs, 
and Peruvian bark were applied, and frequently renewed. In- 
ternally, I gave a weak folution of fal tart.—laudan.—et ol. anif. 
to quiet his bowels which were then much difordered; the 
tinct. cort. Peruv. was alfo given in {mall quantities. 
Convulfions in children, and cholera morbus in grown per- 
fons, frequently occurred during the fickly feafons of 1802—3, 
but as nothing peculiar was obfervable in them or the treat- 
ment thereof, I fhall proceed to the more formidable difeafes, 
the intermittent and bilious fevers: this part of the country 
has ever fince my memory, been remarked for being propitious 
to the intermittent fever, but within thefe few years paft they 
have been more than ufually of a bilious nature. The ague and 
fever of this country like thofe of moft others, are not confined 
to any particular type, although that of the tertian is moft 
frequent. When firft called to a patient labouring under this 
difeafe, I generally commenced the treatment with a purgative- 
compofed of calomel and jalap; two intentions were had in 
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view in conjoining the jalap; one was to make the cathartic 
more active in its operations, the other muft be obvious to 
every phyfician who may have prattifed in a country where 
the citizens are oppofed to the ufe of calomel. I would here 
beg leave to obferve that it never was my wifh to give a purge 
that would operate frequent, but quick; after the prime vice 
were cleanfed, barks were given in as large quantities and as 
frequently repeated as would agree with the ftomach of my pa- 
tieat ; I found a little Virginia fnake root, and falt of tartar con- 
joined with the bark, anfwer much better than it alone. Eme- 
tics are a favourite remedy with many of thofe who are fub- 
ject to the ague and fever, and if they are not indulged with 
them, they think the phyfician not mafter of his profeffion; 
owing to this circumftance, I indulged them where I did not 
think them really pernicious, although I generally prefer ca- 
thartics, and believe they anfwer every purpofe; in facét I never 
prefcribe an emetic in any difeafe unlefs I think it indifpenfably 
neceflary, which, by the by, I think much lefs frequently the cafe 
than is generally imagined. In this part of the country liver 
complaints are frequent and fometimes troublefome, and in 
my humble opinion there is no remedy we could have accefs 
to, fo valuable in thefe complaints as calomel; hence it was 
that I prefcribed it in moft difeafes where purgatives were ne- 
ceffary, and I was convinced there was nothing to forbid it. 
The next difeafe I propofed treating of, is the bilious fever, 
and I muft here alfo beg leave to obferve that it as frequently 
partook of the intermittent type, as the intermittent did of the 
bilious. Yet it fometimes, and not unfrequently, was of the 
complete remittent type. This difeafe when properly treated 
was almoft always very manageable ; when improperly treated 
in the firft ftage by too great depletion, it occafionally dege- 
nerated into the typhus fever, frequently proved troublefome, 
and fometimes fatal. I believe with the illuftrious Ruth, that 
debility is the predifpofing, and ftimuli the exciting caufe of 
this difeafe: this doctrine if not correct, is in my opinion the 
moft plaufible that has yet been advanced; for how evident 
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muft it be that a fyftem previoufly debilitated, will, by an over 
portion of ftimuli aéting on it, be thrown into a morbid action, 
which is what that celebrated author terms the proximate 
caufe of fever. In the treatment of the bilious fever of this 
part of the country, I have feldom found it neceflary to un- 
fheath the lancet. When firft called to a patient labouring 
under this difeafe, if his ftomach was much difordered, the 
faline mixture was had recourfe to; after his ftomach was fome- 
what quieted, a cathartic compofed of calomel and jalap, was 
given ; if a remiffion did not then take place, a febrifuge mix- 
ture of fal. tart. crem. tart. & tart. antimon. was given in fome 
agreeable drink, and as foon as a remiffion took place, the 
bark was given; if my patient’s ftomach would not bear it in 
fubftance, I gave it in decoction ; when the cafe would admit 
of it, lavender compound was added to the decoétion of bark 
with advantage; when I met with a patient who could not 
take the bark, columbo was had accefs to. 

The two following cafes were the moft remarkable of the 
bilious fever that occurred during my practice in Queen- 
Anne’s. 

The firft was what I conceived to be the higheft grade of 
bilious fever, or that difeafe frequently termed yellow fever: 
the fubject was a boy aged ten years : preceding this attack he had 
been indifpofed, and taken fome medicine prefcribed by his old 
grand-father, who was extravagantly fond of him. ‘The old 
gentleman is one of thofe men, who are much oppofed to 
phyficians, and it is a very rare occurrence for one to be 
employed in his family ; however, after his grandfon had been 
ill for about thirty-fix hours I was called in. When I firft faw 
him he had a high fever, hot fkin, pulfe quick, and frequent, 
violent pain in his head, flufhed countenance, oppreffion at 
the precordia, pain in his ftomach and bowels: a cathartic 
was prefcribed, and he was directed to take the febrifuge mix- 
ture as foon as the purge was done operating, neither of which 
had any effect, which I fuppofed was owing to his grand-father 
indulging him with cold water, new cyder, or any thing he 
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might pleafe to call for: the fecond day worfe,. high fever, 
pulfe much as yefterday, pain in his head and bowels increaf- 
ed; delirious, blecding from the nofe, fauces, &c. fkin and 
eyes much yellower than ufual, a puking and purging of black 
grumous matter, not much unlike coffee grounds ; when moved 
he fcreamed violently, there is a certain degree of wildnefs in 
his eyes, and he is almoft continually picking the bed clothes. 
A blifter was applied to the back of the neck, and alkaline 
injections were dire€ted 5 thefe however were not tried. The 
following morning death clofed the fcene. As my patient was 
of a delicate conftitution, and confiderably debilitated by a 
previous indifpofition, I did not think proper to let blood in 
his cafe. 

The next cafe was what I termed an intermittent bilious 
fever ; the fubject of which was a young gentleman of a robuft 
conftitution, although he had fomewhat impaired the tone of 
his ftomach by a foolifh practice of puking up the contents 
thereof when in health, merely to gratify the curiofity of his 
acquaintance. It is not a little remarkable that feveral chil- 
dren of the fame parents poffefs that command over their f{to- 
mach, and what is more remarkable is, that it is not owing to 
their figuring to themfelves any “uncomely fcene, or making 
any great exertion, as a {mall effort, from a defire to pleafe 
themfelves, or gratify the curiofity of their acquaintance, is 
fufficient to produce the wifhed for phenomenon. 

When this young gentleman was firft attacked, he was 
much alarmed, as he had an obftinate puking; and having a few 
weeks prior to this loft a fifter by a fimilar complaint, he now 
regretted having habituated himfelf to a prattice fo foolith in 
itfelf, and one fo baneful in its confequence: in addition to the 
puking he had a high fever with violent pains in the head, 
back, &c. he had, alfo, a purging: the faline mixture was firft 
direted to quiet the f{tomach, after which a purge of calomel 
and jalap was given, and he was directed to take the bark as 
foon as the fymptoms would admit of it; on the third day the 
difeafe returned with greater violence thanever. I was fent 
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for in hafte, but living feveral miles diftant, the fymptoms had 
abated before .I arrived: his vomiting had been fo fevere that 
he faid he thought it muft have killed him ; the faline mixture 
and other medicines had been had recourfe to, but availed no- 
thing; I directed a conttauation of the barks as foon as an 
intermiffion might take place: he was now very folicitous for 
fomething to relieve his vomiting, as that was, in his opinion, 
the moft alarming fymptom he laboured under, and he dreaded 
the confequence of another attack: after a little reflection, I 
refolved to give the following mixture, fal. tart. tinct. op. 
ef. menth. & aq. font. in {mall quantities, which had the wifhed 
for effect, and my patient was foon cured by taking plentifully 
of bark. I confefs,’I at firft had my doubts refpecting the 
propriety of giving tinct. opii in this ftage of the difeafe, but 
thefe doubts were foon removed when I confidered that opium 
was recommended, by the moft celebrated authors in the hot 
ftage of intermitting fevers, and alfo, that in many violent dif- 
eafes of the ftomach, it has the good property of allaying its 
irritation and quieting it. 

In the autumn of .1803, the weather was very dry and 
warm. Dyfenteries were this feafon prevalent but moftly 
mild, and generally cured by cathartics, glyfters, an al- 
terative pill compofed of calomel and ipecacuanha, with. ftrict 
attention to diet and drink. I did not in a fingle cafe find 
it neceflary to have accefs to emetics or opium, previous to 
a cathartic. When firft called in, I gave a purge of jalap 
and calomel. I believe with Ontyd, that calomel in this dif- 
eafe not only cleanfes the prime viz, but it feems to have 
fomewhat of an anti-dyfenteric power, for it may be exhibited, 
even to the moft delicate conftitutions with perfect fafety, and 
frequently under its ufe, the gripings and pain abate; after the 
bowels were evacuated, I had accefs to the alterative’ pills, one 
of which was given three times in twenty-four hours, and the 
bowels were kept open by means of the ol. ricini. Ontyd 
when {peaking of oleaginous medicines, fays, that * they are 
not only ufelefs but even hurtful, for they often adhere to the 
inteftinal plicatures, contraét rancidity, and excite grievous 
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pains.” I muft here beg leave to differ in opinion from that 
author, for fo far from confidering ol. ricini injurious in this 
difeafe, I confider it among the beft of remedies that can be 
employed, infomuch that I believe it has not only the effect of 
evacuating the contents of the bowels, but has alfo, the ef- 
fect of obtunding the acrimony of the offending matter, and 
healing the internal coat of the injured inteftines. ‘The two 
moft obftinate cafes of this difeafe which occurred in my prac- 
tice were thofe of married ladies, each of which brought on 
a relapfe when nearly cured, one by drinking cold water, the 
other by indulging herfelf with a little cabbage; but by again 
having recourfe to the above remedies, and paying ftri¢ter at- 
tention to diet and drink, they were again relieved, and foon 
cured. 

Several cafes of typhus fever occurred during my practice 
in this part of the country, but the only one that I fhall notice 
was that of a negro girl aged feventeen years. When I firft 
faw her fhe was complaining of a pain in her head and back, 
her pulfe was frequent and her bowels difordered; as it was 
underftood fhe was pregnant, I fuppofed thefe affections ow- 
ing to that caufe, and endeavoured to bleed her, but did not fuc- 
ceed, and a gentle dofe of the ol. ricini was given her. When } 
faw her again her difeafe was a confirmed typhus, the fymp- 
toms of debility, laffitude, wearinefs, defponding countenance, 
fighing, anxiety and depreffion of {pirits, were prevalent, the 
pulfe frequent, quick, and weak: {fpiritus mindereri was occa- 
fionally given, and the bark in as large quantities, and as fre- 
quently repeated as would agree with the ftomach ; blifters 
were alfo applied. Second day, blifters have not drawn, fhe ap- 
pears worfe, affections of the head increafed, pulfe as yefter- 
day ; fhe has now tinnitus aurium, delirium without fever, her 
voice is confiderably altered, fhe frequently awakes from fleep in 
great alarm, and it is fome time before fhe can be pacified; 
bark, &c. continued, and the blifters again applied; third 
day worfe, head ftill affefted, has tremulous motion of the 
tongue, lips and hands; is when awake continually picks 
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ing the bedclothes, and when afleep incoherently talking, but 
her articulation fo imperfect as not to be underftood. She will 
raife herfelf up in bed and call for her clothes, expreffing a de- 
fire to goa vifiting : blifters have not drawn: what more to do. 
than to fupport the fyftem by bark, &c. I knew not; how- 
ever, recollecting that profeffor Ruth faid in his Lectures, 
that medicines frequently operate much better after venefection 
than before, I -refolved to fee what effect it would have in 
her cafe; and as there appeared a great determination of blood 
to the head, I directed her to be cupped. After taking afew oun- 
ces of blood from the back of the head, a blifter was applied 
to the back of the neck which drew remarkably well ; from that 
time my patient began to mend, and was foon cured. 

The next and laft autumnal difeafe that I fhall notice, is 
the habitual or chronic diarrhoea, which has, within thefe few 
years paft, been very rife in this part of the country; but as I 
have been fo frequently thwarted ‘in attempting to cure this 
difeafe, I fhall treat of it in a very curfory manner. I tried, 
I believe, almoft every remedy that has ever been f{poken of as 
beneficial in this complaint, and far the greater part of them 
without any advantage whatever. ‘The remedies which fucceed- 
ed the beft with me, were, after giving a gentle dofe of ol. ricini, 
pills compofed of opium & ipecacuanha. Aneminent phyfician who 
practifed here fome time fince, fays, he found a pill compofed of 
ginger and cinnamon, have a very falutary effect in this difeafe ; 
and one who now prattifes here fays, that he firft endeavours 
to produce a determination to the furface, and then gives the 
acetate of lead and opium, conjoined, with advantage. 

In the winter feafon pleurifies are not unfrequent, and are 
generally cured by blood-letting, cathartics, blifters, diluent 
drinks, &c. 

During the {pring feafon, catarrhal affe€tions were frequent, 
and generally pretty eafily cured by fuch remedies as are ufu- 
ally applied in that difeafe: the only obftinate catarrhal affec- 
tion that I met with during my practice here, was that of a 
gentleman of an impaired conftitution, who had long fince 

Vo. Il. Aa 
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been troubled with phthifical affections. He tried a great num= 
ber of the medicines fo generally prefcribed in that difeafe,. 
without the wifhed for effect. The difeafe ftill increafing, he 
became much debilitated: and almoft exhaufted; his cough was 
very fevere, every precaution was taken to prevent its return, 

and. palliatives were applied to fiorten.its duration, but in vain. 

In. order to fupport the fyftem, the bark was prefcribed in 

as large quantities as his ftomach would bear: this medicine 
had afar more happy effe& than I anticipated; it not only fup- 
ported the fyftem, but it alfo cured my patient. Rafhes and 
{carlet fevers were alfo prevalent during the vernal months, but 
were of a: flight nature, one cafe excepted, which was that of 
an induftrious farmer of a delicate conftitution and weak breaft,. 
owing to his expofing himfelf in the rain, while the rafh was 
on him—he caught cold, a metaftafis took-place, and a pneu-. 
monic difeafe was brought on. Blood-letting, gentle purga- 
tives, with a febrifuge mixture, and the antiphlogiftic regimen 
cured him. 


With great efteem, 
Iam, Yours, &c. 


G. WILLIAMSON. 
Dr. JouN RepMan Coxe, 














A Cafe of Sativation produced in a Child, from a Cent which he 
fwallowed. Communicated to the Editor, by Dra. Wu. Bunn. 


O* Sunday evening, December 31, 1797,-I was called into 

Callowhill ftreet, to vifit a little boy, about three years. 
of age, who had an hour before fwallowed a cent; he com- 
plained of ficknefs at the ftomach, which was foon fucceeded 
by fevere vomiting, and continued until next morning. 
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‘January 1{t. Complains of pain in the ftomach, and of a fore 
throat; bowels were freely opened with caftor oil. 2d. A dif- 
charge took place from-the falivary glands yefterday, which has 
increafed to nearly one pound in twenty-four hours; it-appears 
to be pure faliva, attended with fome {welling of the tongue and 
falivary glands. The oil which he took yefterday produced feve- 
ral ftools, fome appear green: he ftill complains ef pain in the 
ftomach. 4th. Complains of great pain in the abdomen, which 
is {welled and hard; I attribute this to the bowels not havmg 
been opened by the accuftomed dofe of oil, during the laft 
forty-eight hours: his mouth continues fwelled, and difcharges 
about a pint a day; begins to have an appetite to eat, but is 
not able to fwallow much of any folid food. sth. The oil 
opened the bowels freely laft evening, and entirely removed 
the pain and-hardnefs of the abdomen; the {pitting -has begun 
to abate and forenefs of the mouth fomewhat removed: 1 or- 
dered his mother to give a dofe of caftor oil daily, and to give 
me information when the cent fhould come'from him. 

February 7th, I was feat for to-day to-fee the cent, which 
came from him this morning without any -evident pain, but 
with a copious bilious ftool; the cent was very bright, but did 
not appear to be corroded by the juices of the ftomach and 
bowels in the leaft degree. From the sth of January, until 
the cent was difcharged, he -continued to have a fore mouth 
and throat; and if the oil was omitted for twenty-four hours, 
the abdomen would become fwelled, painful and hard. I or- 
dered a repetition of the oil occafionally, for a few days, to 
keep the bowels open, by which means the forenefs of the 
mouth was removed, and the child reitored to perfeét health. 


Philadelphia, Auguft iff, 1805. 
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A Cafe of Difeafe produced by taking one Ounce of Corrofive Subli- 
mate, fuccefsfully treated. Communicated to the Editor, by Dr. 
Wo. Bupp. 


pyea II, 1799, I received a note requefting my 
attendance on a young lady, about 12 o’clock, who was 
reprefented to be very ill. I hafted there, and found her walk- 
ing about the room without much appearance of extreme dan- 
ger: on converfing with her concerning the fubject of her com- 
plaint, I found, that twenty-four hours previous to my being 
called, fhe had been fuddenly feized with violent pains.in the 
ftomach, which were directly followed by profufe vomiting of 
blood, which fymptoms ftill continued at intervals: the abdo- 
men was {welled as large as a woman’s in her feventh month 
of pregnancy, was very hard, and fhe had pains at regular in- 
tervals, fimilar to pains in labour; fhe complained of great thirft, 
but was not able to retain what fhe drank any length of time; 
pulfe rather more frequent than ufual, but not full: the above 
fymptoms gave me reafon to fufpect they were owing to fome 
irregularity in the ufual periodical difcharges, or perhaps fhe 
might be pregnant, and the violent pains caufed by that; J 
made further inquiry in hopes that fhe would relate fome cir- 
cumftance that would unfold the real caufe of her difeafe, but 
all to no purpofe, for fhe declared fhe had not taken any thing 
that could have produced that effect, and that fhe had been 
regular but two weeks before, and experienced good health 
previoufly to that period, I directed about twelve ounces of 
blood to be taken from the arm as foon as it could be done 
conveniently, and gave her two grains of gum opii in pills, 
hoping that fhe would be eafed by them, but they were almoft 
inftantly thrown up. 12th. The fwelling ftill continued, at- 
tended with great pain in the f{tomach and bowels ; very thirfty, 
and the bowels have not been freely opened fince yefterday ; 


the bleeding of laft night produced no relief, I directed the 
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fame quantity to be taken again, and. to give a table-fpoonful 
of the ol. ricini every hour until the bowels fhould be freely 
opened. 

13th. The fwelling of the abdomen has fuddenly difappear- 
ed during the laft night, and the pain likewife abated, fo that 
the patient got fome reft; but this morning the {welling return- 
ed with the ufual fymptoms of pain, and great heat or burning 
of the ftomach, and occafional vomiting or belching of blood ; 
for, as fhe lay on her back, fhe would raife confiderable quan- 
tities of blood, mixed with water, -by a peculiar action of the 
ftomach, without any exertion on her part; the ftomach has 
become fo very irritable that fhe could with difficulty bear to 
be touched with the hand, or even to fuftain the weight of 
the bedclothes. She now complains of forenefs in the throat 
and fauces, which partly confirms me in what I frequently 
fufpeéted, that fhe had taken fome poifonous medicine, and 
that is moft likely to be a mercurial poifon, from the affection 
of the mouth and throat. 

I ordered the oil to be frequently repeated through the day, 
with a double view; 1. That it would be moft likely to pre- 
ferve the ftomach and bowels from injury, and from any cor- 
rofive matter that might be contained in them; and, 2. The 
good effects that would be derived from its purgative quality: 
I likewife direéted about ten ounces of blood to-be taken, and 
a large blifter to be applied tc the region of the ftomach, as 
well as one to each wrift, alfo her drinks to be of the moft 
diluting kind, fuch as flaxfeed tea, barley water, &c. 

rath. Ifound her generally relieved from the pains in the 
f{tomach and bowels ; the oil operated very well, and the blif- 
ters drew confiderably ; fhe fays the pain is chiefly removed 
from the f{tomach, but has a pricking fenfation, as fhe de- 
fcribes, like {word points fticking in it; troubled with fainting 
fits. This afternoon her pains returned with redoubled vio- 
lence, and are attended with confiderable fever; the affec- 
tion of the head ftill continues, as well as the difcharge of 
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-blood from the ftomach. She now thought proper to inform 
me through the medium of a friend, that fhe had taken on the 
day before I was called, twenty-five cents worth of merc. cor. 
fub. which, from the general price of that medicine, muft 
amount to an ounce.or .four hundred and eighty grains; her 
fituation now appeared to be defperate; indeed it is ftrange, that 
inftant death did not enfue from the enormous dofe of poifon ; 
the pricking pain, as above defcribed, proceeded, as I fup- 
pofe, from fome of the fublimate in its native {tate in the fto- 
mach ; I determined therefore to try the effects of a ftrong fo- 
lution of vegetable alkali, which would caufe a fpeedy de- 
compofition, and render the fublimate inoffenfive ;—the alka- 
line folution anfwered my expectation, for it produced inftant 
relief, and remained longer in the {tomach than any liquid fhe 
had taken before. 
rsth. Continues better: ordered the folution and oil to be 
repeated. 
16th. Swelling has increafed very much fince yefterday ; 
complains of great pain in the ftomach and bowels, throat 
very fore and has frequent fits, pulfe full and hard. Catame- 
nia made their appearance daring laft night, and increafe to an 
alarming degree; ordered -her.to be bled, and take ten grains 
of alum, with about an equal quantity of fal nitrievery two 
hours till the thould get relief, and cold vinegar cloths to be 
applied to the pubes. 
17th. Moenorrhagia abated, ftomach retains its medicine, 
but is ftill very fenfibleto the touch; bowels freely opened, 
-drinks flaxfeed tea, and is able to take a {mall quantity of light 
nourifhment ; ordered fmall quantities of fweet oil at inter- 
vals through the day to be taken, and if the bowels fhould 
not be freely opened, to have an injection. 
18th. Continues to mend, and takes the oil two or three 
times a day. 
20th. The abdomen frequently {wells and becomes very 
bard, but difappears by the operation of the medicine. 
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January 21, 1800. I was again fent for to fee my old pa- 
tient, who is afflicted in the manner before defcribed, with an 
additional {welling in the epigaftric region of the left fide, and: 
a fenfe of weight and hardnefs, which the fays fhe has felt for 
feveral days ; the ftomach ftiil remains very irritable and fre- 
quently. rejeéts what is taken in it. IF refumed my former 
mode of practice, which appeared to me to be the beft and 
perhaps only means by which I could effect a cure. 

22d. I found her relieved from'moft of her complaints, in 
confequence, I fuppofe, of a copious difcharge from the fto- 
mach, of matter, which refembled pus, and which fhe fays had 
a faltifh tafte: I direéted her to take a moderate portion of 
nourifhing diet, and to ufe oil, whenever the bowels required 
opening. . 

2gth. She ftill continues mending, and frequently vomits 
the aforementioned matter, which vomiting is preceded by a 
fenfe of pain and weight in the ftomach. 

N. B. Iheard from her fome time after: fhe was in good 
health, except fome flight affection of the ftomach, which 
perhaps may be increafed by a ftrong propenfity to.eat Cay- 
enne pepper fince her illnefs. 


Philadelphia, Augufi 1, 180%. 
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Hiftory of a Cafe of Death from long continued Abffinence. Cont- 
municated to the Editor, by Benjamin Rusu, M. D. 


Auguft 23, 1805. 
Dear Sir, 


ge following account of the uncommon duration of hu- 
man life under extraordinary degrees of abftinence, was 
communicated to me fome years ago by Judge Fifher of Virgi- 
nia, by whom it was received from the brother of the unfor- 
tunate and probably deranged gentleman, who was the fubject 
of ite The account may ferve to enlarge the ideas of phyfi- 
cians of the refources of the conftitution to preferve itfelf, by 


the aid of that which is the ufual caufe of its deftruction, I 
mean difeafe. 


From your friend, 


BENJAMIN RUSH. 


Dr. Joun RepMan Coxe. 


King George County, OGober 11, 1802. 


R. C— S— in the fummer of the year 1794, aged about 
thirty-two years, while riding to the parifh church to 

attend divine fervice, was feized with hemiplegia, or as fome 
of his phyficians termed it, arthritic vertigo, which palfied him 
on one fide, rendering his articulation indiftinét, and his gait 
irregular and tottering. He did not fall, but being fenfible of 
the change in his conftitution, he rode up to the houfe of Mr. 
R— A— which was at hand—and at wiich he afterwards died. 
His difpofition, which was naturally cheerful, affumed a 
melancholy complexion. He was attended by feveral able 
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phyficians, but finding at the end of a year that he had re- 
ceived no benefit from their prefcriptions, he formed a refolu- 
tion of terminating his life by abftinence from nourifhment. 
On the part of his friends, nothing was omitted to divert him 
from this defperate purpofe; but every endeavour proved in- 
effectual. When other arguments failed, he was tempted, by 
bringing into his prefence fuch difhes as he was known to be 
fond of. On thefe occafions he would fhut his eyes, and im- 
patiently defire the difhes to be taken away, confeffing that 
the temptation greatly diftrefled him; for it is to be obferved, 
that his appetite had not been impaired by the difeafe. 

Finding himfelf at firft tormented by exceflive thirft, caufed 
by a fever which fupervened in confequence of his abftinence 
from food, he chewed now and then an apple, carefully 
{pitting away the pulp; but conceiving that even this prac- 
tice might protract his life, he rejefted, after a day or two, 
the relief it afforded, indulging himfelf in water alone. In this 
manner tormented, by alternate paroxyfms of hunger and 
thirft, he lived sixty pays at leaft, and retained apparently 
his ufual underftandinog. 


Sir, 
Your refpectful and obedient fervant, 
JOHN A. STUART. 


Sr. Grorce Tucker, Esa. 


This extraordinary cafe is not altogether unprecedented. In 
the 18th vol. of the European Magazine for 1790, p. 124, we 
have the following account in a paper entitled ** Memoirs of a 
celebrated French Adventurer.” —£ditor. 

“In 1782, he was ftill in the Baftile. He took a loathing 
to all food, and loft even the neceflity of eating. He had al- 

Vol. Il. Bb 
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ready continued nine days without fuftenance. His negro had 
in vain certified this extraordinary fact. To afcertain the 
truth it was refolved, that he fhould eat his meals out of the 
Tower, and be carefully watched to fee whether he carried 
any provifion to his mafter. ‘The faét was verified. Mr de 
Saint Sauveur, at that time Lieutenant of the Baftile, and Mr. 
Chenon, Commiffary, who frequently faw him in this fituation, 
certify, that the Chevalier de Saint Lubin, abftained from every 
kind of meat and drink for the fpace of fifty-eight days.” He 
afterwards efcaped from the Baftile. 

In the fame Magazine for October 1783, are accounts of 
animals living for many, even twenty-five days without eat- 
ing, when Calabria was deftroyed by an ‘earthquake: alfo an 
account of ‘ a girl of eighteen years, buried under the ruins 
of a houfe fix.days, having at the ancle, had her foot almoft 
cut off, by the edge of a barrel'that ‘fell upon it. the duft and 
mortar {topped the blood; fhe never had the affiftance of a 
furgeon ; but the foot of itfelf dropped off, and the wound per- 
fectly healed without any other affiftance ‘but that of nature.” 
Thefe are related to Sir William Hamilton, by the Padre 
Minafi. 
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Hiftory of a Cafe of Conftipation continued: alfo an Account of a 
Cafe of Biliary Concretions. By Dr. Joun Vaucuan, Wil- 


m1” otOn. 


Auguh 7th, 1805. 
Dear Sir, 


“VHE cafe of conftipation mentioned in the rft vol, of the 
Medical Mufeum, page 397, has fince terminated fa- 
tally in defpite of every means we could employ to refift it. 
The olive oil relieved the patient twice, and he tken became dif- 
gufted with it and refufed to take it again. We then reforted to 
more attive purgasives, with our former want of fuccefs; 
they diftreffed him exceffively, producing tormina and vomit- 
ing. Injeétions entirely failed 5 and finding a cafe of conftipa- 
tion in Duncan’s Commentaries, which was relieved by the ufe 
of a garden pump, I procured a hand pump, with a flex- 
ible or hofe tube adapted to it, and threw up warm water into 
the inteftines as long as the di:iention could be borne. ‘This 
proceis gave temporary relief for a fortnight and failed alfo, 

The patient wearied, at length, with the fruirlefs efforts to 
reftore him, refigned himfelf to his fate, with the occafional 
ufe of laudanum to mitigate his fufferings. He lay, for the 
almoft incredible term of forty-eight days, without the leaft dif- 
charpe per anum, and friendly death put a period to his fuf- 
ferings on the twenty-eighth of June. 

I was extremely anxjous to have examined the body, by dif- 
fection, but was unfortunatety detained out of town, at the 
time, by an imperious cafe, until putrefaction had taken place. 
There can be little doubt, but diffeCtion would have afforded 
fome light in this ambiguous and perpdxing diforder ;—-but it 
was impracticable. 

From the effects of the {mall pump, in this cafe, I am per- 
fuaded that it is much more powerful, and fhould be preferred 
to the fyringe, in all cafes of difficulty. It alfo is infinitely 
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more convenient. With a hofe tube of from two to three 
feet in length, a patient may lie in bed; without being ex- 
pofed to indelicacy, and with but very little inconvenience. 





CASE OF BILIARY CONCRETIONS. 


In a cafe of bilious colic, which occurred lately in the per- 
fon of an elderly lady, who has been many years afflicted with 
colic, and almoft continual uneafinefs in the region of the ab- 
domen ; during the operation of an attive cathartic, fhe voided 
about thirty calculous concretions. The largeft weighed fix 
grains. They were about the fize of grains of maize—angular, 
had a whitifh-coloured nucleus encrufted with a darker lami- 
na, which was fufceptible of a fine polifh and refembled the - 
enamel of teeth. ‘They were infoluble in water, in acids or in 
alkalies, but when applied to a candle burnt with a Jambent 
flame, fimilar to elaftic gum; and a confiderable quantity of 
air was difengaged during combuftion. ‘They poffeffed no one 
quality of calcareous earth, or urinary calculi; and I have no 
doubt were formed in the gall bladder or its duéts, and dif- 
charged into the inteftines, by a fympathetic a¢tion, excited by 
the operation of the cathartic. ‘The lady has completely reco- 
vered, and with fome reafon to hope for better health, than 
while thofe concretions were lodged in the vifcera, obftruét- 
ing or impeding the ordinary function of whatever vifcus they 
may have been feated in. 


I am, Sir, refpectfully, 
Your friend and humble fervant, 


JOHN VAUGHAN. 


Dr. Joun RepMan Coxe. 
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To the Editor of the Philadelphia Medical Mufeum. 

SIR, 
F the following cafe of puerperal convulfions comports with 

the plan of your Mufeum, you will oblige me by infert- 

ing it. 
I am, Sir, 
Your friend and well-wifher, 
A. B. 

Philadelphia, ) 

Fune sth, 1805. 





Puerperal Convelfons. 

July 28th, 1799. Iwas requefted to vifit Mrs. D. aged 
about forty, of a full habit, labouring under puerperal convul- 
fions. About g, A. M. yefterday, the waters came away, and 
every thing went on well, though rather tedious. Atg,P. M. 
fhe was fafely delivered of twins, which were fmall, but 
healthy. The placenta came away foon after, with the lofs of 
but little blood. Her fpirits were raifed at the happy termi- 
nation of the labour, in confequence of which fhe exerted her- 
felf greatly in talking with her neighbours; and got out of 
bed not lefs than three or four times during the night, to dif- 
charge her urine, which came away in large quantity. ‘The 
gentleman who attended her, told me he left her laft evening 
in the moft favourable ftate. This morning, about 9 o'clock, 
having flept but little, and being very reftlefs during the night, 
with a flight difcharge of the lochiz, fhe was feized with a 
convulfion. Another fucceeded in half an hour, and by the 
time I faw her at 1, P. M. the had had no lefs than feven. She 
was now infenfible, very reftlefs, and frequently fighing, fkin 
hot, pulfe quick and ftrong, face much flufhed. Her pulfe 
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this morning was very low, and the had taken affafcetida, vol. 
alkali, and opium, without relief. Her bowels were well 
opened yefterday. I ordered -her to lofe ten ounees of blood, 
which were taken away whilft I remained, with difficulty, ow- 
ing to the convulfions. She bled freely, and for a fhort time 
feemed rather eafier. In about ten minutes the had a fit, con- 
tinuing ten or fifteen minutes, and terminating in an apo- 
plectic ftertor, with foaming at the mouth. During the fit 
the pulfe was full and ftrong. I ordered an emoliient glyfter, 
with warm fomentations tothe abdomen; aad left: directions 
to take away ten ounces. more of blood, if the pulfe kept up, 
and the convulfions did not moderate. ) 

At 6, P.M. I found her more quiet, and fleeping eafier ; 
has had four more fits, at longer intervals; and at times fhe 
appeared to be fenfibie, by calling for her children, and by know- 
ing her attendants; the fkin is cooler, and is more generally 
moift; flight appearance of the lochie. ‘The pulie kept up 
{o much, that fhe loft the blood as I had directed between. 3 
and 4,P.M; pulfe ftill ftrong and quick, above i4o in a mi- 
nute. ‘The injection was retained. If the. fymptoms do not 
moderate, let her lofe 12 ounces of blood in the courfe of 
the evening, and apply a large pair of blifters to the ankles. 
The face is lefs flufhed, and the head appears relieved, as fhe 
has lefs of the fiertorous breathing, and lefs general inquie- 
tude. ‘The blood drawn was not fizy. I amtold fhe is ra- 
ther intemperate in health. 

29th, y, A. M. Four fits, but lefs violent during the night 5 
fhe is more fenfible, though rettlefs; blifters rofe well; loft 
ten ounces of blood in the evening, which is not fizy 3 no ap- 
pearance of lochiz ; fleeps more eafy. During the night her 
bed broke down, and fhe was obliged to fit up in a chair till 
it was mended. Paffed her water feveral times, but has had 
no ftool; confiderable pain of abdomen, but no ficknefs or 
vomiting ; breafts rather turgid; pulle ftill active and ftrong, 
and 130 in a minute ; tongue white and much bitten during the 
convulfions; clange her linen, &c. daily ; continue fomenta- 
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-tions‘to the abdomen; blecd-toten ounces if the pulfe keeps up, 
and let her drink punch made of cremor tartar. ‘HH-her bowels 
are not foon open give moderate dofes of fuluble tartar or 
‘Glauber’s falts. 

8, P..M.'T found her ina compofed and-found fleep, pulfe 116, 
and more moderate 3; fkin cooler and Jefs flufhed ; one-capious 
{tool, with great relief. At 3, P. M.the -pulfe had rifen ‘fo 
greatly that ten ounces of ‘blood-{not fizy) were taken away. 
Breafts confiderably hard. Apply the children:'tothem. - 
mit the cream of tartar, as fhe has taken about two table 
fpoonfuls. Barley water-‘or molaffes and water for her com- 
mon drink, with Sij. of nitre to each quart. Has had no 
convulfions. Slight appearance of the lochial difcharge. Ap- 
pears more fenfible than heretofore. Before the laft bleeding 
fhe complained of very great fenfibility of the fkin; even ty- 
ing up the arm to bleed gave confiderable pain. This has 
fubfided. Repeat the bleeding if the pulfe rifes. 

3oth. Bowels well opened during the night. Since when, 
fhe has been much difpofed to hyfteria, laughing and talking 
continually, except whilft fleeping, which is tolerably com- 
pofed. No convulfions. Breafts more turgid. Apply the 
children to them. Lochiz increafe. Complains of pain in 
her fide and back. Bathe the parts with volatile liniment. 
No pain of abdomen. Urine natural. Pulfe from 112 to 120, 
and more moderate. Bleeding not requifite in the night. 
Tongue white and moift, and much injured by biting it dur- 
ing the convulfions. Ordered nitre‘grs. x, and one-eighth of 
a grain of tartar emetic every two hours; and if the pain of 
the fide increafes apply a blifter, and bleed to fix or eight 
ounces. 

31ft. Appears much better. Lochize in fmall quantities. 
Pain of fide relieved by the embrocation. ‘Two ftools laft 
night and one this morning with much relief. Pulfe nearly 
130, but moderate. Tongue white and moift. ‘Talked a 
great deal yefterday and faw too many friends. Pain of ab- 
domen is gone. Slept but little till the morning. Continue 
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the nitre and tartar emetic and ufe gruel without wine, for 
nourifhment. 

Auguft rft. Slept well by the aid of ten drops of lauda- 
num. Much better. Milk increafes, and lochie in ufual 
quantities. Pulfe too and moderate. ‘Tongue cleaner. Sat 
up yefterday in the afternoon. Urine frequent. Complains 
of her bruifes. Continue nitre, &c. and take broth. 

3d. Convalefcent. In lefs than a week from this period 
fhe was down fairs. 
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FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC. 


HuMANE Society or PHILADELPHIA. 


Directions, for recovering perfons who are fuppofed to be dead, 
from drowning ; alfo, for preventing and curing the difor- 
ders produced by drinking cold liquors, and by the aétion of 
noxious vapours, lightning, and exceffive heat and cold upon 


the human body. Publifbed by the Humane Society of Phila- 
delphia. 18¢5. 





Direétions, for recovering Perfons who are fuppofed to be dead, from 


Drowning. 


8. S foen as the body is taken out of the water, it muft be 

A conveyed on a board or bier if at hand, to a houfe, 
or any other place, where it can be laid dry and warm, avoid- 
ing the ufual deftructive methods of hanging it by the heels, rolling 
it on a barrel, or placing it acrofs a log on the belly. 

2. The clothes muft be immediately ftripped off, and the 
body wrapped up in blankets, well warmed. It fhould be laid 
on its back, with the head a little raifed. If the weather be 
cold, it fhould be placed near a fire, and an heated warming- 
pan fhould be paffed over the body; but in warm weather it 
will be fufficient to place it between two blankets well heated, 
or in the‘funfhine, taking care to prevent the room from being 
crowded, with any perfons who are not neceflarily employed 
about the body. 

Vol. I. vc 
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3. At the fame time, the whole body fhould be rubbed with 
the hand, or with hot woollen cloths. The rubbing fhould 
be moderate, but continued with induftry, and particularly 
about the breaft. Apply alfo heated bricks to the feet, belly, 
and breaft. The immediate application of friétions is of the 
utmoit importance, as many have been recovered by frictions 
only, when early ufed. 

4. As foon as it can poffibly be done, a bellows thould be 
applied to one noftril, whilft the other noftril and the mouth 
are kept clofed, and the lower end of the prominent part Of the 
wind-pipe (or that part which is called by the anatomilts, po- 
mum adami) is preffed backward. The bellows is to be work- 
ed in this firuation 5; and when the breaft is {welled by it, the 
bellows fhould ftop, and an affiftant fhould prets the belly up- 
wards, to force the air out. The bellows fhould then be ap- 
plied as before, and the belly again be preffed; this procefs 
fhouid be repeated from twenty to thirty times in a minute, fo 
as to imitate natural breathing as nearly as poflible. Some vola- 
tile {pirits, heated, may be held under the valve of the bellows 
whilft it works. If a bellows cannot be procured, fome per- 
fon fhould blow into one of the noftrils, through a pipe or 
quill, whilft the other noftril and mouth are clofed as before; 


_ or if apipe or quill be not at hand, he fhould blow into the 


mouth, whilft both noftrils are clofed; but whenever a bel- 
lows can be procured, it is to be preferred, as air forced in by 
this means, will be much more ferviceable than air which has 
already been breathed. 

5. During this time, a large quantity of afhes, water, falt, or 
fand, fhould be heated ; and as foon as it is milk-warm, the 
body muft be placed in it; the blowing and rubbing are then 
to be continued as before; and when the water, afhes or falt 
are cooled, fome warmer mutt be added, fo that the whole may 
be kept milk-warm. 

Loud noifes have fometimes proved fuccefsful in recovering 
fuch perfons and reftoring to life. When figns of returning 
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life are apparent, the frictions muft be continued, but more 
gently. 

Thefe methods muft be continued three or four hours, as in 
feveral inftances they have proved fuccefsful, although no figns 
of life appeared until that time. When the patient is able to 
fwallow, he moft take fome wine, brandy, or rum and water; 
bleeding or purging ought not to be ufed, without confulting a 
phyfician, who-fhould be called in as foon as poffible—but gly- 
fters of falt and water may be injeted. 

After life has returned, if convulfions come on, blood fhould 
be taken by direction of a phyfician. 


To prevent the fatal Effects of drinking cold Water, or cold Liquors 
of any Kind in warm Weather. 


1ft. Avoid drinking whilft you are warm, or, 

2d. Drink only a {mall quantity at once, and let it remain 
a fhort time in your mouth before you fwallow it; or, 

3d. Wath your hands and face, and rinfe your mouth with 
cold water before you drink. If thefe precautions have been 
neglected, and the diforder incident to drinkiug cold water hath 
been produced, the firft, and in moft inftances, the only remedy 
to be adminiftered, is fixty drops of liquid laudanum in fpuirit 
and water, or warm drink of any kind. 

If this fhould fail of giving relief, the fame quantity may be 
given twenty minutes after wards. 

When laudanum cannot be obtained, rum’ and water, or 
warin water fhould be given. Vomits and bleeding fhould not 
be ufed without confulting a phyfician. 


The dangerous Effetis of noxious Vapours, from Wells, Cellars, 


fermenti:g Liquors, ‘Sc. may be prevented, 


By procuring a free circulation of air, either by ventilators 
er opening the doors or windows, where it is confined, or 
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by changing the air, by keeping fires in the infected place, or 
by throwing in ftone-lime recently powdered. 

Thefe precautions fhould be taken, before entering into fuch 
fufpected places; or a lighted candle fhould be firft intro- 
duced, which will go out if the air is bad. When a perfon is 
let down into a well, he fhould be carefully watched, and 
drawn up again on the leaft change. But when a perfon is 
apparently dead, from the above-mentioned caufe, the firft 
thing to be done is to remove the body to a cool place in a 
wholefome air; then let the body be ftripped, and let cold wa- 
ter be thrown from buckets over it for fome time. ‘This is 
particularly ufeful in cafes of apparent death from drunken- 
nefs.—Let the treatment now be the fame as that for drowned 
perfons. ‘The head fhould be raifed a little; and continued 
frictions, with blowing into the noftril with a bellows, fhould 
be practtifed for feveral hours. 





In Cafes of Suffocation from the Fumes of Burning Charcoal, 


The general treatment recommended for curing the difor- 
ders brought on by noxious vapours, is to be applied; but the 
dangerous effects of this may be prevented, by taking care not 
to fit near it when burning; to burn it in a chimney; and 
where there is no chimney, to keep the door open, and to 
place a large tub of water in the room. 

In all thefe,.as well as in cafes of drowned perfons, mode- 
rate purges and bleeding are only to be ufed, with the advice 
of a phyfician. 


To prevent the fatal Effects of Lightning. 


Let your houfe be provided with an iron conductor; but 
when this cannot be had, avoid fitting, or ftanding, near the 
window, door, or walls of an houfe, during the time of a thun- 
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der guft. The nearer you are placed to the middle of a room, 
the better. When you are not in a houfe, avoid flying to the 
cover of the woods, or of a folitary tree for fafety. 

When a perfon is ftruck by lightning, ftrip the body and 
throw buckets full of cold water over it for ten or fifteen mi- 
nutes ; let continued frictions and inflations of the lungs be 
alfo practifed: Let gentle fhocks of electricity be made to pafs 
through the cheft, when a fkilful perfon can be procured to 
apply it; and apply blifters to the breaft. 





To prevent Danger from Expofure to the exceffive Heat of the Sun. 


Diforders from this caufe, or (as they are commonly termed) 
Strokes of the fun, may be expected, when a perfon who is ex- 
pofed to his rays, is affected with a violent head-ache, attended 
with throbbing or with giddinefs ; where the diforder takes 
place, thefe fymptoms are followed by faintinefs and great in- 
fenfidility, with violent heat and drynefs of the fkin, rednefs 
and drynefs of the eyes, difficulty of breathing, and, accord- 
ing as the difeafe is more or lefs violent, with a difficulty, or 
entire inability of {peaking or moving. 

To guard againft thefe dangerous etfeéts of heat, it will be 
proper, 

1ft. To avoid Jabour, or violent exercife, or expofing your- 
felf to the rays of the fun, immediately after eating a hearty 
meal : 

2d. To avoid drinking fpirits of any kind, when you are 
thus expofed. Thefe add an internal fire to the heat of the 
fun. Vinegar and water, fweetened with molaffes or brown 
fugar, butter-milk and water, {mall beer, whey, or milk and 
water, are the moft proper drinks for people who are expofed 
to exceffive heat. But the lefs a perfon drinks of liquors of 
any kind zm the forenoon, the better will he eudure the heat of 
@ warm day. 
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3d. To wear a white hat, or to cover a black one with 
white paper, when you are neceffarily expofed to the hot fun, 
and to avoid ftanding ftill when in fach a fituation. 

4th. [fo retire into the fhade as foon as you begin to be af- 
fected with pain or throbbing in the head, with giddinefs or 
with faintinefs. 

If thefe precautions have been negleéted, and the fymptoms 
above deicribed have come on, it will be proper, 

1f{t, To remove the perfon fo affected into a cool, dry place, 
and to loofen all his garments, particularly thofe around his 
neck and breatt. 

2d. To examine whether the pulfe at the wrifts or temples 
beats forcibly, and if it does, to bleed immediately ; but if the 
pulfe be weak, or cannot be perceived, bleeding muft not be 
performed. P 

3d. To place his feet and legs (or if it can be done) the 
lower half of his body in warm water. But if this remedy 
fails, 

4th. To apply linen cloths wet with cold water, or with 
cold water and vinegar, to the temples and all over the head. 

5th. To adminifter plentiful draughts of vinegar and water 
fweetened. 

In all cafes of this kind, a phyfician fhould be fent for, un- 
Jefs the patient recovers {peedily. 


Re ae Ee 


To prevent the Effects of exceffiive Cold. 


-Perfons are in danger of being deftroyed by it, when they 
become very drowfy, or are affected with general numbne(s or 
infenfibility of the body. As the cold which proves fatal, 
generally affects the feet firft, great care fhould be taken to 
keep them as warm as poflibie. 

ift. By protecting them when you are expofed to cold 
with wool, or woollen focks within the fhoes or boots, or 
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with large woollen ftockings drawn over them, or when you 
tide, with hay or ftraw wrapped round them. 

2d. By kceping up a brifk circulation in the blood veffels 
of the feet, which will be beft preferved by avoiding tight 
boots or fhoes, by moving the feet conftantly ;.or when this is 
impracticable, from a confined fituation, and two or more per- 
fons are expofed together, 

3d. By placing their feet, without foes, againft each other’s 
breafts. 

If notwithftanding thefe precautions, a perfon fhould be 
rendered fleepy or infenfible by cold, he muft exert himfelf 
and move about quickly, for if he fhould fleep in the cold, he 
will inevitably perifh, When a perfon who is travelling in 
company, begins to be affected in this manner, his companions 
fhould force him to walk brifkly or to run. 

When cold has produced apparent death, the body fhould 
be placed in a room without fire, and rubbed fteadily with 
fnow, or cloths wet with cold water, at the fame time that the 
bellows is applied to the nofe, and ufed as in the cafe of 
drowning. ‘This treatment fhould be continued a long time, 
although no figns of life appear; for fome perfons have re- 
covered, who were to appearance lifelefs for feveral hours. 

When the limbs only are affected by the cold, they fhould 
be rubbed gently with fnow, or bathed in cold water with ice 
in it, until their feeling and power of motion returns; after 
which, the bathing or rubbing with {now is to be repeated 
once every hour, and continued a longer or fhorter time, as 
the pains are more or lefs violent. 

The perfon thus affected fhould be kept froin the fire, 
for warmth and acrid application of every kind are very 
injurious. 
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Extraé from the Minutes of the Original Vaccine Pock Inftitutwn, 
in Broad Street, Golden Square. 


Tuespay, Fan. 29, agreeably to the notice in the fummons, 
a critical examination of Mr. Goldfon’s fecond pamphlet was 
read by Dr. Pearfon. 

Mr. G. at the outfet afferts, that his former conclufion has 
been confirmed by additional fubfequent inftances, that the in- 
oculated cow-pock is only a temporary prefervative ; and hence 
that a perfon at one time fecure, may become fufceptible of 
{mall-pox. However they differ in opinion, the author can- 
didly acknowledges the liberal and juft conduét of the medical 
eftablifhment of this inftitution, of Dr. Rollo, and Mr. Dun. 
ning; and * I truft,” fays he, “ that the phyficians of the in- 
ftitution will conceive that I feel the marked attention they 
have paid me. Their fentiments are replete with real and ge- 
nuine philanthropy, conveyed in fuch language as to demand 
not only from the profeffion, but from the public, a large tri- 
bute of applaufe.” But there are other authors, fays he, 
“who have thought proper to fubftitute abufe for inveftiga- 
tion: to record their names would difgrace my pen, and to 
combat them I find myfelf unequal.” 

On the ftricture of Dr. Jenner, “ that the practice of vac- 
cination had been always ill conducted at Portfmouth, owing 
to imperfection of virus from beginning to end,” Mr. G. re- 
marks, ‘ that the affertion is without foundation in authority ; 
for there was, in all his cafes, a vaccine veficle leaving a fcar ; 
nor was there any difeafe of the fkin to alter the progrefs 
of it.” 

Dr. de Carro alfo having caft a refleftion on Mr. G. the 
compliment is returned, by advifing the foreigner, without de- 
lay, not to confide in his cafes of inoculation with matter of 


greafe ;—** which he has with fo much ardor difperfed 
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through the Auftrian dominions, left, at no great diftance of 
time, mifchief overtake the fubjeéts and the inoculator.” 

Mr. G. next comes to a detail of cafes formerly publifhed, 
with obfervations. 

1ft. Mr. Grant’s child affords a cafe of fmall-pox after vac- 
cination. The patient having been inoculated by a confiden- 
tial friend of Dr. Jenner, neither the inoculator’s qualifica- 
tions, nor the efficacy of the matter, are doubted, as in fimilar 
cafes of failure when the matter was from other fources, and 
the inoculator not of the party. Accordingly, the ground of 
objection is, that the eruptive diforder, on the fecond inocu- 
Jation, was not the fmall-pox; but Mr. G. maintains, that 
the courfe and fymptoms were fuch as would have been 
deemed the {mall-pox, if publifhed before the cow-pock inocu- 
lation. Dr. P. remarks, that there certainly were not fuch 
fymptoms and progrefs as he fhould confider to be decifively 
the fmall-pox : for, 

‘1. The inflammation was more rapid than ufual, and almoft 
difappeared before the fever and eruption. 

¢ 2. The fix or feven eruptions which came out on the 8th 
day died away in the ftate of a watery fcurf, without attaining 
the ftate of puftule, or even of veficle: and he fays, he fhould 
have not confided in fuch a cafe being the fmall-pox before 
vaccine inoculation; although he acknowledges that equally 
irregular and anomalous cafes of {fmal-pox have occurred, 
and given fecurity againft future attacks. 

‘3. There fhould, at leaft, have been a fuppurated pock or 
puftule fubfifting in that ftate for not lefs than five or fix days, 
and then affording a fcab which left a cicatrix. ‘The hard 
black fcab remaining for a month, and leaving an indentation, 
is what he has frequently feen from variolous inoculation fub- 
fequent to vaccine, and in which cafes there were no erup- 
tions nor conftitutional diforder. 


‘Mr. G. feems to infer, that the fafceptibility of taking the 
fmall-pox is not deftroyed by vaccination, becaufe, on re-ino- 
culation with varioious matter, there was excited in all his 
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cafes, at leaft a local inflammation ; which effects not very 
unufually fecure a patient from.the fmall-pox, although there 
has been no conftitutional diforder. But in eighty-four out of 
one-hundred and two cafes at Paris, as cited by Mr. G. no fen- 
fible local effeéts were produced on variolous inoculation af- 
ter the vaccine. Dr. P. fays, he cannot admit thefe cafes as 
the fmalleft evidence adverfe to vaccination. 

‘ 1. Becaufe, fo far from fuch local effeéts not being un- 
ufuaily attended or followed by unfufceptibility of the fmall- 
pox, he affirms that fuch unfufceptibility is not effected with 
{uch appearances in one cafe out of five hundred; whereas, in 
Mr. G’s prattice, the greater part of his cafes, which he confi- 
ders as {mall-pox after cow-pock, were merely thefe local af- 
feétions excited by the varinlous inoculation. 

‘2. Dr. P. obferves, that after fmall-pox, on a fecond vari- 
olous inoculation, very often fimilar local affections do occur. 

‘3. He has feen fimilar local affections repeatedly, and as 
frequently on a fecond inoculation after variolous as after vac- 
cine pock. 

‘Mr. G. fupports his opinion by adducing five cafes from 
Dr. Rollo; in three of which there were puftules in the are- 
ola, and a conftitutional affection ; and in the other two there 
were eruptions which did not maturate, although the fluid in 
them excited the diftinét fmall-pox in other perfons, who had 
not gone through either fmall-pox or cow-pock.—There is no 
reafon to doubt the accuracy of Dr. Rollo’s cafes; but Dr. 
P. for reafons above given, cannot admit them as evidence of 
fma!l-pox after cow-pock, and becaufe the variolous matter of 
local affections, in perfons who have gone through either 
{mall-pox or cow-pock, will frequently excite diftin& fimall- 
pox as here related. Mr. G. next calls in the evidence of five 
cafes of variolous inoculation after cow-pock, by Mr. Crock- 
ford : but here two of them had only local effects produced, 
and, in the reft, merely a few pimples broke out. 
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« Mr. G’s. fecond cafe, as related in his firft publication, is 
that of Worsfold’s child, fuppofed to have had the fmall-pox 
in the natural way, who had the cow-pock three years and 
two months before. Dr. P. agrees with Mr. G. that his op- 
ponents had no right to declaim that the child had not really 
gone through the cow-pock, confidering Mr. G’s accurate 
account of the progrefs, and of the efchar remaining ; but that 
the fmall-pox really took place, Dr. P. does not allow; for 
the feven eruptions which appeared were merely pimples that 
remained only five days, and never maturated. 

‘Ina 3d, which was “ Callard’s cafe” of fmall-pox in the 
natural way, Dr. P. obferves, there was fufficient evidence of 
the cow-pock preceding; but how far twenty fmall eruptions, 
which difappeared without fuppuration in fix or feven days, 
will be admitted as fmall-pox, feems doubtful, efpecially as 
they had not the ufual afpect even of variolous veficles. Dr. 
P. however, thinks that Mr. G’s adverfaries have not com- 
bated him fuccefsfully, by alleging that the child contra&ted a 
local fmall-pox from fleeping with another child ill of that 
difeafe. 

¢In a 4th cafe, Mr. Warner’s child, there feems no reafon- 
able doubt that it had gone through the vaccina; but that 
the fever and twenty-five cruptions, two years afterwards, 
were fmall-pox, he hefitatcs to admit, as they never fuppu- 
rated, but exuded a {mall quantity of lymph, and on the 7th 
day fcabbed. 

‘Ina 5th cafe, “ Lufcomb’s daughter,” there were the ufual 
decifive chara€ters and courfe of the vaccina in the firft in- 
{tance; and three years afterwards there came ona fever, with 
an eruption on the 4th day, which became puftules; and the 
matter of them produced the fmall-pox in others. Dr. P. 
fays, that there is no reafonable doubt of this being a cafe of 
{mall-pox after cock-pock, unlefs the fcabbing in feven days 
fhould be confidered as an objection: but Mr. G. having ads 
ded, that the vaccine inoculation was followed by the ufual 
{car, he is of opinion that the cafe ought to be admitted as 
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one of cow-pock fucceeded by fmall-pox, although, as Mr. 


G. obferves, it has been treated with levity; and he acutely 
remarks, that fo diftinét a cafe of cow-pock would have been 
courted as evidence in the Houfe of Commons, however much 
it has been fcouted. But, as Terence fays, * Melius, pejus, 
profit, obfit, nil vident nifi quod lubent.” This is the frrft ad- 
miffible evidence that Dr. P. can allow in Mr. G’s ftatement ; 
and it was allowed in the ftatement lately publifhed by his 
colleagues and himfelf. 

‘ Mr. G. next calls in evidences from Dr. Rollo’s pamphlet, 


‘obferving, that the thirteen perfons re-inoculated with vario- 


lous matter after cow-pock, all fhewed fymptoms, more or 
lefs, of fufceptibility. Dr. P. can find no fupport from the 
publication of Dr. R. in favour of Mr. G’s opinion ; becaufe 
Dr. R. explicitly fays, the fmall-pox has not decidedly exifted 
in any one inftance. His words are, ** The difeafe excited 
has been extremely mild, and fome doubt may remain whe- 
ther it was really conftitutional affection :” and he adds, which 
is much againft Mr. G. “ It is alfo to be recollected, that 
many of the remaining five hundred and thirty-feven cafes of 
cow-pock have been occafionally expofed to variolous infec- 
tion without effect.” 

‘The author now under criticifm advances to attack the 
ftatement lately publifhed by Dr. P. and his colleagues at this 
Inftitution.—Prefacing his attack, however, in his ufual gen- 
tlemanly mode: * I was difappointed,” fays he, * when I 
found their experiments confifted folely of repeated inocula- 
tions; and I cannot help expreffing my furprife that they 
fhould have reforted to them exclufively. * Inoculation,” 
fays he, “is not the trueft or the ftrongeft teft; yet the in- 
ferefts of fociety required, and the fpirit of inveftigation de- 
manded, the moft decided mode of fetting the queftion at reft. 
The firft aétion of inoculated fmall-pox is on the fkin. If 
vaccination, therefore, fhould confift in inducing a peculiar af- 
fection of it (and which the affimilation of the variolous to the 
vaccine pock in all the experiments feems to indicate,) it can 
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be no juft criterion; becaufe, like moft other affections fimply 
local, it might be diminifhed, or totally removed, by time, or 
any other impofed morbid a¢tion. ‘They muft acknowledge 
the wide difference there is between inoculation and cafual in- 
fection. If thofe who were fubmitted to both vaccine and va- 
riolous tefts at the fame time, had been kept for fome days in 
a free communication with perfons labouring under {mall-pox, 
then the inveftigation would have been moft complete, and my 
wifhes complied with ; that of inoculating fome, and expofing 
others to infection. After what had been experienced at the 
{mail-pox hofpital early ia the practice, that cow-pock modi- 
fied fmall-pox when the two inoculations were combined, it 
is almofl inconceivable why fuch experiments were made.”— 
Dr. P. fays he was utterly aftonifhed by thefe remarks; for 
he thought the medical eftablifhment had felected all the cir- 
cumftances moft favourable for producing the fmall-pox: but 
they are now told, that repeated inoculations are not the trueft 
or ftrongeft tefts, and that they were required to employ the 
moft decided ‘mode of determining the queftion. And Mr. 
G. acquaints us that inoculation is-inadequate, becaufe the firft 
a€tion of the inoculated fmall-pox is on the fkin; and if vac- 
cination fhould confift in inducing a peculiar affection of it, no 
juft criterion can thereby be afforded ; becaufe, like moft other 
local affections, it might be diminifhed, or totally removed, by 
time, or any other morbid a¢tion.— So, then, fays Dr. P. Mir. 
G. is pleafed to fet afide facts from experience, and to fubfti- 
tute reafoning, even hypothetical reafoning ; for it is a fact de- 
rived from immenfe experience, that a perfon having had the 
fmall-pox by inoculation, according to certain well known phe. 
nomena, is incapable of again taking the fmail-pox, either by 
inoculation or in the natural way. 

‘Now Mr. G. does not affert, from facts of experience, 
that a perfon can again take the fmall-pox after the inocu- 
Jated fmall-pox ; but he fays, “the not taking fmall-pox by 
inoculation after inoculated fmall-pox can be no juft criterion; 
becaufe, like moft other affe&tions fimply local, it might be 
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diminifhed, or totally removed, by time, or any other impofed 
morbid a¢tion.” ‘This is, fays Dr. P. an hypothefis at variance 
with experience, which teaches us, contrary to the hypothefis, 
that the inoculated {mall-pox is not merely a local affection of 
the fkin, but alfo an affe€tion of the conftitution ; at leaft it is 
fuch an affection, that neither by effluvia nor by inoculation 
can the {mall-pox be excited a fecond time. Suppofing Mr. 
G’s ftatement true of the fmall-pox, then, from analogy, if 
vaccination only induced a peculiar affection in the fkin, it alfo 
can be no juft criterion. 

‘Mr. G. next tells us what he confiders to be the true and 
ftrongeft teft; viz. fubmitting thofe under the vaccine and va~ 
riolous teft at the fame time, for feveral days, to a free com- 
munication with perfons labouring under fmall-pox ; thus ino- 
culating fome, and expofing others to infection. 

‘ Dr. P. remarks, that he does not difallow that expofure of 
perfons to the effluvia of the {mall-pox, after either vaccine 
or: variolous inoculation, is an additional teft; but he does not 
allow * that it is a ftronger or truer teft than a fecond inocu- 
lation ;” for if it has been fhewn that people have taken the 
fmal]-pox naturally who could not be affected by inoculation, 
it has alfo been fhewn that perfons have been repeatedly expofed 
to variolous effluvia without taking the f{mall-pox, but who 
finally took it by inoculation. But Mr. G. omits to notice, 
no doubt unintentionally, that his wifhes have been in a great 
meafure complied with in the late experiments by the Vaccine 
Pock Inftitution ; for many of the patients, as related in their 
ftatement, were inoculated in the Small-pox Hofpital wards, 
where they remained at leaft half an hour, fitting on their 
beds, fhaking hands, expofed to their breath, and otherwife 
coming in contact with the patients. That above fixty pa- 
tients were re-inoculated ; with quite recent matter, with three, 
four, or five times the ufual number of punctures, yet the f{mall- 
pox could not be excited in one of them. We appeal to the 
public whether fuch circumftances were not as favourable for 
producing the {mall-pox as can be conceived, and fuch as have 
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never before been inftituted. Mr. G’s infifting that the pa- 
tients fhould have been expofed for fome days to variolous ¢f- 
fluvia, is a demand, which, we truft, is unreafonable and un- 
neceflary. 

‘Mr. G. however, has neglected to ftate evidence of another 
fort, which is, in faét, what he calls the trueft and ftrongeft 
teft, viz. expofure to variolous effluvia: for, if he will have 
the goodnefs to turn over the pages of our ftatement of evi- 
dence, lately publifhed, he will find, that, in inquiring for pa- 
tients to be fubmitted to re-inoculation, two hundred and fifty 
families, at the feweft, were afked for that purpofe, who had 
been vaccinated ; but they refufed to be again inoculated, al- 
leging that they had been expofed fo often to the natural {mall- 
pox, that they muft have taken it if they had not been ren- 
dered unfufceptible by the cow-pock ; and yet many of thefe 
families had been vaccinated at an earlier period than any of 
Mr. G’s adverfe cafes. He has alfo overlooked the teftimonies 
of the practitioners at Walton, Weybridge, and other neigh- 
bouring places, that not one of the patients vaccinated chiefly 
under Dr. P. and Mr. Keate, as early as 1799, had fubfequent- 
ly taken the natural {mall-pox. However Mr. G. may efti- 
mate the inveftigation publithed in their ftatement by this infti- 
tution, it has by others been aflerted to be evidence /ittle infem 
rior to mathematical demonftration, and pronounced to be a Specimen 
of medical logic. 

‘Mr. G. beftows fome ftri€tures upon the procedure in our 
late trials of inoculating the fame patient in different places, 
at the fame time with variolous as well as with vaccine mat- 
ter, and appears to be totally unacquainted with our defign. 
The objet and conclufion of thefe experiments are explained 
at p. 66 of our ftatement.  Thefe experiments ftrikingly ma- 
nifeft that the fame perfon is equally incapable of taking the 
cow-pock a fecond time as the imall-pox, as hath been proved 
five years ago by Dr. P. and been fubfequentiy confirmed ; 
and it has been elfewhere fhewn by him, that a perfon cannot 
take the cow-pock ijubiequently to the imall-pox.”  ‘Vhe fact, 








} 
} 
3 
J, 
: 
¢ 
| 











208 Medical and Philofophical Regifter. 


that a perfon cannot take the cow-pock a fecond time, is the 
moft important one difcovered fince the promulgation of vac- 
cine inoculation itfelf inthe year 1798. It has been repeatedly 
determined by Dr. P. in fo many ways, that he feels as much 
confidence in the affertion that a perfon cannot have the cow- 
pock more than once, as that a perfon cannot have the {mall- 
pox more than once. The fact is afferted in the feveral me- 
moirs read at this Inftitution, and the experiments have been 
made publicly, both at this Inftitution, and before Dr. P.’s pu- 
pils, in the two preceding fummer courfes. On this faét, with 
the confidence poffeffed from fuch extenfive experience, Dr. 
P. propofes re-inoculation with vaccine matter, as a tet for 
determining the flate of fecurity againft the /mall-pex, in pre- 
ference to variolous inoculation, from the advantages fet forth 
in his memoir at the laft quarterly court. Now what, fays 
Dr. P. does Mr. G. oppofe to the extenfive experience, which 
he prefumes he has a right to ftate without any juft imputa- 
tion of vanity? Why, truly, the obfervations of cafual vac- 
cine inoculation, in two inftances taken from Dr. Jenner’s 
work, publifhed in 1798, at a time when the charatteriftic 
properties of the cow-pock were not known, and of which 
cafes of cafual inoculation, if thoufands were cited, they would 
only prove that an affection ia the part inoculated may be re- 
peatedly excited in the fame perfon by vaccine matter; but 
this local affection has not been fhewn to be the real cow- 
pock, except in the firft inftance; and the fame local affection 
may be repeatedly excited in certain perfons by inoculation, 
purpofely, with vaccine matter, but efpecially when applied to 
cuts and fores of the chopped hands of the country people. 

‘ This local affection (not vaccina) is frequently excited on 
the breafts and cheeks of nurfes who have already gone 
through the fmall-pox, by handling children in the cow-pock 
or {mall-pox. ‘To illuftrate this fubje&t: Suppofe a cow to 
have the fmall-pox on her udder, inftead of the cow-pock ; 
would any one doubt that milkers, with chopped hands or 
cuts, would not again and again contraét a local affection ? 
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Dr. P. humbly prefumes, then, that Mr. G. ought not to op- 
pofe his experience by fuch meagre evidence, or until he can 
bring forward a great number of diftinctly related and fully 
characterifed cafes of cow-pock by inoculation fubfequently to 
cow-pock or fmall-pox. But, fays Dr. P. ful as my evidence 
is, and indeed more than neceffary already, I beg to propote 
to Mr. G. or any cther reipectable adverfary, to rifque, if 
defired, any {take on the iffue of farther experiments of re-in- 
oculation at this Inftitution, that the refult may be laid before 
the public under the obfervation and direétion of two com- 
petent judges, chofen by each party. If the event be ad- 
verfe to my affertions, I fhall defervedly be confidered as un- 
qualified for juft obfervation; but if the event be according 
to my ftatement, I fhall gain little, becaufe the experience I 
have had muft have declared the fact to the moft common ob- 
ferver. Dr. P. adds, that he trufts Mr. G. will no longer 
find it * inconceivable, why fuch experiments were made.” 
But if he will read the report of this Inftitution for the year 
1800, 1801, and 1802, and the ftatement of evidence in 1804, 
it will appear inconceivable to Dr. P. that Mr. G thould not 
acknowledge that the fact in queftion, viz. whether a conft- 
tution that has undergone the cow-pock is not equally inca- 
pable of the cow-pock and fmall-pox a fecond time, is not 
proved by experiments affording evidence as decifive as thai 
of any faé&t in phyfiology or pathology. 

‘ Mr. G. always writes, even when he differs moft ia opi- 
nion, in the language of a gentleman, and of his worthy in- 
tentions no juft perfon can doubt; but itis impoffible to read 
his animadverfions of the experiments made at this [nftitution, 
without amazement at the evident failure of the author to per- 
ceive their views. By way of letting the Inftitution down 
gently, he fays, ** No doubt, our intentions were founded on 
the moft honourable motives, but that they were not called 
upon to try the effect of cow-pock in a conftitution already 


vaccinated, and that, perhaps, they are not aware of the very 
importane conclufions to be made from the experiments. 
Vol. Il. | 
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That Mr. G. did not fee the conclufions drawn by the [aftitu- 
tion, is plain, from what has been already faid; but what 
other important conclufions he alludes to is not underftood. 
It is true the Inftitution were not called upon particularly to 
try the effects of vaccine matter upon patients already vac- 
cinated; but if they could eftablith the evidence, conveniently, 
of two important facts on the fame occafion, it would have 
been unwife to have neglected the opportunity. This was 
done, and it has been eftablifhed that a perfon who has had 
either the cow-pock or {mall-pox is again incapable of either 
the one or the other. ‘lhe practical conclufion follows, and 
was fet forth fully at the laft meeting. Mr. G. next objects 
to experiments of inoculation of fmall-pox and cow-pock at 
the fame time, from what happened at the Small-pox Hofpital 
early in the practice; where the cow-pock modified the fmall- . 
pox when the two operations were combined. Here Dr. P. 
regrets that Mr. G. has not extended his reading to the report 
of this Inftitution for 1800-1-2, and that he has confounded 
fimultaneous agency of the two infectious matters in perfons 
who have not yet been vaccinated or variolated with fimulta- 
neous agency of the two infectious matters in thofe who have 
undergone {mall-pox or cow-pock. ‘The Small-pox Hofpital 
cafes are of the former defcription ; the cafes of the Inftitution 
are thofe of the latter. Dr. P. flatters himfelf, that, if Mr. 
G. had read the report of this Inftitution, he would probably 
have met with fome inftruction in the laws of agency of vac- 
cine and variolous matter, when introduced at or nearly at 
the fame time, in the fame fubject, who had neither had fmall- 
pox nor cow-pock. ‘Thefe laws were not afcertained at the 
time of the publication of the excellent report of Dr. Wood- 
ville, and nothing but hypothefis, however ingenious, was of- 
fered either by Dr. Woodville or Dr. Jenner on the cafes of 
fmall-pox-like eruptions, which fo often occurred in the Hof- 
pital practice. In the examination of Dr. Jenner’s claims, 
publifhed by Dr. P. in 1802, he made his remarks on thefe 
hypothefes, but it was his fubfequent experiments at this In- 




















Medical and Philofophical Regifter. 21 


ftitution that unravelled the myftery which feemed to prevail 
in the cafes alluded to; and it now can be explained in what 
cafes the fmall-pox by inoculation, or in the natural way, will 
break out during vaccination, if the time be known when the 
two matters are introduced into the conftitution. Dr. P. flat- 
ters himfelf that Mr. G’s objections cannot have the weight of 
a feather in this part of his objections, until he has refuted 
the experiments alluded to. 

‘Mr. G. having finifhed his remarks on his own cafes con- 
tained in his former pamphlet, proceeds to relate fome recent 
cafes of fmall-pox after fuppofed cow-pock. 1. Mr. Callard’s 
child, the fixth of Mr. G’s cafes, vaccinated April 1803, ef- 
caped the fmall-pox, though expofed often to variolous efflu- 
via, till Auguft 1804; when, after being in the houfe with a 
child loaded with fmall-pox, in ten days fhe became feverish, 
and in two days a dozen eruptions appeared like {mall-pox, 
and the fever fubfided. The eruptions without maturating, 
dicd away about the fifth day. Dr. P. can fcarcely admit 
this as probable evidence of the cafe being fmall-pox, there not 
being the decifive characters of that diforder. 

¢ 2. The feventh cafe of Mr. G3 that of Mr. Dance’s 
daughter. There is no reafonab!e objection againft her hav- 
ing had the cow-pock, but the fubfequent eruptive difeafe was 
equivocal, and fo was the eruptive difeafe excited in another 
child by the matter of thefe eruptions ; but a third patient, 
inoculated from the matter of the fecond, had decidedly the 
{mall-pox. However unfatisfactory, Dr. P. feels himfelf ob- 
liged to admit this to be a cafe of fmall-pox after cow-pock. 

‘3. Cafe eighth of Mr. G. No doubt the patient had the 
vaccina in the firft inftance; and however anomalous the fub- 
fequent eruptive difeafe, as the matter of the eruptions excited 
the regular fmall-pox in other perfons, Mr. G.’s evidence muft 
be admitted. 


‘4. The ninth cafe of Mr.G. The child (Hitchings) lad 
} 


what was called incomplete variola in the natural way after 
decifive cow-pock. 
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‘5. The tenth cafe of Mr. G. is that of Rendall, which 
muft be admitted as fmall-pox by inoculation after cow-pock. 

‘6 and 7. The eleventh cafe of Mr. G. are -thofe of the 
Hodges’, in Fulwood’s Rents, in which the evidence is fo 
{trong for the cafes being fmall-pox after cow-pock, that it 
is impoffible Mr. G. could omit to infert them in his collec- 
tion. 

‘8. The thirteenth cafe of Mr. G. Capt. Simmons’ daugh- 
ter pafled through the cow-pock apparently in a regular man- 
ner, in 18013 but in 1804 fhe took the fmall-pox by inocu- 
lation, for the matter of the eruption produced the diftinét 
{mall-pox in others. 

‘9. Lhe fourteenth cafe of Mr. G. is that of Smith, re- 
corded in the minutes of our Inftitution. This Dr. P. cannot 
confider as evidence for the purpofe propofed, becaufe it does 
not appear thar the patient had previoufly the cow-pock; but 
there was no doubt of the fucceeding difeafe being the {mall- 
pox. 

‘roandir. ‘The fifteenth and fixteenth cafes of Mr. G. 
are thofe of Mr. Bowen, furgeon, at Eiarrow, already recorded 
in the minutes of the Inftitution. As Mr. B. informs Mr. G. 
that in the firft of thefe cafes, his own daughter, the took 
the fmall-pox by inoculation after the cow-pock, for the mat- 
ter of the eruption produced the fmall-pox in others, the only 
queftion is, Whether the cow-pock reaily preceded? The fe- 
cond cafe of Mr. Bowen is faid, in Mr. G.’s work, to have 
been inoculated at this Inftitution four years ago, but who 
took the fmall-pox lately on inoculation. ‘This is the only 
cafe which has been reported in the practice of this Inftitution, 
during five preceding years, of any one taking the fmall-pox 
after the vaccine inoculation. ‘The an{wers to the queries pro- 
pofed by our medical committee to Mr. Bowen have not yet 
been returned; but in the mean time the cafe is doubtful, be- 
caufe the proof of its being fmall-pox is only from the matter 
of the inoculated part producing {mall]-pox in others; and we 
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know the local affection produced in perfons who have’ un- 
dergone fmall-pox can excite the fmall-pox in others. * 

‘Mr. G. has a chapter on what he calls an hybrid difeafe 
in the early part of the prattice. Dr. P. flatters himfelf, if 
Mr. G. had confulted the examination of Dr. Jenner’s claims, 
and the report of this Inftitution, he would have been able to 
have explained the greater part of thefe cafes; but as they 
do not immediately bear upon the prefent gueftion, he abftains 
from farther remarks. 

‘ The obfervations on varicella are moft affuredly juft and 
important. ‘They prove that the eruptions fometimes remain 
longer than is fuppofed, viz. longer than fix days, continuing 
even to the 1oth, and that they fuppurate or become puftules, 
and thence are liable to be miftaken for fmall-pox. Mr. G. 
favours us with a chapter on the difference between cafual and 
inoculated cow-pock with refpeét to colour and appearance: 
but, however ingenious, Dr. P. abftains from commenting 
upon them, becaufe of their not being effential to the grand 
queftion before him, and on account of the length of the re- 
marks on other more important parts of Mr. G.’s work. 

‘12. The feventeenth cafe of Mr. G. is one of natural fmall+ 
pox, eight years after what was deemed cafual fmall-pox.} 
There is no doubt but the fmall-pox occurred here in the na- 
tural way ; but that the patient had previoufly cow-pock is 
fhewn only by the evidence of farmers. All fuch cafes muft 
be unfatisfactory, for it is known that various affections of 
the fkin may be contraéted from animals by handling their 
fores; and there is a hoft of evidence in fupport of the pre- 
ventive power of cow-pock caught in the ufual way among 
farmers. 

‘The chapter on the effects of vaccinating on the hand, 
commences with obfervations which appear to be juft and con- 
fiftent with what is related in the examination of Dr. Jenner’s 


* Mr. Bower informed the Inftitution, through one of the Medical Eftablith- 
ment, that in the cafe inquired after, 4e did ot bimfelf fee any eruptions, and bad 
only the patient's authority, who refufed to be examined. 

+ Quere ? Cowpock.—&. 
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claims; but Dr. P. feels no inclination to revive the inquiry : 
future times may, perhaps, diftribute juftice which has hitherto 
been withheld ; and the immediate bufinefs of the chapter is, 
to determine whether the cafual cow-pock might not poffefs 
effects more decidedly permanent than by inoculation, from 
the virus being depofited on a part of the body, where the 
fkin, owing to its fenfibility, may not be capable of giving the 
neceflary ftimulus. The refult of Mr. G.’s experience is, that 
the livid tint of the vaccine pock is preferved in the hand or 
fingers, whether by matter immediately from the animal, or 
from the human creature, and that it difappears when frefh 
matter is inoculated in the ufual place of the arm. 

‘ Mr. G. thinks his experience juftifies the opinion, that ino- 
culation in the fingers and hands promifes a more certain me- 
thod of producing a conftitutional affection than in the ufual 
way, and he prefers the middle part of the ring finger as the 
beft, being the leait expofed to friftion. At p. t10, are facts 
and obfervutions fubmitted for impartial inveftigation. 

‘Mr. G. juftiy complains that illiberal abufe has confirmed 
his doubts, and given reafon to fufpect fomething wrong in 
the practice, which it is vainly intended to conceal. Dr. P. 
coincides entirely in opinion with Mr. G. in all his remarks 
in this chapter, and approves efpecially of Mr. G.’s conduét in 
not mentioning the name of the flanderers; for to fuch 
writers it is only important to provoke the credit of a contro- 
verfy: the iflue is of no importance to them. 

‘ Among mapy valuable obfervations in this chapter, which 
are omitted only becaufe they do not immediately relate to the 
object in view, are thofe on difeafes of the fkin, fuch as tinea 
capitis and pforiafis diffufa, which alter the nature of the vac- 
cine pock. | 

‘ The affertion is made, that a diftinétly different kind of 
virus is produced, having no power of preferving the conftitu- 
tion from any fubfequent attack of fmall-pox, and it has been 
thought the fame circumftances may take place in the inocu- 
Jated fmall-pox. Mr. G. does not allow the faét in the Jatter 
eafe, for experience ({ays he) teaches the contrary. Give me 
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leave to fay (fays Dr. P.), that inceffant experience in the vac- 
cine difeafe for fix whole years has never inftruéted me that 
the fkin difeafes above-mentioned, or any other, have ever al- 
tered the vaccine pock, fo that the matter of it did not pro- 
duce the genuine vaccina in others; or that. the patients with 
fuch fkin difeafes were not as fecure againft the finall-pox as 
in other inftances where there was no fkin difeafe. There 
have been fo many inftances of fkin difeafes at this Inftitution, 
along with cow-pock, that Dr. P. does not hefitate to believe 
the above affertion is ill founded. Mr. G. however, ftates a 
propofition on the above faét, contrary to Dr. P. viz. “ Vac- 
Cination is only the agent to excite a certain morbid affection 
of the fkin, which creates in it the property of refifting the 
eruption of the fmall-pox.” Dr. P. has only to remark, as 
already done, that fuch changes by difeafes have never been re- 
marked at this Inftitution among the numbers inoculated with 
fuch cutaneous diforders, but many cafes have occurred in 
which the pock or pimple produced had not the ufual charac- 
ters of cow-pock both in the difeafed and apparently found 
ftates of the fkin ; in fome of which anomalous cafes the fuf- 
ceptibility to the cow-pock was deftroyed, and in others it 
was not. Nor could he fay that the greateft proportion of 
thefe anomalous cafes occurred in difeafes of the fkin, bur the 
ufual characters of the cow-pock were often deftroyed by the 
{cratching and rubbing fo common in fuch complaints. 

‘If Mr. G. had read the cafes of fimultaneous agencies, 
or nearly fo, of cow-pock and fmall-pox, as publifhed ia the 
report of this Inftitution, he would have feen that the appear- 
ance of variolous eruptions depends upon the conftitutional 


affection, in fome cafes, taking place fooner, or as foon, as the 
vaccine ; but when there are no fuch eruptions, then it de- 
pends upon the vaccine conftitutional affection taking the lead. 
The hypothefis, that ** the cow-pock produccs only an aficc- 
tion of the fkin which is preventive of the fmall-pox, but 
that this ftate of it may be removed by fubfequent difeafes,” 
appears to be both inconfiftent with the phenomena, and un- 
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neceflary. It is unneceffary, becaufe the fmail proportion of 
failures may be accounted for more rationally ; and the phe- 
nomena do not accord with the hypothefis; for when the fai- 
lures have occurred, there has often been no evidence of any 
intervening cutaneous difeafe, except, indeed, febrile exanthe- 
mata; fuch as varicella, fcarlatina, rubeola, &c. 

‘ As to whether vaccination prevents the fmall-pox by mak- 
ing the fkin refift the eruption of fmall-pox, it is a queftion of 
the mode by which unfufceptibility is produced; and Dr. P. 
conceives that it is the fact only which is in queftion at pre- 
fent. When Mr. G. ftates that milkers who have had the 
cafual cow-pock are more fecure than children, becaufe lefs 
liable to fkin difeafes, Mr. G. forgets that as large a propor- 
tion, perhaps, of failures will be found amongft milkers as 
among children. ‘The apparent coincidence of the cow-pock 
and {mall-pox has been explained by the report of this In- 
ftitution, without being repugnant to the axiom, that two dif- 
eafes cannot fubfift together, at Jeaft not in the fame part. 
The hypothefis, therefore, upon this point, by Dr. Woodville, 
Dr. Jcaner, and Mr. Goldfon, is now unneceffary, and contrary 
to fact. 

‘Dr. P. cannot help noticing how fuperfluous Mr. G.’s rea- 
foning is to explain a cafe which yet remains to be proved; 
nay, he thinks the contrary is proved, viz. how it happens 
that the cow-pock affords only a temporary fecurity, or till 
fome eruptive or cutaneous difeafe occurs: for in {cores of in- 
{tances fuch cutaneous difeafes have occurred, and yet the un- 
fufceptibility of {mall-pox remains, and in many of the afferted 
cafes of failure no fuch cutaneous affections intervened. ‘To- 
wards the clofe of the work, Mr. G. does Dr, P. the honour 
to animadvert on his propofal for re-inoculation of vaccine mat- 
ter as a teft of fecurity ; alleging that he cannot conceive that 
a fecond vaccination is a better teft than variolous inoculation ; 
for, fays Mr. G. “ Milkers have the difeafe more than once. 
This cannot be controverted. If inoculated cow-pock be the 
fame difeafe, it muft be guided by the fame laws; but if any 
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intervening difeafe fhould remove its action on the fkin, then a 
repetition of vaccination would only be deceptious ; becaufe, 
if it fhould take place, the firft will be deemed to have been 
imperfect without any juft reafon.” Dr. P. has already an- 
fwered thefe objections, and regrets that Mr. G.’s reading does 
not feem to have extended to what he has written; for if it 
had, he would have found the cafe of milkers having the vac- 
cina repeatedly is on the fame ground as that of having the 
{mall-pox local affection repeatedly ; and until Mr. G. thews, 
on a fecond vaccine inoculation, that the regular cow-pock 
can be prodaced, fuch as would be relied on by competent 
judges for fecurity, and uati! he fhews alfo, that vaccine mat- 
ter inoculated even four or five days after variolous inocula- 
tion will produce any thing except a vaccine pock propor- 
tionate to the time of its growth, he muft adhere to his opi- 
nion: that is, as long as the fact remains eftablifhed, that * a 
perfon who has gone through the vaccina is incapable of the 
{mall-pox,” fo long will he maintain that a perfon who cannot 
have the vaccina excited a fecond time, or even after the imall- 
pox, is incapable of the {mall-pox. 

‘Dr. P. repeats his propofal to Mr. G. of coming himfelf 
or deputing two friends to the Vaccine Pock Inftitution, to de- 
cide the queftioned facts by experiments, and lay the iffue be- 
fore the public. In the mean time Dr. P. in the name of the 
Inftitution.in general, and his own in particular, returas his 
acknowledgments to Mr. G. for provoking the inveftigation 
of a fubject which is fo much wanted to obtain precifion in 
practice, which has been checked hitherto by fo many pretend- 
ers to knowledge of the fubjeét, and who would with it to be 
believed that the hiftory of vaccine inoculation was exhaufted 
by the publication of half a dozen inftances of inoculated cafes 
on.the promulgation of the new practice. Dr. P. willingly 
concedes to Mr. G. that a teft of fecurity is wanted for many 
of thofe who have been er fhall be inoculated, becaufe a cri- 
terion has been wanting to guide pra¢titioners, and determine 
whether conftitutional affection was produced or not; but, ad- 
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mitting that even all the adverfe cafes publithed are cafes of 
fmall-pox after cow-pock, which does not appear to be the 
truth, they will only ferve to regulate practice in future; for 
the immenfe mafs of evidence in favour of unfufceptibility of 
fmall- -pox after the cow-pock, demonftrates that the failures 
are more reafonably to be imputed to deceptions and defici- 
ency of knowledge, than to exceptions to the law of the anie 
mal economy, that the vaccina produces unfufceptibility of the 
{mall-pox.” Medical and Chirurgical Review. 





‘ Fanuary 8, 1805. On Thurfday, January 3, Dr. Pearfon 


‘received a note from Mr. Jones, of Mount-ftreet, a governor, 
informing him, that two children of the honourable commif- 
fioner Grey were vaccinated two years ago, and declared to 
‘bein a ftate of fecurity from the fimall-pox; but that Mr. 
Jones having inoculated them with variolous matter, the in- 


fection appeared to have regularly taken, and he was inclined 
to think they would ficken on the day following. On Friday, 
January 4, Dr. Wier, of the Sick and Hurt Office, defired ‘Dr. 
Pearfon to vifit thefe children in Park-ftreet. Dr. P. found 


‘they had been inoculated ten days before with variolous mat- 
‘ter, in one place in each arm. In one of the patients the mat- 


ter had taken, fo as to produce a pock not unlike to fome 


‘cafes of irregular cow-pock rather than {mall-pox. They were 
already ina fcabbing ftate, but: probably contained a little 
lymph, with which Mr. Jones faid he would inoculate other 


patients who had neither had fmall-pox nor cow-pock. The 
other child had a fimilar pock in one arm, the punécture ‘in 
the other arm having failed. Neither of the patients had 


been conftitutionally ill, and Dr. Pearfon did not hefitate to 


fay that the affection in this cafe was merely local, although 
the matter of the pocks might produce the regular {mall-pdx 
in fufceptible fubjects.’ 

¢ Dr. Pearfon obferved that there was a fcar in one arm in 
each of the children from the vaccine inoculation. Both Mr. 
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Jones and Dr. Wier confidered thefe to be cafes of fmall- 


pox after the cow-poc’:, until the nature of the cafes was 
explained to them.’* bid. 


Obfervations on a Cafe of Diabetes Mellitus, by Dr. Duncan, 
Senior ; with the hiftory of the morbid appecrances which were 
difcovered on Diffection. By Dr. Monro, Funior. 


The hiftory of this cafe ferves to evince, with moft others 
of the fame difeafe, the inefficiency of art to combat it upon any 
principles of cure that have been yet fuggelted. ‘The patient 
was a young womin, who had been long and repeatedly in 
the Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh, under the care of different 
practitioners. A great variety of attempts to cure the difeafe 
had proved of no avail. Nor, either by regimen or by medi- 
cines, could any confiderable benefit, even in the way of allevi- 
ation, be obtained. ‘The following account of the appearances 
after death is given by Dr. Monro, jun. and is too important 
to be withheld from our readers ; nor fhall we attempt to mu- 
tilate it by abridgment. It is proper to obferve, that Dr. Mon- 
ro was affifted in his examination by his father, and by his 
afiftant, Mr. Andrew Fyfe. 

¢ Account of the Diffection of Mabel Symington, who died 
of Diabetes Mellitus, in the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, 
March 26, 1804, and whofe Body was examined March 27.’ 

‘1. Of the Fat.—The fat within the thorax, abdomen, and 
pelvis, feemed entirely converted into a gelatinous-like matter, 
fomewhat of an amber colour. It was of different degrees of 
denfity, and of different colours, in different parts of the body. 
In the omentum it was of a ftraw colour ; but around the kid- 
neys, {pleen, pancreas, and on the furface of the heart, of a 
brownifh-red colour. In fome places there were veffels which 
paffed over the membranes containing it. When lightly pref- 
fed between the fingers, it did not feem unétuous. 


* Nine tenths of all the reported cafes of {mall-pox after the vaccine, are of this 
defcription, owing to practitioners having not difcriminated between a mere local 
affection, and a conftitutional difeafe ; the former of which may probably be ex- 
cited an indefinite number of times even aftcr f{mall-pox itfelf.—Z. ~~ ; 
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* Upon examining this fub{tance by one of Dollond’s com- 
pound microfcopes, I obferved a fem:-opaque, gelatinous, 
brownifh liquor in the interftitial celluiar fubftance, which, in 
a great meafure, concealed the fat; the greater part of which 
had been removed by abforption. ‘The follicles of the fat 
were much fmaller than thofe of a healthy perfon, and of un- 
equal fizes, the diameter of fome of them not exceeding the 
fourth of that of others. This alteration of the fat is not alto- 
gether peculiar to diabetes; a fimilar alteration has been ob- 
ferved by my father in fome cafes of anfarca. 

‘ The fubcutaneous fat was in very {mall quantity, and was 
not accurately examined. 

‘2. Of the Circulating Syftem.—The heart was very fmall, of 
a pale colour, and contained little blood. Its furface prefent- 
ed an unufual appearance, as the fat upon it was diminifhed in 
quantity, and concealed by a gelatinous matter effufed iato the 
cellular fubftance. Where was alfo a {mall quantity of this 
matter at the roots of the palmonary artery and aorta, which 
extended alfo along the margo acutus to the apex of the heart. 
A thin layer of the fame kind of matter covered fome parts of 
the left ventricle. The coats of the arteries were not thicken- 
ed. Upon cutting into the aorta, 1 obferved the innermoft 
coat of a bright fcarlet colour, which led me to examine, whe- 
ther or not the fame colour extended through its branches with- 
in the abdomen and pelvis. I found the innermoft coats of the 
veffels alfo of a red colour, though not of fo deep a red as the 
arch of the aorta. The pulmonary artery had the fame tinét as 
the branches of the aorta. ‘This very unufual colour extended 
from the pulmonary veins into the left auricle, and alfo to the 
mitral valve, but upon the pulmonary artery only as far as its 
femilunar valves. The columne carnee of both ventricles, 
and the feptum cordis, were of the ufual colour. 

‘ This extraordinary rednefs of the innermoft coat of the 
aorta and its branches, of the pulmonary artery and pulmonary 
veins, did not feem to have been the effect of inflammation ; for 
no red veffels could be feen, either by the naked eye, or with 





ME nets wtllens v.. actabnl Iris shtee pd ed 



































Medical and Philofophical Regifter. 221 


the aid of a microfcope. It was not owing to coagulated blood 
adhering to the inner coats of the arteries, as it could not be 
wiped off: nor to blood effufed between the mufcular and in- 
nermoft coat, as no blood was found there when the inner- 
moft coat was removed from the mufcular coat. 

© 3. Of the Abforbent Syfiem.—The fize, colour, denfity, and 
infernal organization of mott of the glands connected with the 
Abforbent fyftem, within the pelvis, abdomen, and thorax, had 
fuffered a material alteration. Many more lymphatic glands 
were apparent than in the found ftate of the body. ‘The iliac, 
lumbar, mefenteric, coeliac, and bronchial glands were much 
enlarged. Their fize varied, from that of a dried pea to that 
of a walnut: one of the bronchial glands was about the fize of 
a fmall hen’s egg. The enlarged mefenteric glands were of an 
oval figure, much flattened, and of a yellowifh colour. There 
were a great many enlarged glands in that part of the mefo- 
colon, attached to the colon; but I found no appearance of 
glands upon the coats of the {mall or large inteftines. ‘Thofe 
glands neareft the inteftines were of the fmalleft fize. Thofe 
near to, or at what is called by anatomifts the root of the me- 
fentery, were the largeft. 

‘ The natural texture of many of thefe glands was in a great 
meafure deftroyed. No vefiels could be feen in them, though 
fome of them contained matter more or lefs fluid. The lumbar 
glands were filled with a matter like the fibrine of the blood. 
The bronchial glands were to the touch hard, and filled by a 
calcareous matter of a dirty white colour, and very like to chalk 
and water. 

‘ Although almoft all the glands conneéted with the abforb- 
ent fyftem were confiderably en!arged, yet none of the la¢teals 
or abforbents feemed to be dilated, nor were any of the la¢teal 
veffels filled with chyle. 

¢ The arborefcent courfe of the abforbents of the liver could 
be diftinétly traced, as they were filled with lymph. Unfortu- 
nately, in the removal of the thoracic and abdominal vifcera, 
the thoracic duct was deftroyed. 





nN I a a 


Se aa = 


Se SS ee ee 


a 


nn See ~~ 


—_ 
ae 


FSS EES 


> * oe! 
hes te 








222 Medical and Philofophical Regifter. 


‘4. Of the Alimentary Canal.—Upon the infide of the cefo- 
phagus there was fome whitifh matter. The ftomach contain- 
ed only a fmall quantity of a glairy fluid, and a fma!l quantity 
of a matter refembling in colour the yolk of egg, which was 
probably bilious matter. The contents of the ftomach had not 
the flighteft degree of fub-acid fmell. ‘The innermoft membrane 
on the left great fac was of a reddith colour; as was alfoa fmall 
portion of the fame membrane near the pylorus, and upon it 
were a number of fpots of extravafated blood. The villous 
coat near the pylorus was much corrugated, and thrown into 
folds. The great and {mall inteftines contained but a fmall 
quantity of liquid bilious-looking fluid, but no hardened fecu- 
lent mattere A fmall portion of the ilium bore marks of in- 
flammation in a flight degree. The arch of the colon was 
much contracted ; the ligaments were unnfually ftrong. The 
appendices pinguedinofe feemed to have undergone the fame 
kind of change as the fat in the abdomen, pelvis, and thorax. 
The mefentery and mefocolon were in many places of a red- 
difh colour, which feemed to be given by the reddifh-coloured 
jelly which covered the fat, fhining through the tranfparent 
peritoneum of the mefentery. | : 

‘5. Of the Affifpant Chylopcéiic Vifcera—The liver, fpleen, 
and pancreas, were found. ‘The gall-bladder was of the ufual 
fize, and nearly half full of bile; the colour of which refem- 
bled orange orpiment. Upon opening the gall-bladder, I im- 
mediately remarked that the bile had a fub-acid fmell. Dr. 
Rutherford and Mr. Shireff, who alfo examined it, concurred 
with me in this opinion. It had the common degree of vil- 
cidity. 

‘As a proof how fallacious the fenfe of tafte is, and how 
different in different individuals, in the prefent inftance the 
tafte of the bile appeared different to four very accurate ob- 
fervers; feeming to two to be merely bitter, {weet to a third, 
and to a fourth almoft infipid, The gall duéts were of the 
ufual fize. 
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« The omentum ‘majus extended as low down as the umbili- 
‘eus. Tt was remarkably thin, and a fimall quantity of blood 
was contained within its blood-veffels, ‘The fat here had un- 
dergone the fame change as in other parts of the abdomen. 

© 6. Of the Organs of Urine and of Generation.—The kidneys 
were fomewhat lobulited. They were harder to the touch, 
and more of a pink colour than in the found ftate. Both ‘kid- 
neys Were broader, thicker, and more rounded than ufual, 


‘thotigh fot longer. ‘The ‘kidney of the right fide was much 


more curved than'the left; arid upon its anterior furface there 


was an tfufisl projection, fuch as is produced by purulent 


matter, hydatids or calculi lodged within ‘the pelvis of ‘the 
kidney. Upon dividing the right kidney into two equal por- 
tions by a longitudinal incifion, it appeared as if it had been 
very fuccefsfully injeéted. Many blood-veffels, both in the 
cortical and meduilary part, where filled with florid blood, 
owing to which the diftin@ion between thefe parts was not 
well defined, 

© The pelvis, at firft fight, feemed to’be filled with ‘a tranf- 
parent yellow-coloured fubftance, but, ‘upén a ‘more minute 


examination, this was found to be éffufed on the outer fide of 


the pelvis and infundibula. 
‘Upon making a longitudinal fection through the unufual 


‘projection in the right kidney, it was difcovered to be as found 


as any other part of the kidney, with the exception of a few 
{mall cavitics within the fubftance of it, which were capable 


of containing a garden pea. ‘Thefe cavities were difpofed ir- 
; regularly through it, and were filled with’ the fame gelatinous 
‘fubftance that was obferved in other parts of the body. 


¢ The {mell of both kidneys was fub-acid, but not fo evident- 
ly fo as that of the bile. ‘The fat around the kidneys had un- 
dergone the fame change as in other parts. ‘The bladder of 


“urine was contracted. The uterus, Fallopian’ tubes, and ova- 


ria, were in their natural {tate. 
64. Of the Organs of Refpiration—The pleura coftalis and 
pulmonalis adhered to each other on both fides. On the lefr 
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fide, the adhefions were partial, long and flender, probably 
elongated by the afcent and defcent of the lungs. On the right 
fide, the adhefions were fo fhort, and fo general, as to render 
it difficult to feparate the lungs from the fide. A layer of coa- 
gulable lymph, about the thicknefs of an half-crown piece, co- 
vered the greater part of the lobes of the lungs on the right 
fide. The greater portion of the cellular fubftance, and cells 
of the right lung, was found filled with a cheefy matter of a 
light green colour, which rendered the lungs as hard as the 
liver, and fo denfe as to fink readily in water. Between the 
difeafed and found portions of the lungs, there was a very 
diftinét line of coagulable lymph. 

‘The right lung adhered very firmly to the diaphragm. 
There was alfo in it a fmall fac, which was filled by a watery 
fluid. Its parietes were lined with coagulable lymph. 

‘The lobes of the left lung had nearly the ufual feel. But 
upon cutting into them, blood was found effufed within many 
of the air-veficles, and into the interftitial cellular fubftance, 
efpecially near the furface. ‘There were many portions of the 
cartilages, not only in the trunk of the trachea, but alfo in its 
branches, of a florid red colour. Thefe portions were of une- 
qual fizes, fome of them about a quarter of an inch in length, 
others lefs. 

‘ This florid red colour extended into the fubftance of the 
cartilages, and was not produced by blood coagulated on their 
furface. The veffels containing red blood were not vifible to 
the naked eye within the florid portions of the cartilage. My 
father, Dr. Home, Drs. Duncan fenicr and junior, Mr. Fyfe, 
and Mr. Shireff, who paid particular attention to this diffeétion, 
examined thefe red portions of cartilage, and were convinced 
that the red colour was within the cartilages. 

‘ Befides thefe morbid appearances, there was a {mall quan- 
tity of watery fluid within the cavity of the abdomen, and alfo 
within the pericardium.’ 

In the opinion of Dr. Duncan, nothing difcovered in this 
diffection affords grounds for any certain conclufion refpecting 
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the nature of the difeafe. By different pathologifts, they will 
be confidered as corroborating different theories, and, not im- 
probably, afford a foundation for new conjectures. He thinks 
it likely, that the greater part of the appearances which pre- 
fented themfelves were rather the confequences than the caufes 
of the diabetes. We fhall be glad to fee the reafons which 
incline the learned profeffor to this opinion. In the mean 
time it appears to us obvious to remark, that the kidneys, the 
difordered function of which affords the conftant and charac- 
teriftic mark of the difeafe, were in an evidently morbid ftate ; 
a circumftance which ftrengthens the opinion that thefe organs 
are the primary feat of the difeafe. The broader, thicker, and 
r ore rounded form of the kidneys; the pink colour, excced- 
ing what is natural; the greater degree of vafcularity; are all 
appearances that can only be explained, as it feems tous, upon 
the fuppofition of an inflammatory action taking place in them; 
a fuppofition rendered further probable, by that genera! febrile 
{tate which is a never-failing concomitant of diabetes, and 
which in all cafes feems to indicate the prefence of inflamma- 
tion in the fyftem. If this view of the difeafe be at all well 
founded, it evidently leads to a mode of treatment the very re- 
verfe of what has been hitherto purfued. Inftead of tonics, 
aftringents, cold bathing, and a ftimulating diet of animal food 
(means that have been {hewn by abundant experience to pof- 
fefs fo little efficacy), a mild antiphlogittic regimen, with oc- 
cafional evacuations, and topical remedies, fuited to the habit 
of the patient and the degree of topical affection, promifes, in 
our opinion, to fulfil the intentions of the pra¢titioner more 
fuccefsfully, as fqtaring better both with the phenomena of 
the difeafe, and the appearances on diffetion. 


Ibid-—from Duncan's Annals of Medicine, {or 1803—4. 
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Foetus found in the Abdomen of a Boy fourteen Years of Age. 


THIS extraordinary phenomenon occurred lately in one of 
the French provinces, and was communicated to the Lcole de 
Medicine ot Paris by M. Blanche. ‘The youth was of a feeble 
conf{titution, and from early infancy had complained of a pain 
in the left fide. ‘This part gradually increafed in bulk; the 
laft falfe ribs became clevated, and prefented an appearance of 
deformity. Things went on in this way with little alteration 
as he grew up, till within a few months of his death, His 
difeafe was at one time fuppofed to arife from worms, and at 
another from the diforganization of fome one of the vifcera. 
The pain at length grew more acute, accompanied with fever 
and purulent fpitting, and ended at length in marafmus. 

A few weeks before his death he paffed by ftool a lock of 
hair. On examination of the body after death, a large tumour 
was found in the left hypochondrium, within the colon, or 
communicating with it. Upon opening the inteftine, the tu- 
mour was found covered with purulent yellow matter, and 
contained a mafs of hair and a fcetus nearly offified, and of a 
very irregular figure. The head was elongated from before 
hindwards, and the fcalp was covered with hair: immediately 
below two fmall tufts of hair, which occupied the ufual fitu- 
ation of the eyebrows, a deprefflion was obferved, feeming to 
point out the feat of the orbits, near which was a cartilaginous 
fubftance in the firuation of the ear. There were feven teeth, 
which were very compaét in their ftru€ture. The trunk was 
bent forwards. In the ufual place of the fuperior extremities 
were two offeous points denuded of fkin, and a fimilar appear- 
ance at the place of the right inferior extremity. ‘The lower 
extremity on the oppofite fide was entire, and prefented differ- 
ent curvatures: the foot had only three toes, each furnifhed 
with a large and thick nail. Something like an umbilical cord 
was obferved arifing from the anterior part of the neck, and 
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which, becoming enlarged, was foon loft in a fpongy mafs ad- 
herent to the internal furface of the colon. . The whole of the 
foetus gave a refiftance to the touch like an offeous fubftance 5 
which fhews it to have been probably as old as the fubject to 
which it was attached. 

The fingularity of this cafe induced the sot tl to refer it to 
a committee for a more particular inveftigation; and Meffrs. 
Cuvier, Richard, Alphonfe Leroy, Baudelocque, and ‘fadelot, 
were nominated for the purpofe. From their report it appears 
that the mafs forming the tumour had ‘many points of refem- 
blance toa human foetus. It was fituated in a cy{t within the 
tranfverfe mefocolon, and which communicated with the ca- 
vity of the inteftines ; but the communication was narrow, and 
evidently recent or accidental. ‘The tumour therefore was not 
fituated within the prime vie. The mafs being diflected with 
extraordinary caution, difcovered traces of fome of the organs 
of fenfe ; there were likewife a brain, {fpinal marrow, and nerves 
of a very large fize; mufcles that had degenerated into a kind 
of fibrous matter; a fkeleton compofed of a vertebral column, 
a head, a pelvis, and the beginnings of almoft all the extremi- 
ties ; an umbilical cord, which was very fhort, and inferted into 
the tran{verfe mefocolon, exterior to the cavity of the inteftine; 
laftly, an artery and a vein, ramifying at each of their extre- 
mities, both on the fide of the foetal mafs and on that of the 
fubject to which it was attached.—The exiftence of the preced- 
ing organs is quite iufficient to eftablith the individuality of the 
mafs, and to prove that it was not a mere appendix or excrc{f- 
cence of the fubjeét in which it was found, although it was 
deficient in the organs of digeftion, refpiration, urinary fecre- 
tion, and generation. 

With refpect to the origin of this foetal mafs (for fuch it 
muft be admitted to be), the committee take fome pains to 
prove that it could not have been introduced into the body of 
the boy after birth, for his fex was perfe€tly afcertained; of 
courfe, he could not have been fecundated; nor could he have 
fecundated himfelf, there being not the leaft trace of the fe- 
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male fex difcoverable in him. It muft therefore, they conclude, 
have been born with him. Its fituation in the mefocolon ftill 
remains unaccounted for: the committee, however, offer the 
following explanation of the matter. 

It is not uncommon to obferve newly-born animals united 
together by the back, belly, or head, or in many parts at once ; 
this might without difficulty be conceived to take place from 
compreffion of the two embryos whilft in nearly a gelatinous 
ftate in the uterus. In other cafes, the two animals are fo 
identified, that feveral organs are wanting to each of them, 
and are replaced by organs common to both. In the former 
cafe, the monftrofity is owing to a mechanical caufe only ; in 
the latter it muft be referred to a primitive fault in the organi- 
zation of the germs. In the cafe detailed above, either of thefe 
circumftances may have happened: one of the germs may have 
penetrated the other by fome mechanical caufe ; or it may have 
been the effect of the primitive conftitution of the germ, the 
explanation of which is not more obfcure than every thing elfe 
pertaining to the myfterious fubjeét of generation. Upon this 
idea, our furprife muft ceafe at finding a foetus exifting in the 
abdomen of another individual ; and it becomes a matter of in- 
difference in which of the fexes fuch a phenomenon takes 
place. The mode of its adhefion and growth is quite analo- 
gous to that of extra-uterine foetufes, and which is now fuf- 
ficiently underf{tood. Lbid. 
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An Account of the Morbid Appearances obferved in two Cafes of 
Diabetes Mellitus. By Danie. RutTHerForD, M. D. Pro- 
feffor of Botany in the Univerfity of Edinburgh. 


CASE UI. 


Diffection of ‘Fohn Robinfon. 


Upon opening the body, a much greater quantity of fat was 
found both under the fkin, and in the cavities of the abdomen 
and thorax, than might have been expected from the apparent 
emaciation of the body; indeed, the fkin was uncommonly 
thin. 

In the abdomen the blood-veffels all feemed unufually large, 
and very much diftended with blood. ‘The omentum contain- 
ed a confiderable quantity of fat, around large veins filled with 
black blood. The ftomach and {mall inteftines were of natural 
fize and appearance, except that, on the coats of the iateftines, 
the veffels were all very large, and diftended with blood, even 
at their minuteft ramifications, giving them exactly the appear- 
ance as if they had been well filled with a red injeftion. The 
coats of the fmaller inteftines feemed thicker, and more pulpy 
than ufual. The colon was very large, and diftended with air 
to the utmoft; it formed a large doubling under the liver; 
throughout its whole length, contained very many little balls 
of hardened feces. The mefentery was confiderably loaded 
with fat. The veffels were proportionally large and diftended 
as thofe of the omentum. ‘The lymphatic glands were uncom- 
monly large, foft, and red; their furface too was painted with 
many red veffels, or with veffels filled with red blood. 

The liver, perhaps rather fmall, was otherwife in every re- 
{pect in the moft natural ftate, except that it lay far up under 
the edge of the ribs, preffed thither perhaps by the diftended 
colon. The gall bladder rather large and flaccid, yet contain- 
ing a confiderable quantity of very deep yellow bile. The pan- 
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creas was perfectly found and natural, and alfo the fpleen, 
though perhaps rather large. The kidneys were much aug- 
mented in fize, foft, with their furfaces painted with numerous 
veffels. The veffels were uncommonly dilated. The emul- 
gent vein, e. g. of the right fide, was not under 3-4 of an inch 
in diameter, as it appeared diftended with blood. [he ureters 
alfo were confiderably dilated, the bladder feemed capacious, 
its coats thickened ; and it was half filled with liquid. 

In the thorax there was a confiderable quantity of fat in the 
mediaftinum, and in the lower part efpecially, running along 
the diaphragm. ‘The lungs were apparently perfeétly found ; 
a few adhefions were obferved betwixt them and the fides of 
the thorax, and alfo betwixt them and the pericardium. The 
lungs in texture were perfectly right, or even perhaps more 
fpongy and pervious to air than common. The heart of mo- 
derate fize, flaccid, and pale, though the coronary veins were 
greatly diftended with black blood. The large cavities cons 
tained a confiderable quantity of very dark blood, generally 
fluid, though fome had coagulated flightly both ia the right 
auricle and ventricle. In the anterior mediaftinum, in the fire 
of the thymus, was a clulter of glands altogether like thofe of 
the mefentery, in feveral of which were calculous concretions, 
one not much fmaller than a fmall horfe bean. ‘The proper 
glands of the lungs, thofe fituated at the ramifications of the 
trachea, were unufually large, foft, and of a brilliant black 
colour. 

- The age of this man was between 40 and 50. 


a Sh ee 


CASE IL. 
Diffection of Ann Laidlaw, aged 9 or 10. 


On external examination, every part of the body feemed to 
be much emaciated and reduced in bu!k, except the abdomen, 
which was uncommonly diftended with what was afterwards 
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found to be air in the ftomach and fmaller inteftines, and fxces 
colieéted :n the larger ones. 

When the muicles covering the abdomen and thorax were 
thrown back, they feemed to be very flender, and of a rather 
more florid red colour than they ufually are in the healthy fub- 
jet. ‘The fat was entirely abolifhed, nothing being left but 
the cells in which it was formerly contained. ‘The lungs on 
both fides adhered flightly in fome places to the pleura cotla- 
lis; but, on the right fide, befides adhering every where 
very firmly to the pleura of the mediaftinum, a quantity of 
coagulable lymph, of a yellowith colour, was found effufed be- 
tween the pleura of the inferior and middle lobes of the lungs 
and the mediaftinum. On both fides, the lungs were rather 
of a pale col ur externally, but they felt firmer to the touch 
than in the healthy ftate; and, on cutting into the fubftance 
of them, a puriform fluid was feen exuding from different 
places, although no diftinét tubercles could be perceived, and 
there was little more than the common quantity of ferum effuf 
ed into either cavity of the thorax. 

The pericardium contained about four ounces of a yellowith 
tranfparent ferum. The heart was of the natural fize, unufu- 
ally free from fat, and rather of a pale colour. The right ven- 
tricle very flaccid, the left firm and contraéted. ©The internal 
ftruéture of the heart was natural; but, on opening the aorta, 
the inner fubftance of the anterior fide of it was of a red co- 
Jour, and the rednefs extended from the commencement of the 
aorta to that part where it paffes through the diaphragm into 
the abdomen. ‘The aorta below the diaphragm was, in every 
refpect, in a healthy ftate. 

The pulmonary veins and vena cava did not appear to be 
any way difeafed; feveral of the bronchial glands were con- 
fiderably enlarged ; in particular, one on the right fide, which 
refembled a middling-fized walnut, and contained a good deal 
of a brownith fubftance, of a confiftence rather thinner than 
cheefe. The trachea was perfetly natural. 
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The ftomach was much diftended with air, but, in other 
ref{pects, had a healthy appearance, both externally, and when 
it was laid open to examine the internal coat. The upper part 
of the inteftinal canal was uncommonly diftended with air, 
and, in fome places, the blood-veffels near the junéture of the 
mefentery were filled with blood, giving fomewhat of the ap- 
pearance of inflammation. ‘The caput coecum, the colon, aad 
reCtum, were every where filled with hard feces, by which 
they were diftended to a fize far greater than could have been 
thought poffible in fo young a fubject: in other refpeéts they 
were healthy. The glands of the mefentery and mefocolon 
were enlarged; but, though very numerous, none of them had 
attained a fize larger than a common bean fomewhat flattened, 
and fome of them nearly white. The omentum was /fmall, 
contracted, and completely free from fat. ‘The kidneys were | 
fomewhat enlarged, their colour natural; but, on cutting into 
them, the tubuli uriniferi were fully more diftiné than ufual, 
and the pelvis of each was alfo confiderably enlarged: no 
other morbid change of f{tructure was perceived. ‘The ureters 
were much larger than common, in fome places being nearly 
half an inch, in other places more, in diameter. ‘The right 
Jobe of the liver adhered firmly to the diaphragm in many 
places; but, in other refpects, both as to external appearance 
and internal ftructure, it was quite found. 

The gall bladder contained a {mall quantity of light-colour- 
ed yellowith bile. ‘The bladder was nearly empty, but of a na- 
tural appearance. The {pleen, pancreas, uterus, fallopian tubes, 
and ovaria, did not feem to be any way difeafed. 





(CIRCULAR) 


Boranic GARDEN, South-Carolina, 


Charlefton, 16th Auguft, 1805. 
SIR, 


IT affords us very confiderable pleafure to be enabled to an- 
nounce to you, and to every lover of fcience, the eftablifhment 
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of a Botanic Garden, in this place. The fituation of our ftate, 
fo near the tropic, induces us to believe, that we poflefs many 
advantages, for the cultivation of exotics, which more nor- 
therly climes are deprived of ; and we, therefore, flatter our- 
felves, with the pleafing profpect, of being able to effect, with 
the affiftance of our friends abroad, a very handfome, as well 
as ufeful and extenfive Public Effablifbment, for the ditfufion of 
Botanic Knowledge. 

Our firlt concern, will be the examination and arrangement 
of our indigenous plants; among which, there are, doubtlefs, 
many non-defcripts. ‘To extend the knowledge of our favour- 
ite purfuit, and to enlarge the field for botanic refearches, we 
beg leave to propofe to you an exchange of our indigenous 
plants, and of fuch exotics, as the one can procure, and the 
other may want. 

We folicit for ourfelves, and our infant eftablifhment, your 
friendfhip and affiftance ; and the more fo, as a reciprocity of 
good offices, will not only fecure to us individual efteem ; but 
will, at the fame time, contribute to perfeét the fcience, to 
which we are mutually attached. 


Lam, Sir, Refpectfully, 
Your Obedient Servant, 


JAMES SIMONS, 
Chairman of the Standing Committee. 


Eommunications to be addreffed to either of the Standing Com- 
mittee, ViZ- 


Dr. JoserH JoHNsoN, 
Dr. Benjamin B. Simons, 
Dr. Freperick DatcHo, 
RosBert PRENGLE, and 
James Simons, Efquires. 


Vol. I. Hh 











234 Medical and Philofophical Regifter. 


The 3d Vol. of the Afiatic Annual Regifter, contains an 
account of the life of a very eccentric character, the late Gene- 
ral Martin, in which are the following particulars : 

' « During the laft 15 years of his life, he was much afflict- 
ed with the ftone and gravel; and difliking to undergo the 
ufual furgical operation for that complaint, his ingenuity fug- 
gefted to him a method of reducing the ftone, fo curious in 
itfelf, and fo difficult in the execution, that we fhould have 
doubted the truth of the fa&, were it not attefted by the po- 
fitive evidence of feveral gentlemen of the firft refpectability. 
He took a very fine ftcel wire, of almoft a foot long, one end 
of which he cut in the manner of a file. The wire thus pre- 
pared, he introduced by a catheter, through the urethra, into 
the bottom of the bladder, where the ftone was feated. When 
he found the wire touch the itone, he gently worked it up 
and down, fo as to give it the effect of a file; and this he 
continued to do for 4 or 5 minutes at a time, until the pain, 
which the operation of the wire produced, was fo excruciat- 
ing, that it obliged him to withdraw it. But finding that 
{mall particles of the ftone difcharged along with the urine 
after the operation, he repeated it in the fame manner from 
time to time, till in the courfe of 12 months, he fucceeded in 
completely reducing the ftone. 

‘¢ This circumftance exhibits a curious and remarkable trait 
of the eccentricity of his character. ‘The contrivance was in 
itfelf ingenious; but his patience and perfeverance in carrying 
it into effect are fo very extraordinary, that we apprehend 
there are few men who, in a fimilar fituation, would not 
rather indure the complaint than have recourfe to the remedy. 

© Some years after the operation, gravelly concretions began 
again to form in his bladder; and, as he did not choofe to try 
the wire a fecond time, thefe continued to increafe until the end 
of the year 1800, when they finally occafioned his death.” 





¥ 
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Extra from the Britifh Critic, in a review of a Pamphlet, ents 
tled, ** An account of Baptifms, Burials, and Deaths, by Small- 
pox, within the Parifb of Bofton, in the County of Lincoln, 
E5c. Fe. 


“¢ We fhall briefly flate the fubftance of the refult, and of 


the computations. From the former it appears, that very near- 


ly one-twelfth part of all the deaths in Bofton, within fifty-four 
years, have been occafioned by the fmall-pox; and from the 
latter, that it is probable there have died by the fame difor- 
der, in the United Kingdom, within the fame period, 1,762, 
135: Or, 32,632, annually; and in all Europe, 22,026,699 ; 
Or, 407,901, annually. The data, on which thefe computa- 
tions are founded, feem to be free from exaggeration; and 
furely, the whole is fufficient to awaken the moft inattentive 
perfons to a ferious confideration of the importance of vaccine 
inoculation.” 


Royal Fennerian Dinner. 


Friday the annual meeting of the Governors, Prefident, 
Vice-Prefidents, and Supporters of the Inftitution for the ex- 
termination of the fmall-pox, took place at the London Tavern. 
— About 230 perfons fat down to dinner; after which Nox 
Nobis Domine was fung in very fine ftyle. 

Mr. Travers, in a very neat fpeech, defcribed the prefent 
ftate of the fociety, and the progrefs of the Vaccine Syftem. 
He ftated that the {mall-pox was totally eradicated from Ber- 
lin, Geneva, and Vienna, as could be proved from the very 
higheft authority. In England it was daily difappearing, as 
would appear by the bills of mortality. The annual average 
of deaths for 50 years paft was 20183 inthe year 1804, they 
amounted to only 622. The deaths by the fmall-pox within 
the laft two months amounted to only 42. 
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According to the French report 60,000 perfons had been 
fecured in the courfe of the laft three months from the ravages 
of that deftruétive diforder. Mr. Travers read feveral ex- 
tracts from a pamphlet publifhed in France, in which Dr. Jea- 
ner was defcribed, as the faviour of the rifing generation. He 
had no doubt fince Dr. Jenner’s difcovery had been made a 
national concern, in a few years this dreadful diforder, which 
has been arrefted in its progrefs, would be totally eradicated 
in England, where it would be known only by name. 

Dr. Fenner’s health was drank with three times three, at- 
tended with thunders of applaufe. ‘The do¢tor returned 
thanks in avery neat and appropriate fpeech. He defcribed 
the fuccefs of his endeavours, and added, that he was enabled 
to inform the fociety, that the enemies of the Vaccine Syftem 
had been able only to produce two cafes of failure from the 
bills of mortality, one of which was of a child who died twelve 
months after of the fcarlet fever, and the other three months 
after in fhedding its teeth. 


emcee ee 


Mr. Chenevix’s mode of preparing Fames’s Powder. 


Diffolve together or feparately, in the leaft poffible portion 
of muriatic acid, equal parts of the white oxide of antimony 
(formerly called Algaroth’s powder) and of phofphate of 
lime. Pour this folution gradually into diftilled water, pre- 
vioufly alkalizated by a fufficient quantity of ammonia: a 
white and abundant precipitate will take place, which well 
wafhed and dried, is the fubftitute I propofe for Dr. James’s 
powder. Philofephical Tranfa@ions. 





A Board of Health has lately been eftablifhed for the pur- 
pofe of preparing and digefting regulations for the moft {peedy 
and effeétual modes of guarding againft the introduction and 
fpreading of infection, and for purifying any fhip or houfe in 
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cafe any contagious diforder fhould manifeft itfelf in any part 
of the United Kingdom. This Board is to hold its meeting 
at Somerfet-place, and it is compofed of Sir Andrew Snape 
Hammond, Sir Lucas Pepys, Dr. Reynolds, Sir Francis Mil- 
man, Dr. Hunter, Dr. Heberden, Sir Alexander Munro, and 
Dr. Harnefs. Month. Mag. 


Mr. Stoddart gives the following as a good method of 
gilding upon fteel.— fo a faturated folution of gold in nitro- 
muriatic acid, add about three times the quantity of pure ful- 
phuric ether, and agitate them together for a fhort time. The 
gold will be feon taken up by the ether in the form of nitro- 
muriate of gold, leaving the remaining acid colourlefs at the 
bottom of the veffel, which muft be drawn off by means of a 
f{top-cock. ‘The acid being difcharged, the inftrument to be 
gilt, having been previoufly well polifhed and wiped clean, is 
to be dipped for an inftant into the ethereal folution, and on 
withdrawing it, as inftantly wafhed by agitation in clean water, 
to get rid of a fmall portion of acid neceffarily taken up with 
the metal. If this be neatly done, the furface of the fteel wil! be 
completely and very beautituily covered with gold. Toid. 





Mr. Doberimer propofes the following method to make 
white lead. Diffolve licharge in weak nitric acid, and precipi- 
tate this folution with prepared chalk. The precipitate wafhed 
and dried affords a ceruffe of the whitenefs of inow. Ibid. 





A Lamb was lately yeaned at Mr. Browns High Winder, ia 
Weftmoreland, (England) with eight legs, two tails, two fepa- 
rate bodies, two necks, and only one head. 

A Goofe, belonging to Mr. J. Lifhman, of Slurdys, near 
Cartmel, this feafon produced a golling having four wings and 
four legs, and otherwife perfect. Toidd. 
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When ink-fpots have remained long, they. become iron- 
moulds, and are then taken out with more difficulty, and the 
more fo, the longer they ftand, in confequence of the iron, 
by repeated moiftening and expofure to the air, having ac- 
quired fuch an addition of oxygen as to make it infoluble in 
acids. To difcharge thefe old ftains, an alkaline fulphuret, 
or liver of fulphur, fhould be firft applied in folution, and after 
this is well wafhed off, the lemon juice or other acid fhould be 
applied. 

As connected with this I fhall here mention the beft mode 
of taking out fruit or wine ftains, and {pots of greafe or of 
wax. For the firft, put about a table fpoonful of marine acid 
(fpirit of falt) into a tea-cup, and add to it a tea-fpoonful of 
powdered manganefe. Then fet this cup in a larger one fil- 
led with hot water, moiften the ftained fpot with water, and 
expoie it to the fumes, that arife from the tea-cup, till the ftain 
difappears. 

The fumes are thofe of the oxygenated muriatic acid; but 
as they difcharge all printed and dyed colours, this mode is 
only applicable to white articles. 

Greafe fpots are moft effectually removed by a diluted folu- 
tion of pure potafh, or cauftic lye. Stains of white wax are 
taken out by fpirits of turpentine, or fulphuric ether; and the 
marks of white paint may likewife be removed by the laft men- 
tioned fubftance. Skrimfbire’s Chemical Effays. 





Receipts for making Writing-Ink. 


‘To one quart of rain water, or foft river water, put four 
ounces of blue gall bruifed, two ounces of green vitriol or cop- 
peras and two.ounces of gum arabic grofsly powdered. Let 
the mixture be well fhaken or ftirred about now and then, and 
in twenty-four hours it will be fit for ufe. It is moft conveni- 
ently made in a wide-mouthed bottle that will hold near-double 
the quantity, where it may fometimes be fhaken together brifk- 
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iy; but be fure you let it fettle again before you pour any off. 
When you have ufed all that can be got off clear, a little more 
than half the quantity of the fame ingredients will make you 
another quart. 

What is written with this ink looks pale at firft, but after a 
few hours becomes of a fine black, and I believe will never 
change. Baker’s Employment for the Microfcopes 





Mr. Helmes’ Receipt.* 


R- galls 3 3: bruife and fteep in lbs. 3 of white wine, 
beer or rain water; ftir twice daily for eight days, add then 
2 3 of clear gum arab. and ftir twice daily for two days, 
then add 3 1: of green copperas, ftir twice daily eight days 
longer, then ftrain through a muflin cloth and bottle it up 
with Z 1 of ‘alum. Univerfal Magazine of 1749. 





Ribancourt’s Receipt. 


A feries of Experiments made by Ribancourt, has furnifhed 
as with the following valuable receipt, for producing an uni- 
formly black and permanent ink. 8 oz. of galls, and 4 of log- 
wood, are boiled with 12 lbs. of water for an hour, or till 
one-half of its quantity is evaporated. ‘This liquor is then 
percolated through a hair fieve, and 4 0z. of vitriol, or fulphat 
of iron, 3 oz. cf gum arabic, s oz. of copperas, or fulphat of 
copper, and 1 oz. of fugar candy are added. ‘The whole mafs 
is ftirred to promote the folution of the falts and gum, after 
which it is left to ftand for 24 hours. The liquid is then 
poured off from its coarfe fediment, and preferved in well ftop- 
ped glafs, or ftoue jars. This ink acquires a beautiful black 


colour, which it retains for a long time. 
Chem. Annal. Vol. I. 


* This gentleman was keeper of the records of the Tower. 
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Dr. Caldwell has now in the prefs, “ A Treatife on the hidden nature, and the 
treatment of intermitting and remitting fevers, by J. Senac, M. D.” tranflated 
from the latin, with notes. 








DEATHS, 


William Woodville, M. D. &c. physician to the Small-poX Hospital. Author of 
Medical Botany, of the History of Inoculation, and of a Treatise on the cow-pock, | 
--Dr, Adams, Author of a Treatise on Morbid poisons, is elected in his place, 
John Clark, M.D, &c. and Senior physician to the Infirmary of New Castle, 
Author of “ Observations on the Diseases of Hot Climates, &c.’’ 
Dr. Noehden, conductor of the foreign department of the Medical and Physicat: 
Journal,—Dr, Arneman of Hamburgh, has undertaken to superintend this depart- 
ment, 
James Currie, M. D, &c. of Liverpoo!, (England) Author of an invaluable Trea- 
tise on the effects of cold water in diseases, &Kc, 








<> We feel much gratified in observing that communications from the Museum are 
introduced into those valuable periodical English publications, the Medical and Chi- 
rurgical Review, and the Medical and Physical Journal. We shall be happy how- 
ever if the Editors of the last mentioned work, will be as open as the former, in 
avowing the source from whence they extract their communications; as from the 
manner of their publishing those from Drs, Benjamin and John Rush, in their 14th 
vol, pp. 7 and 10, it would seem as if they were made directly to themselves, As 
we are ourselves extremely particular in noticing the source of every article intro- 
duced into the Museum, we hope the like justice will be administered to us, Editor. 





<>? The occurrénce of the Yellow Fever in Philadelphia, by the obstruction which 
produced in business of every description, must plead our excuse for the tardy ap- 


pearance of the present Number. E. 





